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Windows Tricks That Will Instantly Stop Any
Frozen Application

Sometimes, an application on Windows can suddenly stop responding. That's annoying enough on its own, but
it's even worse if you don't know how to force the application to close. Luckily, it's easy enough to do.
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3. Use the "End Task" option

You may already use the taskbar to close apps, but here's a handy trick you may not know about. You can also
use this option to force quit apps that have stopped responding. All you have to do is right-click on the app icon
and select the End Task option .

Since the taskbar is almost always there, this is one of the quickest ways to deal with frozen apps on Windows.
However, the End Task option is not visible on the taskbar by default. This is a feature that Microsoft added in
Windows 11 version 23H2.

 

Note : You can easily check what version your PC is running by going to Settings > System > About >
Windows specifications .

If you're running that version or a newer version, you can enable this feature from the Settings app:
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1. Press Windows + I to open the Settings app .
2. Go to the System tab and click For developers .
3. Turn on the switch next to End Task .

Now, when an application crashes, you can use the new End task option from the taskbar. The End task option
is extremely useful when needed, but it's not something you should rely on as a method for closing a program. It
forces the program to close immediately without any confirmation prompt, meaning you'll lose any unsaved
work.

2. Use Task Manager

 

While force-quitting an application from the taskbar usually works, you may not be able to use that method if the
taskbar itself becomes unresponsive or disappears completely. That's where Task Manager can come to the
rescue.

Task Manager has been a part of Windows for decades. It's a great tool for monitoring system performance,
managing startup applications, and forcing stubborn programs to quit when nothing else works.



When an application is frozen and unresponsive, press Ctrl + Shift + Esc on your keyboard to open Task
Manager . You can also use the hidden Start menu ( Win + X ) to open Task Manager from there. Once opened,
you'll see a list of all the applications and background processes currently running on your PC.

Locate the application that is causing you problems. Right-click on it, then select End task . This will
immediately close the frozen application and free up system resources.

If Ctrl + Shift + Esc doesn't work and the frozen app has taken over your entire screen, try Ctrl + Alt + Delete
instead. That will open the system menu, where you can open Task Manager manually. From there, just find the
app and force it to close as usual.

One of the coolest aspects of Task Manager is that in addition to the apps you have open, it also lets you kill
background apps and system processes that don't show up in the taskbar. It's also handy for checking which apps
are using the most RAM or CPU .

1. Using SuperF4

 



Most of the time, needing to force an app to close shouldn't go beyond the methods above. But if you're
constantly dealing with stubborn apps that won't close, or you want something faster and more powerful than
Task Manager, you might want to try a third-party tool like SuperF4 . It only does one thing—force-quitting an
app immediately—and it does it very well.

After installing SuperF4, press Ctrl + Alt + F4 to immediately close any application running in the background.
This shortcut will send a low-level command to force-quit the selected program immediately. Unlike regular Alt
+ F4 , which tells the application to close, SuperF4 will directly close the application.

Warning : Force closing the application means you will lose any unsaved data.

SuperF4 takes up virtually no space on your PC and uses barely any system resources. To make sure the app is
always ready when you need it, right-click the SuperF4 icon in the system tray, go to Options and enable
Autostart .

There's also a handy 'shut down mode' built in. Just press Win + F4 and your mouse cursor will turn into a little
skull icon. You can then click on any frozen window to stop it. This can be useful when you want to close
multiple apps and programs without a confirmation prompt.

SuperF4 doesn't try to be flashy or complicated; it's one of those apps that's reliable when you need it most.

When an app refuses to close, it can test your patience. You keep clicking the X icon over and over again, but
the window just won't go away. With these hidden tricks, you won't have to sit there staring at a frozen screen,
waiting for the app to come back to life.

If this happens too often with a particular app, it might be time to dig deeper. It could indicate an outdated
version, a buggy update, or a compatibility issue.

You finished reading the article "Windows Tricks That Will Instantly Stop Any Frozen Application" edited
by the TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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