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Why switch to KeePassX C offline password
manager ?

The debate between cloud and offline password managersisreal, so some people have tried switching to
KeePassXC.

Password managers are one of the most important pieces of software anyone with a computer needs. Many
people have been using them for ages, but somehow they always stick with the popular cloud options: LastPass,
1Password , Dashlane , and Bitwarden . The cloud vs. offline password manager debate is real, so some people
have tried switching to KeePassXC.

Data contr ol

Complete control over where and how your dataisstored

With most popular password managers, you are responsible for how your datais managed. Y our datais often
stored on their servers. While the datais aways encrypted, the trust has shifted to the password manager's
infrastructure.
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An offline password manager, however, is built on the same principle: Your datais stored on your computer,
externa hard drive, or USB. In KeePassX C's case, your entire database is a .kdbx file, and you can store it
anywhereyou like.

Offline reliability

The always-connected model isvery fragile.
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Cloud password managers require an internet connection . Thisis due to the pings sent when you log in using the
mobile app or web browser. The always-connected framework is great because your passwords are synced and
updated in real time.

However, the always-online model comes at a cost. If you've ever traveled to aremote area with poor internet
connectivity, and suddenly found yourself disconnected, unable to access apps and services because your
password manager isinaccessible.

One of the biggest changesisthat after switching to KeePassX C, access is no longer dependent on the Internet.
Y ou can be behind a strict firewall, on atrain, or in aremote location, and you still have full access to your
database without being locked out of the app. Thisisthe highlight of the first offline mode.

Customize

A password manager should fit into your wor kflow.



) Settings - KesbasaC

Lock Options.

o X
v e Grupe ook Vi P
BB A ®06@ 8 T@ 2
Application Settings.
Basic Settings | Auto-Type
s
e ————
i o A 3 w
"} it vindow s poiiion i
0 ] Wik sindoushurariocsio e
cur memt reviously usec ases | 5 recent files 4
Security V! Remember pr ly used dotabases | 5 recent il \\
V| Load previously open databases on startup
® ] o e i s
Bt V] Checkfor updates at application startup once per week.
Integration "] Include beta releases when checking for updates
[V] On database unlock, show entries that will expie within | 3 days =
>,
il ||
L eere— ‘
KeeShare %]
|| || Backup database file before saving
Destination format: | (DB_FILENAME} old kb [ chossetolder.. |
] Google Drive, GVFS, etc.)
s
B e b
T o a3 oy
-
© settinge - KacPixC = 85 %
e e g ook Vs
> o o v 3 “trte |
EBRA @06 & <T@ g @ EJL@TQWH
Application Settings
sl
e
£ U‘ © Open database X
e 2
E o | s s ] Bt
7] Aot
O | 0] Mirkrisad  Organize v Néwfolder g- o0
I7] Minimizey PRy Gallery B
Securty V] Rememt i | e j = |
U load WDekop  # T N G e T T e AppData  Contacts
@ 4 R:l & Downloads  # ngs
R [ — - - -
= |[|a i e ] : "~
hrscml Ty BEews 2 .
5 : iy, | Codrin Do e e G (M Mk, (G Bave
© Music » e
5 | V| On datal 3 Videos 2 aeit "
B e > | =
SSH Agent Fle M = 20509 S Searches  Videos e
V| Autom: Games.
V] Automatid g ThisPc
% ] Automat Pl
KeeShare. | ] Autors - DATA (D:)
0
File name: | | KeePass2Database (kb - [z
|[2 cocd TR
T
S
Chor s s s et e Sy
| 1] Nnan hrmrar an dnihla clisbinn 1R fiald in by
-
‘Settings - KeePassXC = o X
o
Cubs TEn Goepe ook Viw. Pl
ERA- ®@0® & e e o:s ?
Application Settings.
B [
e e
Lock databases shrnactiviy of | 24030
T Sy (R

| 1¥] Enable database quick unlock (Touch ID / Windows Hello)
V] Lock databases when session is locked or lid i closed

Lock databases after minimizing the window

@

Browser
Integration

Convenience

Use placeholder for empty password fields
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Hide passwords in the entry preview panel
Hide TOTP in the entry preview panel
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KeeShare
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Cloud-based password managers often have a more polished user experience. However, they tend to be very
conservative. Importing and exporting are done the way they are. The same goes for sorting, autofill, and other
essential features. There's no room for customization; you can't tweak it to fit your specific workflow.

For those who value freedom, thisis abig deal. Offline-first solutions like KeePassX C give you the flexibility to
create your own setup. This could include custom fields, new plugins, mobile installation options, or even scripts
that help you integrate an SSH agent.

Trust isthe key factor

Open sour ce transpar ency trumps cor por ate promises



In 2022, the major password manager LastPass suffered a major security breach. Although LastPass's security
blog described the breach as affecting only the devel oper, it was eventually discovered that user password vaults
were vulnerable to brute -force attacks .

This series of eventsis areminder that we can't trust the promises companies often make. KeePassXC's model is
open source and ensures there's no centralized service waiting to be compromised. Y our vault files are encrypted
and stored locally, the only person you need to trust is yourself.

K eePassX C hands over the responsibility of password management to
you

There's a password manager for everyone. However, after using an offline password manager for afew months,
it'sclear that it's not for everyone. Some people need a little guidance, and that's okay. KeePassX C puts the onus
on you, and your mistakes can be costly, but you have no one to blame but yourself. Offline password managers
aren't the most convenient option. So the real question is, how much convenience are you willing to sacrifice for
real control?

Y ou finished reading the article "Why switch to K eePassX C offline password manager ?" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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