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Why isit disabled but Cortana still runsin the
background?

Although disabling Cortana virtual assistant and on Windows 10 computers users use Local Search to find
everything. However, when opening Task Manager, some users find that Cortana still runs in the background. So
why isthat? The answer will be in the following article of Network Administration.

Although disabling Cortana virtual assistant and on Windows 10 computers users use Local Search to find
everything. However, when opening Task Manager, some users find that Cortana still runs in the background. So
why isthat? The answer will be in the following article of Network Administration.

File Options View
Processes Performance App history Startup Users Details Services
- 1% 41% 0% 0%
MName CPU Memory Disk Metwork
L e s oo e
”
Corsair Utility Engine (32 bit) 0% 435 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
[] cortana 0% 37.5MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
E Cortana Background Task Host 0% 23MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
Creative Cloud (32 bit) 0% 379 MB 0.1 MB/s 0 Mbps v
(~) Fewer details End task

1. IsCortanareally just 'SearchUIl .exe

Whether or not Cortanais enabled, when you open Task Manager, you will see Process Cortana.

If you right-click Cortana on Task Manager and select Go to Details , you will see a program called
'SearchUl.exe' running.
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File Options View

Processes Performance App history Startup Users Details  Services

MName - PID Status User name CPU  Memory (p.. Description L
[#5 RzSDKService.exe 3024 Running SYSTEM 0o 1,720 K Razer Chroma 5DK 5.
.RzS)rnapse.exe 10400 Running chris oo 60,656 K Razer Synapse
¢ SearchFilterHost.exe 13176 Running SYSTEM 00 1,180 K Microsoft Windows ...
= Searchindexer.exe 6364 Running SYSTEM 00 10,640 K Microsoft Windows ...
¢ SearchProtocelHost.., 10012 Running SYSTEM 0o 1,648 K Microsoft Windows ...
[ SearchUl.exe 5560 Suspended chris 00 38,360 K Search and Cortana ...
[85] services.exe 788 Running SYSTEM oo 3,640 K Services and Control...
[85]SettingSyncHost.exe 6744 Running chris oo 2,852 K Host Process for Sett...
[55]ShellExperienceHost.... 5372 Suspended chris o0 23,056 K Windows Shell Exper...
[#E] sihost.exe 4356 Running chris 00 4980 K Shell Infrastructure ..,

Fewer details End task

And if you right-click 'SearchUI .exe' select " Open File Location ", you will see the location of SearchUl.exe.
It is part of the 'Microsoft.Windows.Cortana_cw5n1h2txyewy' application directory on Windows.

Application Tools

File Home Share View Manage 0

“— v <« Syste.. » Microsoft. Windows.Cortana_cw3nTh2borewy v O Search Mic.. @
SoftwareDistr MName Date modified Type “
Speech |%] RulesProxyStub.dll 831/ 29 PM Application
Speech_One( |%] RulesService.dll 831/ 29 PM Application &
System |%] RulesServiceProxyStub.dil 8/31; 26 PM Application &
System32 |#] sAPIBackgroundTask.dIl 8/31/ G PM Application &

| | sAPITask.winmd 7/16/2016 4:43 AM WINMD File

SystemA
SR [& SearchUl.exe 8/19/2016 10:53 PM  Application
SystemResou 4] SharedVoiceAgents.dil 8/31/2016 328 PM  Application e
SysWOowed || ShellActionUriHandlers.dll 8/31/2016 2:29PM  Application e
TAPI |%| SignalsManager.dIl 8/31/2016 3:29 PM Application &
Tasks - |Z] TewtFrtituFvteartarDenv dll R/AIMABIADM Annlicatinn = ¥

127items 1 item selected 10.1MB =

This application appears on the list of processes running as "Cortana’ but in fact it is a small tool called
SearchUl .exe.

2. 'SearchUl.exe isa Windows Sear ch feature

First we proceed to disable SearchUI.exe access, then end Cortana's task on Task Manager and rename the
'Microsoft. Windows.Cortana_cw5nlh2txyewy' folder to another name. Now Cortana no longer runs in the
background, but the Windows Search feature is completely "broken".




Whether clicking on the Windows Search box on the Taskbar or pressing the key combination does not appear
the Search dialog box. When renaming the folder Cortana to the original name, the Search dialog box appears
again and works normally.

SearchUl.exe is not really true Cortana. Cortana is both the name of Microsoft's virtual assistant, and the name
of all the Local Search tools integrated on Windows 10.

When disabling Cortana from the Registry or Group Policy, all online features are disabled but the Local Search
tool files still run.

3. SearchUIl .exe uses any resour ce

Cortana (or SearchUl.exe) does not use many resources, so you don't need to worry too much.

When Cortana is disabled with a pre-edited Registry, you can see the Cortana process (SearchUl.exe) using 37.4
MB of memory and 0% of the CPU.

File Qptions  View
Processes Performance App history Startup Users Details  Services
- 4% 43% 0% 0%
MName CPU Memory Disk Metwork
N — e S SO -
A
[m5] COM Surrogate 0% 1.3 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
[&] Core Sync (32 bit) 0% 10.8 MB 0MB/s 0 Mbps
E Corsair Utility Engine (32 bit) 0% 435 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
[E] Cortana 0%  374MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
[&8] Creative Cloud (32 bit) 0% 38.1 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
[85] Device Association Framework ... 0% 31MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps v
Fewer details End task

Y ou might wonder why Cortana uses any resources. That's because Cortana loads in memory, so it can appear
immediately when you click on the Search Windows pane in the Taskbar or when pressing the Windows + S
key combination.

When opening the Search Box on Windows 10, Cortana will use the CPU, but only if the Search dialog box
opens.
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File Options  Yiew

Processes  Performance App history Startup Users Details Services

- 3% 44% 0% 0%

MName CPU Memory Disk Metwork
[ ey es oo e e e —

A

Core Sync (32 bit) 0% 10.8 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
E Corsair Utility Engine (32 bit) 0.1% 484 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
E Cortana 0.8% 40.3 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
E Cortana Background Task Host 0% 23 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps
Creative Cloud (32 bit) 0% 38.0 MB 0 MB/s 0 Mbps

0 MB/s 0 Mbps N

Start typing to search for
apps, files, and settings.

End task

The process of Cortana doesn't even process the index file. Windows index files are checked from within, so you
can quickly search them from search engines.

When Windows indexes your files, you will see processes like "Microsoft Windows Search Filter Host",
"Microsoft Windows Search Indexer”, and "Microsoft Windows Search Protocol Host" CPU usage on Task
Manager.

To control the index, open Start Menu or Control Panel and search for Indexing Options. Start the Indexing
Options shortcuts that appear. This control panel allows you to select the location of the Windows index file,
select the correct files, and not include the files that you do not want to index.

Refer to some of the following articles:

1. How to use Cortanato turn off or restart Windows 10?

1. Completely disabling virtual assistant Cortana on Windows 10

1. 10 animationsillustrate the most outstanding features on Windows 10
Good luck!

Y ou finished reading the article "Why isit disabled but Cortana still runsin the background?" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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