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Why is encryption a must-enable Windows security
feature?

The scariest thing about laptop theft isn't the loss of the hardware, it's the fact that your unencrypted drive can be
read on any computer. Windows has built-in protection for this.

The scariest thing about laptop theft isn't the loss of the hardware, it's the fact that your unencrypted drive can be
read on any computer. Windows has built-in protection for this. You just have to know where to look!

 

Why do people avoid encryption?

For years, many people avoided BitLocker like the plague. The fear of accidentally locking their computers out
of their own files kept them from enabling what is arguably Windows' most important security feature. And
there were plenty of people who felt the same way.

Many people also believe that they have nothing worth protecting. But think about what's actually on your laptop
— text messages synced from your phone, random notes containing financial information, family photos and
videos, passwords saved in your browser, and countless personal documents. If your laptop is stolen, you could
lose more than just a computer.

 

Why should I enable device encryption?

Modern iPhones and Android phones automatically encrypt your data when you enable lock screen protection.
Likewise, all Apple computers with the T2 chip offer automatic data encryption right out of the box. The
encryption on these devices is so seamless that you probably won't even notice it's there. That's exactly how it
works—protecting your data in the background while you work.

If someone steals your unencrypted laptop, they can take the hard drive out, connect it to another computer, and
browse through your files as if they belonged to them. With encryption enabled, no one can use the drive without
first formatting it, which will erase all the data on it.
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Likewise, selling or donating your old computer is less risky when you know your data is encrypted. Even if you
forget to properly erase the drive, the new owner won't be able to access your old files without the encryption
key.

How to enable device encryption

Microsoft has quietly turned on device encryption by default on new Windows 11 installations, no matter how
you set up your PC. Whether you sign in with a Microsoft account or create a local account using workarounds
to bypass the internet connection requirement, encryption is automatically enabled.

The key difference is where your recovery key is stored. With a Microsoft account, your recovery key is
automatically saved to the cloud. But with a local account, encryption remains in a suspended state, with the key
stored only on your local drive. This way, you're not fully protected, and you don't have a proper backup of your
recovery key.

 



To complete the encryption process, you need to sign in with your Microsoft account, then upload your recovery
key to the cloud.

If you just bought a new computer or installed Windows 11, check your encryption status right away. Open
Settings > Privacy & security , then click Device encryption . If you see Device encryption is on , you're
protected.

If you see a yellow warning that says Sign in with your Microsoft account to finish encrypting the device ,
your encryption process is not complete. Click Sign in and sign in to your Microsoft account to secure your
system and back up your recovery key.

The encryption options available depend on your version of Windows and your hardware. Windows 11 Home
includes a lighter version of BitLocker called Device Encryption , while Pro and Education editions offer full
BitLocker with comprehensive management features and more control over your security settings.

 

Device Encryption on Windows 11 Home

Windows 11 Home makes things simple. If your PC supports it (most modern PCs do), device encryption is
automatically turned on when you sign in with a Microsoft account on a fresh install.

If you've upgraded to Windows 11 , you'll need to manually enable it in Settings . Go to Settings > Privacy &
security > Device encryption and turn it on. That's it! Windows will handle the rest automatically, including
saving the recovery key to your Microsoft account.

For most people, this simplicity should work pretty well as long as you have access to your Microsoft account.

BitLocker Encryption on Windows 11 Pro and Education

BitLocker offers all the features of device encryption, along with extensive management features. You can
encrypt specific drives, use different authentication methods, and most importantly, choose multiple backup
locations for your recovery keys right from the start.

To turn on BitLocker, click Start , type Manage BitLocker , and open it from the search results. Select the
drive, click Turn on BitLocker , and enter your password when prompted. Windows will walk you through
setup, including steps to back up your recovery key.



BitLocker also lets you encrypt external hard drives, which device encryption can't do. This is useful if you're
backing up or saving sensitive data to a USB or external SSD.

You finished reading the article "Why is encryption a must-enable Windows security feature?" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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