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When should you use Reasoning Mode on an Al
chatbot?

Al's Reasoning Mode allows Al chatbots to solve a question through a structured, step-by-step process, rather
than directly providing the statistically most likely answer.

Deep thinking or logical reasoning has become a hot topic in the world of Al chatbots recently, with most bots
now offering the ability to 'think' before responding. But when should you really use this feature? Sure, Al can
think (deeply) before answering anything, but that doesn't mean it should. Let's analyze when to use reasoning
mode and when normal mode will suffice.

What is Al's Reasoning M ode?

Al's Reasoning Mode allows Al chatbots to solve a question through a structured, step-by-step process, rather
than directly providing the statistically most likely answer. The model simulates breaking down your question
into a series of intermediate reasoning steps that guide the final answer. This process significantly reduces the
risk of errorsor Al illusions.

Essentially, the reasoning mode uses a thought-based prompt generation method, guiding the Al ??to 'think
aloud' by explicitly stating each intermediate cal culation, fact-checking, or logical inference. This step-by-step
process ensures each piece of information is validated before the chatbot reaches a conclusion.

For example, the author of the article asked DeepSeek , with DeepThink enabled, a simple subtraction: 'If John
has 5 apples and gives Mary 2, how many apples does he have left?' In the screenshot below, you can see the
detailed reasoning process it used to ensure the correct answer to such a simple question.
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John Gives Apples, Remaining Count Calculation

When should you not use inference mode?

Before discussing when to use inference mode, it's important to understand that for many everyday questions,
simple mode is sufficient. For most daily questions, inference mode offers nothing special. In fact, it slows down
the process, uses unnecessary server/token resources, and can provide lengthy answers to simple questions.

It's unnecessary to enable inference mode for common questions like simple definitions, factual information,
basic conversions, and yes/no questions. For such simple requests, using inference mode would be impractical,
as they don't require any complex reasoning.

K eeping the inference mode constantly enabled will lead to long delays for simple answers and consume your
data plan limit (if any). Not to mention, it puts extra strain on the Al ??chatbot's server without providing any
real benefit. For example, DeepSeek often reports a 'server busy' error under heavy load if DeepThink (R1) is
enabled, but works normally when it's disabled.

In addition to deep thinking ability, it's crucia to formulate clear questions so the chatbot understands what
you'rereally asking. Here are some expert tips for creating perfect prompts for Al .

When should you use inference mode?

The reasoning mode is particularly effective when questions lack clear/actual answers, often due to the presence
of multiple variables. The reasoning mode can analyze such questions and provide compelling responses.
Furthermore, most complex questions with many details al so benefit from a step-by-step reasoning process.

To help you understand better, the following article lists some common questions that would benefit from having
reasoning mode enabl ed:



1. Solving complex problems : Reasoning helps solve mathematical, programming, or engineering problems
with many variables and dependencies. For example: 'Find the derivative of f(x) = (3x2 + 2x) / In(x)".

2. Strategic decision-making : Decisions involving trade-offs include weighing pros and cons and
predicting outcomes. A mode of reasoning can minimize the possibility of making false assumptions and
misjudging the truth. An example of a question might be, 'Should | hire freelancers or full-time employees
to develop a minimum viable product (MVP) for a startup? '

1. Key Factors to Consider

Factor Freelancers Full-Time Employees

Cost Structure Hourly/project rates; no benefits or taxes Salary + benefits + payroll taxes
Commitment & Focus Juggle multiple dlients; may deprioritize you Dedicated to your mission and roadmap
Onboarding & Ramp-Up Fast to engage; minimal HR overhead Longer hiring process; cultural onboarding
Control & IP Contractual IP assig nts; variable quality

Scalability Scale up/down quickly

Long-Term Continuity Knowledge can walk away when project ends Builds institutional memory

1. Technical troubleshooting : While normal mode may be suitable for common software issues, you'll need
to enable inference mode for complex software and mechanical problems, especially if the causeis
unknown.

2. Creative Brainstor ming : Questions designed to generate new ideas often involve considering multiple
variables to create original concepts. These reasoning steps ensure all variables are properly considered to
produce innovative ideas. For example, a prompt like 'Suggest 10 unique and surprising plot twists for a
science fiction novel about artificial intelligence’ would benefit from reasoning to avoid repetitive or
boring ideas.

3. Hypothetical scenarios: Exploring 'what if' scenarios can benefit from inference because it involves
simulating outcomes based on different assumptions. An example prompt might be, 'How would a four-
day work week affect productivity in a technology company? '

In addition to handling complex questions better, the reasoning process al so helps users understand and verify
how the Al ??arrived at the answer. Most Al chatbots display the reasoning steps they have taken (which may
need to be displayed manually), and users can review these steps to understand the Al's thought process,
ensuring the Al ??is error-free.

Choosing the right mode for your Al queries will ensure you get accurate answers without wasting time or
resources. Y ou can also copy/paste the same question into separate conversations to see which method yields the
best answer. By the way, remember to leverage these tips for better results.

Y ou finished reading the article "When should you use Reasoning Mode on an Al chatbot?" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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