
TipsMake > Mac OS X >Mac OS System software >

What is Launchpad? How to use Launchpad on a
MacBook.

What is Launchpad? Learn about Launchpad on MacBook, its uses, and how to open, organize applications, and
use Launchpad effectively for beginners.

What is Launchpad and why does it frequently come up when talking about MacBooks? It's a tool that helps
users access and manage applications faster, optimizing workflow during daily use. Read the article below to
understand more and learn how to use Launchpad more effectively.

What is Launchpad on a MacBook?

Launchpad on a MacBook is a display showing all installed applications, arranged in a grid for easy and quick
access. This feature works similarly to the home screen on a phone, allowing you to access software with just
one click or tap on the trackpad.

Once you understand what Launchpad on a MacBook is, you can use it to rearrange icons, group apps into
folders, or drag and drop for more organized management. This makes opening and controlling applications on
macOS more intuitive and time-saving.

How does Launchpad work on a Macbook?

Launchpad on a MacBook starts as a central control panel, displaying all applications as an easily accessible grid
of icons. To activate it, press the F4 key or swipe four fingers together on the touchpad.
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It allows for quick searching via the input field at the top, and also organizes icons into custom folder groups.
You can manage them by dragging and dropping to move them or long-pressing to remove unnecessary apps.

How to open Launchpad on a MacBook

The steps to open Launchpad that suit your usage habits, while not complicated, help you quickly access your
app list, saving you a considerable amount of time. If you're wondering what Launchpad on a MacBook is, check
out the tips below.

Open Launchpad using the keyboard.

A quick and common way to open Launchpad on a MacBook is to press the F4 key (usually marked with a grid
icon). If your keyboard is in special function mode (such as volume control), you need to press Fn + F4 to
activate it.

You can customize this shortcut through the Keyboard section in System Settings to better suit your needs. This
allows for quick access without taking your hands off the keyboard, ideal for everyday work.

Open Launchpad using Trackpad



To open Launchpad via the trackpad on a MacBook, you pinch your thumb and three fingers together on the
surface. This gesture works smoothly on MacBook models that support Multi-Touch, allowing quick access
without removing your hand from the trackpad.

If the gesture isn't responding, check and enable the option in the Trackpad section of System Settings to ensure
it's activated. This method of opening Launchpad on a MacBook is especially convenient when multitasking,
allowing you to quickly switch between application grids without using an external mouse.

Open Launchpad from the Dock

To open Launchpad from the Dock on your MacBook, simply find the application grid icon in the Dock at the
bottom of the screen and left-click it. If the Dock is hidden, move your mouse cursor to the bottom edge of the
screen to make it visible, then click the icon.

How to use Launchpad on MacBook

Understanding how to use Launchpad will help you utilize this tool more effectively when using your MacBook.
From searching for applications and organizing icons to creating folders, all operations are quite quick and easy
if done correctly.

How to find and open applications in Launchpad on a Macbook

The most basic way to use Launchpad is to use it to find and access the applications you need:

1. Step 1: Click the Launchpad icon on the Dock.

1. Step 2: Click on the search bar and type the app name directly.
2. Step 3: Tap the selected app icon once to open it immediately.

MacBooks integrate Launchpad, which displays apps in a grid format, allowing you to quickly open and
organize them with just a few taps. This enables you to switch tasks and process work faster. Buy the latest
MacBook models with many great deals now.



How to add apps to Launchpad on a Macbook

When you need to manually add your application to Launchpad, follow these steps:

1. Step 1: Open Finder ? Go to Downloads.

1. Step 2: Find and drag the application icon into the Applications folder in the Finder sidebar - this is
the standard way for Launchpad to automatically recognize and display it.

1. Step 3: Open Launchpad to test.

How to organize applications in Launchpad on a Macbook

To use Launchpad effectively, you should rearrange your applications to suit your habits:

1. Step 1: Click the Launchpad icon on the Dock.

1. Step 2: Press and hold the left mouse button on the icon of any app until all the icons start shaking slightly
and an X appears in the corner.

2. Step 3: Drag the app icon to the desired location.

How to create and manage folders in Launchpad on a Macbook

You can create and manage folders in Launchpad to optimize them for your personal needs:

1. Step 1: Click the Launchpad icon on the Dock.

1. Step 2: Press and hold the left mouse button on any application icon until the icons start to shake slightly
and an X appears in the corner.

2. Step 3: Drag one app icon and drop it on top of another.
3. Step 4: Name the folder

Note that Apple removed the icon rearrangement and folder creation features from Launchpad in macOS 26
Tahoe.

How to remove apps from Launchpad on a Macbook

Launchpad allows you to quickly remove unused app icons, resulting in a cleaner display.

1. Step 1: Click the Launchpad icon on the Dock.

1. Step 2: Press and hold the left mouse button on any app icon until all the icons start shaking slightly and
an X appears in the upper corner.

2. Step 3: Tap directly on the X icon of the app you want to remove.
3. Step 4: Tap the Delete button on the notification to confirm and remove it.

Note: Pressing the X and confirming Delete will uninstall the application from your Mac. If you only want to
clean up the interface for a cleaner look, group infrequently used applications into folders.



How to reset Launchpad to default settings on a Macbook.

While using Launchpad, you can restore the original layout structure by using a simple command via Terminal
to delete custom data.

1. Step 1: Open the Terminal.

1. Step 2: Type the following command into Terminal: defaults write com.apple.dock ResetLaunchPad -
bool true; killall Dock , then press Enter.

1. Step 3: Return to Launchpad to test.

Notes on using Launchpad on a Macbook

Here are some practical tips to help you use Launchpad more effectively on macOS and avoid unnecessary
problems.

1. Always prioritize using the search box as soon as you open Launchpad: Just type a few letters and the
application will appear instantly, faster than manually browsing through pages.

2. Organize applications into folders based on their function (e.g., Productivity, Creative, Utilities) to
reduce the number of pages displayed and improve overall visibility.

3. Set a Hot Corner (screen corner) to activate Launchpad by hovering your mouse over the bottom-left
corner – convenient for using your mouse or trackpad without pressing a shortcut key.

4. Avoid dragging and dropping applications too much if your computer is running many heavy tasks ,
as this can cause temporary slowdowns; restart the Dock via Terminal if the interface is lagging.

5. Check the Applications folder if the newly installed app doesn't appear - Launchpad only displays
apps that are in the correct location in the system.

6. With the new operating system update from Apple, Launchpad may change its interface, name, or be
replaced with a new management interface.

Launchpad on a Macbook becomes powerful when you combine quick search with organized, personalized
settings. Using the app with these helpful tips will make your workflow faster, smoother, and significantly save
you time in your daily tasks.

What Launchpad is is no longer a confusing question once you understand how it works and the basic operations
on your MacBook. Knowing how to use it correctly allows for faster access and management, saving you time
during your work. Don't forget to read more useful tips to make the most of your MacBook every day.

You finished reading the article "What is Launchpad? How to use Launchpad on a MacBook." edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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