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What is GitIgnore? How to Create and Use
GitIgnore

GitIgnore is a file in a Git project, called .gitignore. Its main function is to list files or directories that you don't
want Git to track or store.

 Gitignore allows users to clearly identify unnecessary files and folders in version tracking with Git. Configuring
Gitignore effectively helps remove personal configuration files or sensitive data from the repository, thereby
improving the security and performance of the project. So what is Gitignore and how does it work? Let's find out
with TipsMake through the article below.

What is GitIgnore?

GitIgnore is a file in your Git project called .gitignore. Its main function is to list files or directories that you
don't want Git to track or store. When you add files to GitIgnore, Git will ignore them during commits and
pushes to the repository, helping to keep your repository clean and avoid storing unnecessary files.

The GitIgnore file is typically located in the root directory of your project, but you can create multiple GitIgnore
files for subdirectories if needed. Each pattern in the GitIgnore file can define different rules for determining
which files should be ignored. These patterns can be specific file names, file types (like *.log), or directories
(like /temp/).
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How GitIgnore Works

GitIgnore works based on simple syntax and consistent rules. When a file is added to a GitIgnore file, Git tracks
the contents of that file and decides whether or not to include it in the commit history.

When you add a file to Git, Git checks the GitIgnore file before committing the change. If the file is on the
GitIgnore list, Git will never track changes to that file. You can work with files without worrying about them
being included in the repository.

Benefits of using GitIgnore

Using GitIgnore brings many benefits to programmers and development teams. Here are some specific benefits
of using GitIgnore.

Minimize clutter in your warehouse

Without GitIgnore, files created during development can all be included in Git, resulting in a repository that
becomes unmanageable and filled with unnecessary files.

Protect sensitive information

GitIgnore helps protect sensitive information by preventing files containing private information from being
included in the repository. 

Speed ??up the development process

When you have a properly configured GitIgnore file, you can focus on what matters most without having to
worry about temporary or unnecessary files slowing down your development. 

Support more efficient team workflows

In a team, using GitIgnore ensures that all members are on the same page when it comes to managing files and
folders. This creates a professional and synchronized working environment among team members.

How to Create and Use GitIgnore

Create GitIgnore file

Create a file called .gitignore in your project's root directory. You can use the touch .gitignore command in the
terminal to create this file.

Open the .gitignore file and add rules to specify which files or directories you want Git to ignore.

How to write rules in GitIgnore



Once you have a GitIgnore file, the next step is to write rules to define which files should be ignored. Here are
some basic rules:

How to write rules in GitIgnore

1. Ignore entire files or directories: Just write the name of the file or directory you want to ignore. For
example: node_modules/, dist/, .env.

2. Ignore all files with extensions: Use the asterisk * to represent any character. For example: *.log, *.tmp.
3. Ignore all files in subdirectories: Use the forward slash / to explicitly specify a directory or file in a

subdirectory. For example: /temp/*.log.
4. Exclude specific files: Use the ! exclamation mark to exclude a specific file from the ignore rule. For

example: *.log and !important.log

Use available GitIgnore templates

If you are new to writing GitIgnore rules, you can check out the available GitIgnore templates. GitHub provides
a repository of GitIgnore files for many different types of projects, from web apps to mobile apps.

How to check GitIgnore validity

Once you have created and configured your GitIgnore file you need to check that these rules are working as
expected. The simplest way to do this is to use the 'git check-ignore' command.

Use the 'git check-ignore' command

The git check-ignore command allows you to check if a file is ignored by GitIgnore. Here's how to use it:

1. git check-ignore -v myfile.txt
2. The -v option is used to display more detailed information about the applied skip rule.

Notes when using GitIgnore

While GitIgnore is a powerful tool, there are still a few things you should keep in mind when using it, including:



Don't ignore important files

One of the common mistakes when using GitIgnore is ignoring important files. This can lead to code that doesn't
work properly or even doesn't compile. So when writing GitIgnore rules you need to make sure that you only
ignore unnecessary files without affecting the development of the project.

Update GitIgnore as needed

In case you have any doubts about whether a particular file is being ignored by GitIgnore, you can use the git
check-ignore command to check. This check helps you make sure that GitIgnore is working as expected and not
ignoring important files that you want to track.

Conclude

Effective source code management requires eliminating unnecessary files, and .gitignore is an essential tool for
doing this. It helps protect private information, streamline the repository, and improve workflow. Hopefully, the
knowledge provided by TipsMake will help you master this tool and successfully apply it to your software
development projects.

You finished reading the article "What is GitIgnore? How to Create and Use GitIgnore" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.

© 2019 TipsMake.com

https://tipsmake.com

