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What isdesktop shortcut”? How does a shortcut
work?

Have you ever wondered how desktop shortcuts work? They seem to work differently from other files on your
computer and for good reason they are the only files that work differently from any other file.

Let's explore what makes shortcuts so special and how they work.

What isa shortcut?

Shortcut is a set of instructions that tell your computer to open a file on the computer. When you activate a
shortcut, it will give those instructions to your computer, then find and run thefile.

The files on your computer are in a special "house". If you've ever looked into the Program Files folder on your
computer, you'll know about these ‘houses.

Usually, when a program builds its 'house’ on a PC, it sets up all the files and data it needsto run in its directory.
If you remove the program from its directory, it will not be able to find the files it needs to run and an error
OCCuUrs.

Thus, if you want to run a program, you have to find its 'home on the operating system and run the
corresponding executable (.exe) file. In the past, you had to do this manually every time you wanted to run a new
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program, and it took alot of clicks through the folders to get where you wanted.

However, shortcuts make this process a lot easier. They are packages that perform al directory scans and
executable files for you. When you double-click a shortcut, the shortcut will automatically go to the program's
location and run it for you.

But they're not very smart, because if you move the program out of the folder, the shortcut won't update itself.
However, since programs tend to be fixed in one place, shortcuts don't really need to update themselves.

Inaway, it'slike driving to afriend's house, but you never really remember the way there. Every time you drive,
you must check the map and decide which direction you need to turn.

On the other hand, a shortcut is like when you enter a friend's house address into the GPS and let it guide you to
your friend's house. Y ou don't have to worry about where your friend lives and what roads there are, just follow
the instructions.

In short, the shortcut is like entering the destination address into the GPS, and your car will drive there
automatically without your assistance. Y ou don't need to do anything; let the car take you all the way.

Does removing the shortcut always delete the program?

You may notice that the program stays on your computer even after you delete a shortcut. Some people
mistakenly think that deleting a shortcut is equivalent to uninstalling a program, but that's not the case.

Shortcuts are not a major part of the program. They are just a package of instructions to tell the computer where
to run the target program. When you delete the instructions, it has absolutely no effect on the main program.

In the case of the car example above, it's like deleting your friend's home address from the GPS of your magic
self-driving car. Removing the address from your car's memory doesn't mean your friend's house will disappear.
In fact, if you removed the address from GPS, you can still go to your friend's house. You can drive there
yourself or re-enter the address into the GPS.

In the same way, you can still access a program if you have deleted its shortcut. You can go through your
computer's file system to where the program is installed or create another shortcut.

To remove a program, you need to uninstall it from Windows 10. A good uninstaller will aso remove the
shortcut, but sometimes the shortcut will be left behind. 1t will provide error message if you try to run it, so
please remove the shortcut after you uninstall the program.

How to create a shortcut on Windows 10
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Creating shortcuts on Windows 10 is very easy

If you want to create a shortcut for a program, you can do this easily in Windows 10. Refer to the article: Create
and customize application shortcuts on Windows 10 for details on how to do it.

How to see wher e the shortcut goesin Windows 10

Sometimes you will want to go to the directory where the software is installed. For example, some programs and
games will have configuration filesin their folders, you can adjust the program's behavior.

We are all too used to working with shortcuts. It's easy to install a program without ever having to know exactly
where that program's files are located. Fortunately, there is a way to find this location without ever rummaging
through the directory on your computer.

As mentioned above, a shortcut is a small package of instructions about the location of a program. You can use
that information to discover where the program isinstalled without having to run it on your computer.
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The Open file location option helps you know where the original file is on your computer

To do this on Windows 10, right-click the shortcut, then click Open file location . Y our computer will then go
to the file as instructed, but will not start the program. Instead, it will open the corresponding folder so you can
seewhat'sin it.

Y ou finished reading the article "What is desktop shortcut? How does a shortcut work?" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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