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What is ActivateWindowsSear ch? Should we disable
1t?

ActivateWindowsSearch is part of the scheduled task of Windows Search available on Windows 7, Windows
8.1, and Windows 10. The ActivateWindowsSearch task is an essential part of the Search function.

Some users fret after noticing that a scheduled task in Windows seems to be taking up alot of system resources.
The most frequently asked question isis there an explanation of what this task does and how important it isto
the functioning of the Windows operating system? Let's find the answer through the following article offline!

What is ActivateWindowsSear ch?

ActivateWindowsSear ch is part of the scheduled task of Windows Search available on Windows 7, Windows
8.1, and Windows 10. The ActivateWindowsSearch task is an essential part of the Search function. Y ou should
only do thisin situations where disabling Windows search is absolutely necessary.

The ActivateWindowsSear ch task is used to search indexed files and programs for quick results.
Disabling this task may cause errors with programs configured to start at startup such as Internet Explorer,

Tablet PC Handwriting, Windows Media Center, and others.

L ActivateWindowsSearch Properties (Local Computer) H |

General | Triggers | Actions | Conditions | Settings | History (disabled)

Name: ActivateWindowsSearch
Location: Micresoft\Windows'\Media Center

Author: E-PC\E |
|

Bescription:  Privileged Media Center Search Reindexing job

Security options |
When running the task, use the following user account |
E-PC\Guest Change User or Group... |

@ Run only when user is logged on

‘ Run whether user is logged on or not
| ore password. The task will only h
=

Should ActivateWindowsSear ch (Windows Sear ch) be disabled?

By far the most common reason why users seek to disable the ActivateWindowsSearch task along with the
Windows Search functionality is to improve system performance. On low-end PC configurations, disabling hard
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drive indexing is one of the simplest ways to improve PC performance.

However, there are cases where disabling the search won't give you a performance boost. For example, if you
have afast CPU (i5, i7 or AMD equivalent) + aregular HDD or SSD, disabling Windows search won't give you
any performance improvement. Thisis because your CPU isfully capable of maintaining indexation even when
other resource-demanding tasks are performed - multi-core processors do agreat job at managing workloads.

But if you have alow-end configuration with a slow CPU + any type of traditional hard drive then disabling
Windows Search should be considered, if you are looking for ways to improve system performance. There are
reports to users that Windows Search Indexer (afeature dependent on the ActivateWindowsSearch task) uses
more than 80% RAM - Inthis caseg, it isreally good to turn off Windows Search.

Another reason why you might want to disable this action isif you are using an equivalent third-party program
that almost does the same thing (tools like Everything).

How do | turn off ActivateWindowsSearch (Windows Sear ch)?

If you decide to turn off the ActivateWindowsSearch task along with the Windows search functionality, the
exact process depends on which version of Windows you're currently using. On versions older than Windows
10, the process is much easier to do because Windows Search is an removeable feature built into the shell user
interface.

On Windows 10, you can only achieve the same result by disabling multiple Group Policies or by disabling the
Windows Search service.

With thisin mind, follow the method applicable to the Windows Operating System that you are currently using.
How to disable Windows Sear ch on Windows 8.1 and Windows 7

If you're not using Windows 10, you can turn off search much more effectively using the Windows Features
screen . This method will not only prevent Windows Search and any related tasks from consuming system
resources, but also remove any evidence of this feature (search box, settings related to it, etc.).

Refer to our quick guide on how to disable Windows search on Windows 7 and Windows 8/ 8.1 for more
details.

How to turn off search on Windows 10

If you want to turn off search on Windows 10, then the best way is to use the Services utility . But keep in mind
that contrary to the procedure on Windows 7 and Windows 8, this method will not remove elements of the
Windows Search function.

This means that even ActivateWindowsSearch and other related tasks are no longer allowed to use system
resources, you will still see search-related elements.

Here's aquick guide on how to disable the Windows Search service on Windows 10:

1. PressWindows Key + R to open aRun dialog box . Then, type services.msc and press Enter to open the
Serviceswindow . Type services.msc and press Enter.



2. When you are inside the Services screen , select Services (L ocal) from the vertical menu on the left.

3. Scroll to the right pane, scroll through the list of services, and search for Windows Search. When you find the
service, double-click it.

@Windows Push Notifications System Service  This service
%Windnws Push Motifications User Service_12... This service
@Windows PushTolnstall Service Provides infi
'-.":}%Windcrws Remote Management (W5-Manag...

2 Windows Search Provides co
;‘%Windc&ws Securty Service
ﬂWinduws Time
%Windnws Update Enables the

4. Inside the Windows Search service's Properties screen , select the General tab and change the boot type
(using the drop-down menu) to Disabled. Then, click Apply to save the current configuration.

Windows Search Properties (Local Computer)
General |ogOn  Recovery Dependencies

Service name: WSearch

Display name: Windows Search

Description: Fmvides contert indexing, property caching, and

earch results for files, e-mail, and other content.

Path to executable:
CWindows system 32 . Searchindexer.exe /Embedding

Startup type: Digabled

Automatic (Delayed Start)
Automatic
| Manual

Senvice status:  rre A

Start Pauses Resume

You can specify the start parameters that apphy when you start the service
from here.

Start parameters:




Windows Search is now effectively disabled on Windows 10. If you want to re-enable the Windows Search
function, just set the Startup type back to Automatic (Delayed Start).

Y ou finished reading the article "What is ActivateWindowsSear ch? Should we disable it?" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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