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What are the differences between Command Prompt
and PowerShell?

Many readers have asked about the difference between Command Prompt and PowerShell on Windows, as these
are two of the most popular command-line programs used by users to perform and process many important tasks.
In this article, TipsMake will explain the differences between Command Prompt and PowerShell.

Command Prompt and PowerShell are both prominent command-line programs on Windows; however, not
everyone can distinguish between them and understand the differences in their functions.

Continuing our series comparing and differentiating prominent services and software, TipsMake presents a
comprehensive and easy-to-understand guide to distinguishing between Command Prompt and PowerShell.

What are the differences between Command Prompt and PowerShell?

What is Command Prompt? What are the functions of Command Prompt?

Command Prompt is the default command-line interface that has been present since the Windows NT era,
released by Microsoft. It is a Win32 application built into the system and can interact with many software
programs and objects within the operating system.
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The Command Prompt's command structure is quite simple and easy to execute commands to fix Windows
errors, access information, and enable advanced computer functions, such as setting up Wi-Fi and Bluetooth
networks. Due to its simple, rudimentary user interface and command-line structure quite similar to the old
MSDOS, the Command Prompt has no connection to MS-DOS.

To open cmd and launch Command Prompt on a computer, users now have many ways, especially on Windows
10, where opening cmd is even easier, either directly from the Start Menu or by pressing the Windows + R key
combination and typing cmd.

What is PowerShell? What are the functions of PowerShell?

The concept of PowerShell is quite easy to understand. PowerShell is also a command-line interface on
Windows, but it has many improvements over Command Prompt in both interface and command line structure.
The first version of PowerShell was released in 2006 based on the .NET Framework. PowerShell has many
advanced features compared to Command Prompt, such as command paths, task automation, and remote
command execution.

PowerShell integrates deeply with the Windows operating system while still providing a fairly intuitive
command-line interface. PowerShell is often preferred by IT professionals and developers for automating tasks
and managing configurations.

Similar to Command Prompt, Windows 10 users have many quick and convenient ways to open PowerShell. For
more ways to open PowerShell in Windows 10 , you can refer to the article from TipsMake.

Distinguishing between Command Prompt and PowerShell

To differentiate between Command Prompt and PowerShell, users only need to consider the functions each
command-line interface provides.

PowerShell offers many advanced features and is more deeply integrated than Command Prompt. With
PowerShell, almost all system information is exposed, making it more accessible to IT professionals, system
administrators, and ordinary users.



PowerShell uses short command-line commands, which can be easily triggered in a standard environment or in
automation scripts. Additionally, PowerShell treats command lines as objects, allowing you to manipulate data
without the need for complex reg symbols, something almost impossible in Command Prompt. However, like
Command Prompt, users can utilize command history in PowerShell to quickly perform repetitive tasks.

 So, should you choose Command Prompt or PowerShell?

Overall, the comparison between Command Prompt and PowerShell is quite clear: PowerShell is a much more
powerful and efficient command-line tool and interface than Command Prompt. However, to say PowerShell is
better than Command Prompt isn't entirely accurate, as this depends heavily on the user's needs.

If you're a typical Windows user, using PowerShell might be overwhelming, while Command Prompt is a
simpler and relatively easy-to-learn tool.

Meanwhile, if you are interested in and have more knowledge of system administration, understanding and
mastering how to view command history in PowerShell will be extremely advantageous for you compared to
using Command Prompt.

So, the question of what the difference is between Command Prompt and PowerShell, or how to compare them,
has certainly been answered for many readers. By default, if you have no experience interacting with computer
systems, Command Prompt is more than enough, while with PowerShell you will need broader and deeper
programming knowledge.

Good luck!

You finished reading the article "What are the differences between Command Prompt and PowerShell?"
edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.

© 2019 TipsMake.com

https://tipsmake.com

