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Use Windows 7 Homegroup to sharefiles and
printers

The HomeGroup feature makes it easier to share files and printers between Windows 7 computers. In this article
we will introduce you more about this new feature, especially how to conduct resource sharing.

The HomeGroup feature makes it easier to share files and printers between Windows 7 computers. In this article
we will introduce you more about this new feature, especially how to conduct resource sharing.

Set up HomeGroup

There are many ways to access the HomeGroup feature, you can go to Control Panel and click 'Choose
homegroup and sharing options' or just type 'homegroup' (without quotes) in the search box in the Start menu.

i, MNetwork and Internet

8 View network status and tasks
- Choose homegroup and sharing options L}

Next, click the Create a homegroup button.

Share with other home computers running Windows 7

QS There is currently no homegroup on the network,

With a hemegroup, you can share files and printers with other computers running Windows 7. You can also
stream media to devices. The homegroup is protected with 2 password, and you'll always be able to choose
what you share with the group.

Tell me more about homegroups
::"I-Jr*.gl: advanced shaning settings...

Start the HomeGroup troubleshooter

Create a homegroup | Cancel
bt

In the Create a homegroup screen, select what you want to share with other computers.
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U ¥ Create a Homegroup

Share with other home computers running Windows 7

Your computer can share files and printers with other computers running Windows 7, and you can
stream media to devices using a hormegroup. The homegroup is protected with a password, and
you'll always be able to choose what you share with the group.

[ell me more about homearoupd

Select what you want to share:

[¥] Pictures T Documents
7] Music ¥ Printers Q (
|#] Videos

After the group is created, you will receive a password to access it from other computers.

U ¥ Create a Homegroup

Use this password to add other computers to your homegroup

Before you can access files and printers [ocated on other computers, add those computers to your
hemegroup. You'll need the following password.

Write down this password:

HJI3NVO1lv7Z

Print password and instructions

If you ever forget your homegroup password, you can view or change it by opening HomeGroup in
Control Panel,

How can other computers join my homegroup?

After receiving the Password, you will be returned to the HomeGroup screen, where you can make some
additional changesif you want.



Change homegroup settings

Q% This computer belongs to 2 homegroup.
Share libraries and printers

[¥] Pictures [¥] Music [¥] Videos
[¥] Documents [¥] Printers

How do I share additional libraries? How do [ exclude files and folders?
Share media with devices
[] Stream miy pictures, music, and videos to all devices on my home network
Choose media streaming options...
Mote: Shared media is not secure, Anyene connected to your network can receive your shared media,
Other homegroup actions
View or print the homegroup password

Change the password...

Leave the homegroup...

Connect to the HomeGroup

On other Windows 7 computers, visit the HomeGroup feature and click to join the group you created.

Change homegroup settings

Q% This computer belongs to a homegroup.

H [, Windows detected ancther hemegroup on your network. With a
e

hemegroup, you can share files and printers with other computers running
Windows 7. You can also stream media to devices,

Other homegroup actions
View or pnnt the homegroup password
Change the password...
Leave the homegroup...
Change advanced sharing settings...
Start the HomeGroup troubleshooter

Save changes .

Enter the password created for the HomeGroup.



‘-\_J f“‘ Join a Homegroup

Type the homegroup password

A password helps prevent unauthorized access to homegroup files and printers. You can get the
password from the person who set up your homegroup.

Where can | find the homegroup password?

Type the new homegroup password from mysticgeek:

HI3NV

Once the password is accepted, the connection will take place, at which point you have completed your work.

) i“' Join a Homegroup

You have joined the homegroup

You can begin accessing files and printers shared by other people in the homegroup.

(Fin 7|

However, if you do not want to use this password anymore, go to the advanced options in the Network and
Sharing Center and turn off sharing using a password ( turn off password protected sharing ).

Password protected sharing

When password protected sharing is on, only people who have a user account and password on this
computer can access shared files, printers attached to this computer, and the Public folders. To give
other people access, you must turn off password protected sharing.

) Turn on password protected sharing
@ &lm off password protected sharing




Another thing you might want to do here is create a shortcut to the HomeGroup. Just go to Network and copy its
icon to the desktop. Alternatively, you can use another method for this to create shortcuts directly from the
shared folder.

B videos

ﬂ Homegroup
2 mysticgeek (MYSTICGEEK

i ® Create link in EHDP

[ ocal Disk (C:)

To share the printer, you need to select Printers when creating the group and then, when you go to Devices and
Printersin the Start menu, you will seeit and can set it as default if you want.

Addadevice  Addaprinter  Seewhat's printing % = @

# Devices (4)

TGEEK-PC Acer X192W

Dell USE Keyboard V125w

 Printers and Faxes (3)

-

Microsoft XP5
Document Writer

HP PSC 1500 series on MYSTICGEEK-PC  State: @ A&
a Model: HP PSC 1500 series

Category: Printer



Hereis an introduction to show you how to share files and printers between Windows 7 computers on your home
network. If you have XP or Vista on your network, then you might want to refer to some other ways to perform
sharing between these computers on the network.

Access datain HomeGroup from Vistaand XP.

Y ou finished reading the article "Use Windows 7 Homegr oup to sharefilesand printers' edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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