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Top 5 leading WMI tools

Windows Management Instrumentation, or WMI, is a technology that makes it easier to manage Microsoft
Windows-based servers and workstations.

Windows Management Instrumentation, or WMI, is a technology that makes it easier to manage Microsoft
Windows-based servers and workstations. It collects and reports configuration information to the computer using
the standard interface. In addition to viewing configuration information, WMI can also work with Windows
computers by configuring the computer's configuration. WMI is not a configuration tool, but a framework
builder for remote viewing and configuration of individual Windows computers. Before WMI was born in the
mid-1990s, managing remote Windows computers was a very difficult task. The first WMI deployment was
quite limited, but this has changed to include support for a variety of hardware and software configurations.

WMI is very similar to a network management protocol that most network administrators are familiar with:
SNMP. Like SNMP, WMI is between management applications, scripts and configuration settings on the server.
However, unlike SNMP, WMI is designed from scratch to support a multitude of configuration items. This
means that WMI can report and control complex Windows configuration items such as mount points. The most
popular WMI tools are divided into two categories: Browser (Browser) and manipulator. As the name implies,
the browser uses to browse the WMI and manipulator objects used to make changes. There are countless WMI
tools, but the following 5 tools are the best options.

Top 5 leading WMI tools

1. 1. Solarwinds Free WMI Monitor (RECOMMENDATIONS)
2. 2. WMI Explorer (CodePlex)
3. 3. WMI Explorer (Sapien)
4. 4. WMI Explorer (Marc van Orsouw)
5. 5. Powershell

1. Solarwinds Free WMI Monitor (RECOMMENDATIONS)
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Solarwinds Free WMI Monitor monitors every Windows application or server, giving you insight into real-time
performance. You can use custom templates, developed by the community, built-in or customized to start
tracking right after downloading. Fast and easy WMI Monitor gives you an overview of the performance of
servers and applications with a new desktop dashboard. You can modify or design your own application
templates with the integrated WMI browser - no more writing WMI scripts.

Solarwinds also has a great tutorial on how to configure and use WMI Monitor:

2. WMI Explorer (CodePlex)



WMI Explorer distributed by CodePlex is a popular tool. It provides a modern, intuitive interface. This tool
displays the WQL query to receive the selected objects or attributes, as well as creating scripts to provide
Powershell / VBScript users with the corresponding to get them. This can be particularly useful when working
with parts of the Windows system that Powershell does not include with Cmdlets. One of the most popular
features about this WMI Explorer is that it is free, so you can install it at will without worrying about buying a
license.

3. WMI Explorer (Sapien)

Although not free, Sapien's WMI Explorer shows some very nice features that CodePlex WMI Explorer doesn't
have. A great example is the integrated Technet button, which will search your selected WMI object via Technet.
The user interface is also a bit more intuitive, with the tabs below showing Powershell and VBScript code to
retrieve the selected item, along with the Powershell dashboard embedded for testing with the browser. The user
interface also seems to be styled according to the new Ribbon-based Microsoft Office menus, making the



interface more familiar.

4. WMI Explorer (Marc van Orsouw)

The big advantage of Marc van Orsouw WMI Explorer is that it is completely based on Powershell. That means
it will run on Windows Server 2008 or newer operating system without installation. This can be a great
advantage if you want to place WMI Explorer on all your systems or if you just want to use it quickly without
having to go through a complicated installation process. It is quite typical compared to some other options, but it
is useful if you just want to quickly find a WMI object for the Powershell script.

5. Powershell

1. About PowerShell



The tools discussed focused on finding WMI objects, but Powershell became special because it helped control
the found objects. This is evidenced by the tight integration between Powershell and other WMI Explorer. When
combined with information about attributes from one of the WMI Explorer, Powershell is the easiest way to
access basic data from local or remote WMI store.

Administrators do not lack the tools at hand to work with WMI objects. In the Windows world, WMI often
replaces SNMP, becoming the protocol of choice for tracking configuration information. The ability to view
information about remote systems easily and incorporate centralized management software makes WMI an
important part of the administrator's toolkit.
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You finished reading the article "Top 5 leading WMI tools" edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this article
has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on tips and guides.
Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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