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Tipsto hideinstalled applications and software on
Windows 10, 11

Y ou are sharing a computer with friends and relatives and do not want others to know what applications you are
using.

Hiding applications and software will help you avoid the curiosity of other users on your computer.

Why do you need to hide softwar e installed on your computer ?

There are many reasons why you might want to image one or more software installed on your computer:

1. You are sharing a computer with friends and relatives and do not want others to know what applications
you are using.

2. You'veinstalled some games on your work computer that you don't want your boss to know aboui.

3. You haveinstalled a child monitoring application on your computer, but do not want your children to
know its existence.

4. Some other personal reasons...

Whatever the reason, follow the instructions below to hide installed software on your Windows 10, 11 computer.
Note that the methods below only work with malicious software. build, not an app downloaded from the
Microsoft Store.

Hide individual software with Registry Editor

Registry Editor isatool that helps you change many things on your Windows computer, it also helps you hide
installed software.

Since thistool directly affects the system, you need to be cautious and follow the steps outlined below correctly.
To be more secure, you should back up the Registry before proceeding with the steps below.

Step 1: Press Windows + R to open the Run dialog box. Type regedit and then press Enter.
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=7  Typethe name of a program, folder, document or Internet
= resource and Windows will open it for you.

Open: | regedit -

Cancel Browse...

Step 2: In Registry Editor, open the following folder:

HKEY LOCAL_MACHINE/SOFTWARE/Microsoft/Windows/CurrentVersion/Uninstall

For 32bit applications installed on a 64bit PC, open the folder:

HKEY _LOCAL_MACHINE/SOFTWARE/Wow6432Node/Microsoft/Windows/CurrentV ersion/Uninstall

To open the folder more accurately, you can copy the path and paste it into the address bar of the Registry
Editor.
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Step 3: In the Uninstall folder, find the software you want to hide. In this example, | will try with VLC media
player. Right click on VLC media player.
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Step 4: Select New >> DWORD (32-hit) Value.

VLC media player #a|MementoSectio.. REG_

WIC Exxpand | is| MementoSectio.. REG_

WinRAR archivi’l New 8 Key Y
UpdateHealthToold= - | |
URL e & String Value
UserPictureChange Delete Binary Value | |
Userstate Rename ~ DWORD (32-bit) Value I
Utilran =

OWORD (64-bit) Value _

VFUProvider Export _ ( d
WaaSAssessment Pl T Multi-5tring Yalue 3

Step 5: Name the new DWORD SystemComponent.
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Step 6: Y ou double click on SystemComponent to edit it, in the Vaue data section, set it to 1. Then click OK.
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Y ou have successfully hidden VLC mediaplayer. To confirm, open Control Panel, under Programs and
Features, you will seethat thereisno VLC media player here anymore.

Repeat this method for the individual apps that you want to hide. To make the application reappear, open the
Registry Editor and delete the newly created SystemComponent value.

Hide all installed software using Group Policy Editor

Y ou can use the Group Policy Editor tool to hide all software from the uninstall list, preventing anyone from

uninstalling your software. However, Group Policy Editor is only available on versions of Windows 10 Pro and
above.

Step 1: Press Windows + R to open the Run dialog box, then enter gpedit.msc and click OK.

I Run po4

Type the name of a program, folder, document or Internet
rescurce, and Windows will open it for you.

[@

Open: gpedit.msc

QK Cancel Browse...

Step 2: Next, navigate to the following location: User Configuration > Administrative Templates > Control
Panel > Programs.
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Step 3: In the right pane, double-click the Hide 'Programs and Features page.
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Step 4: When the window pops up, select Enabled.
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Step 5: Click Apply and OK to close the window.
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Thus, you have completely hidden the Programs and Features menu in Control Panel. When accessing this
section, you will see the message 'Y our system administrator has disabled Programs and Features.

In the future, if you want to show applications again, select Not Configured in the Hide 'Program and Features
page.

Hide appsin Start Menu

Even though you already know how to hide apps in the Control Panel, other users can still easily find their
shortcuts through the Start Menu (pressing the Windows button on the keyboard).
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To fix this, you can easily

Step 1: Open File Explorer and access the following folder location:

do as below.

C:/ProgramData/Microsoft/Windows/Start Menu/Programs

Step 2: In thisfolder, right-click on the shortcut of the application you want to hide, select Delete.

« - 1 <« ProgramData » Microsoft » Windows > StartMenu > Programs » v | [
¥ Downloads # »  Name - Date modified Type
£ Documents # VideoLAN File fold
B Picures # Windows Accessories File folder
Windows Administrative Tools File folder
& Dropbox Windows Ease of Access File folder
Saved Pictures Windows Powershell File folder
Snagit Windows System File folder
& ThuThuatPhankv WinRAR File folder
- 78 Access Shortcit
& Dropbor 9 Adobe Photoshop 2021 Shorteut
[ This PC 4 Google Chrome Shortcut
“J 3D Objects #3 Microsoft Edge Shorteut
1 Desktop 9 OneNote Shorteut
& Documents 7 Outlock Shorteut
£¥ PowerPoint Shorteut
¥ Downloads “H Publisher Shortcut
b Music 5] Settings Shorteut

£ Search Programs

Size

3KB

3KB
3KB
3KB
3KB
3KB
3KB
3KB




VideoLAN

Windows Accessories cut

Windows Administrative Tools Copy

Windows Ease of Access Create shodout

Windows PowerShell Delete

Windows Systemn Rename

WinRAR )
TH Access | — 3KB
’Adobe Photeshg 21 £/4/2021 317 PM Shortcut 2KB
= Google Chrome 8/18/2021 %:32 AM Shortcut 3KB
e Microsoft Edge A Shortcut 3IKB
n OneMote Shorteut 3IKB
% Outlook Shortcut IKB
ﬁ PowerPoint Shorteut 3IKB
W Publisher Shortcut 3KB
ﬁ] Settings Shorteut 3IKB

By removing this shortcut, other users will no longer be able to find the application through the Start menu.

Conclude

Above are two simple ways to help you hide applications and software from the menu in Control Panel. Hope
thistip is helpful to you. Good luck.

Y ou finished reading the article "Tipsto hideinstalled applications and software on Windows 10, 11" edited
by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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