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Tipsfor effectively importing context into Cur sor

Adding context to Al Cursors helps Al gain a deeper understanding of the codebase, optimize responses, and
automate programming more accurately.

In the era of Al-powered programming, the difference between a generic answer and a perfect solution liesin
context . For Cursor Al —today's leading source code editor — providing the right files, code snippets, or
references will help the Al ??'see through” your entire project. This article will guide you on how to optimize
context to turn Cursor Al into atrue collaborator.

Why is context important for Cursor Al?

If you simply ask, "Write alogin function ," the Al ?2will return a sample code snippet from the internet. But if
you provide the Context—the directory containing your current database and configuration files—the Al ?2will
write astandard login function that matches your data tables, security key, and coding style.

Adding context helpsto:

1. High accuracy: Minimizes Al "hallucination” (illusory vision).
2. Savestime: No need to copy-paste the definitions of related functions.
3. Systemsthinking: Al can suggest changes that affect the entire project instead of just asinglefile.

2. Tipsfor adding context to cursorsfor more effective use.

Cursor Al version 2026 has deeply integrated automatic indexing capabilities, making adding context smoother
than ever before.

Step 1: Open the project (Load Codebase)

For the Al 7o understand the project, you can't just open a single file. Choose File > Open Folder and select
the project's root folder.


https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/information/
https://tipsmake.com/c/artificial-intelligence/
https://tipsmake.com/tips-for-effectively-importing-context-into-cursor

New Text File

New Window

New Agents Window

New Window with Profile

pen Workspace from File...

Add Folder to Workspace...
Save Workspas

Duplicate Workspace

Share

v Auto Save

Preferences

Close Folder

Once the project is uploaded, look at the bottom right corner of the screen; Cursor will perform indexing . This
isthe most important step for contextual search to work.

Step 2: Utilizethe power of the" @" symbol (Symbols)

Inthe Al ??Chat (Ctrl + L) or Composer (Ctrl + I) panel, type the @ symbol . A list of contextual options will
appear:

1. @Files. Select one or more specific files.

2. @Folders: Provide the entire source code in afolder (e.g., @onponent s).

3. @Code: Refersto a specific function or class without opening thefile.

4. @Web: Allows Al to access the internet to find the latest documents in your library.



@Files/ @Folders: Thetrick hereisthat instead of selecting each fileindividually, select a @-ol der related
file (like/ conmponent sor / hooks). The Al ?2will automatically scan the relationships between the files
within that list to provide consistent logic.

@Code: When you want the Al ?2to modify a specific function but don't want it to read an entire file with
thousands of lines, use @odeand select the exact function name. This saves the "Context Window" and makes

the Al ??respond faster.

@Git: Thisisagreat trick for handling errors after updates. Useit @3 t to let the Al ??compare the differences
between commits and pinpoint exactly which line of code caused the system crash.

Step 3: Provide specific instructions

After selecting the context @ enter your request. For example: "Based on the structure of the file @wut h. t s,
createa @ egi st er. t ssimilar file." The Cursor will immediately read and understand the old file to create

the new file synchronousdly.

3. Take advantage of advanced " Codebase Indexing" features.



The Codebase I ndexing feature received a significant upgrade in April 2026. Instead of just reading text,
Cursor now uses embeddings to understand the logic between files.

To ensure Al always has the most up-to-date context, you should go to Settings > Cursor Settings > Indexing
& Docs and make sure " Codebase Indexing” isawaysenabled . If you've just made amgor change to the
directory structure, press the Rescan button to have Al update your project "map". This helps Al accurately
answer project-wide questions such as: "How many places are using the API to retrieve user data?"

Tip: Inthisfile, clearly state the immutable rules of the project. For example: "Always use Taillwind CSS', "Use
Atomic Design architecture”, "Prefer Supabase for all database queries’. Then, no matter what you ask, Cursor
will automatically apply these "rules’ to the context without you having to repeat them.

4. MCP (Model Context Protocol): Integratesthird-party context.

A key changein Cursor Al 2026 is support for the MCP (M odel Context Protocol) . This feature allows you to
add context not only from local files but also from external services such as.

1. GitHub Issues: Al can read bug reports on GitHub to understand the context for code fixes.

2. Supabase/PostgreSQL : Al can directly read the database schema (as instructed in previous articles) to
write accurate queries.

3. Notion/Slack: Al can extract context from documentation or team communications on task management
platforms.

It's very simpleto use: You just need to configure the MCP Server in the settings, and then you can call the
context viathe key @s usual.

5. Notes on optimizing contextual memory

Although Al isvery intelligent, including "extra" context can dilute the answer or waste tokens.

1. Select only what is necessary: ??If you arefixing CSS errors, do not add context that includes backend
logic processing files.



2. Use"Long Context" correctly: Cursor 2026 supports models with extremely large context windows
(like Claude 3.5 Sonnet or GPT -40), but you should still prioritize directly related files for faster Al

responses.
3. Check Index Status. Always ensure the Index statusis "Ready" (green) for the feature @o function most

effectively.

6. Conclusion

Adding context isn't just atechnical maneuver; it's about effectively communicating with Al. By combining
proper folder opening, flexible use of the @ symbol , and leveraging the power of MCP, you'll find that
Cursor Al isno longer just a chatbot, but a partner who understands the project even better than you do.

Try it now by typing @nd selecting the most important file in your project today!

You finished reading the article "Tips for effectively importing context into Cursor” edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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