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What you need to know about the new blood type:
Gwada negative

Here's everything we need to know about the new Gwada negative blood group, what it really means, and why it
matters.

After 15 years of research, French scientists have identified a 48th new blood group system, dubbed " Gwada
negative, " from a routine preoperative blood test. The discovery is a quiet reminder that even after a century of
blood research, surprises still await. A routine test. A forgotten anomaly. And years later—a whole new chapter
in medical history.

 

In a world where blood is only viewed through the lens of types A, B, AB and O, a study has changed our
understanding. After 15 years, French scientists have discovered a 48th new blood group system. The rare
discovery was made after a blood sample collected for a routine pre-surgery test turned out to contain something
never seen before. The new blood type - dubbed " Gwada negative " - ??contains the essence of the origin and
uniqueness of its bearer.

Here's everything we need to know about the new Gwada negative blood group, what it really means, and
why it matters.

 

New blood type discovered from simple blood test, not groundbreaking experiment

It all started in 2011. A 54-year-old woman living in Paris, originally from Guadeloupe, underwent a routine
blood test before surgery. But her blood sample was unusual. It wasn't just that it didn't match the usual blood
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types; it carried an antibody that didn't match any known blood type .

The medical team noticed the anomaly, but at the time, the tools available were not powerful enough to solve the
mystery. The blood sample was preserved. And for the next eight years, the case remained unsolved.

NA sequencing revealed the truth, but it took time

Fast forward to 2019. With advances in high-throughput DNA sequencing, scientists revisited the old blood
sample using a new method, and this time, they found the clue they were after.

A gene mutation has been identified, a completely new version never before detected in the global blood group
database.

The mutation comes from both her parents, meaning she inherited a rare version of the gene from each. It is this
dual inheritance that gives her a unique blood type, one that does not match any known donor in the world.
Incredibly, she is the only person on Earth who can safely receive her own blood.

The name 'Gwada negative' was chosen not only because it reflects her origins in Guadeloupe, but also because
it is easy to pronounce. Scientists believe the name is fitting given its rare meaning.

 



Why is this discovery not just another name on the blood type list?

At first glance, this may seem like an isolated scientific event. But the discovery of Gwada-negative opens up
important discussions in the science of blood transfusion. When a person with a rare or unknown blood type
needs surgery, a transfusion can be life-threatening if not properly matched.

In severe cases, transfusions with incompatible blood types can cause severe immune reactions. That's why new
blood group systems are important—they could explain previously unexplained medical emergencies and help
researchers improve transfusion procedures, especially for people with diverse genetic backgrounds.

So it's not just about cataloging blood, it's about improving the chances of survival for people with rare blood
types, who may not even know they have rare blood types.
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