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The Wifi icon ismissing from the Windows Taskbar;
here's how to fix it.

A missing Wi-Fi icon isusually just a minor software bug that can be easily fixed with afew simple steps.

If your Wi-Fi icon suddenly disappears, don't panic. It's very likely your network card isn't broken. A missing
Wi-Fi icon is often just aminor software error that can be easily fixed with afew simple steps. This guide lists
common troubleshooting steps to restore a missing Wi-Fi icon in Windows.

Troubleshooting potential softwareerrors.

If the internet is working normally and only the Wi-Fi icon ismissing, it's likely a minor software error that can
be easily fixed. The most common and quickest solution isto restart File Explorer in Windows . Thiswill reset
the taskbar and system tray, restoring the Wi-Fi icon.

If theicon isjust a blank space or the icon image is corrupted, you can rebuild the icon cache. You'll have to edit
the Registry for this, but for simplicity, the article provides the PowerShell command below to apply the changes
automatically:

St op- Process - Nane expl orer -Force $path = "HKCU: Sof t war eCl assesLocal Setti ngsSof

Alternatively, you can also try restarting your computer, as the fast startup feature is enabled by default in
Windows. Simply hold down the Shift key and click Shutdown in the power menu. Wait a minute before
restarting your computer.

Make sure Airplane Modeis turned off.

The Wi-Fi icon will disappear and be replaced by an airplane icon if Airplane Mode is enabled. Make sure you
don't accidentally turn on Airplane Mode, as thisis easy to do on laptops since most have a dedicated shortcut or
physical button to enableit.

Simply open Windows Settings and go to Network & Internet . Here, make sure the Airplane Mode option is
turned off. Y ou can also press the Fn key and the airplane key on your keyboard to quickly turn Airplane Mode
on or off.
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Enablethe WLAN AutoConfig service.

WLAN AutoConfig is aWindows service that controls the Wi-Fi functionality on your computer. If it's disabled,
not only isthe Wi-Fi button removed, but the Wi-Fi option is also removed from Settings. If the internet isn't
working and you can't find any Wi-Fi-related optionsin Settings, it's likely that WLAN AutoConfig has been
disabled in some way.

To re-enableit, search for "services' in Windows Search and open the Ser vices application . There, right-click
on the WL AN AutoConfig service and select Start .

. Services (Local)
WLAN AutoConfig Name Description Status Startup Type
&l Windows Search Provides con.. Running  Automatic (De..
Start the service & i
e s Windows Security Service Windows Se.. Running  Manual
& Windows Time Maintainsd.. Running  Manual (Trigg..
Description: &L Windows Update Enables the .. Manual (Trigg..
The WLANSVC service provides the £ Windows Virtual Audio Devi.. Manages vir.. Manual (Trigg..

logic required to ;cnflgure. discover, 3, WinHTTP Web Proxy Auto-D.
connect to, and disconnect from a

wireless local area network (WLAN) as & Wired AutoConfig Thg
defined by |EEE 802.11 standards. It B8 WLAN AutoConfig Automatic

also contains the logic to turn your . WMI Performance A Start Manual
computer into a software access x

im.  Running  Manual
Running  Manual

point so that other devices or Ty workfolderssve Manual
computers can connect to your &) Workstation unning  Automatic
computer wirelessly using a WLAN S WpnUserService_971( unning  Automatic
adapter that can Sl:IDpOR this. .'.| WSAIFabricSve unning  Automatic
Stopping or disabling the WLANSVC - 1

caniica will maka all Wi AN adantare w4z WWAN AutoConfig Manual

Additionally, make sure that Startup Typeis set to Automatic . If it's set to Manual, right-click on it and select
Properties. Click next to the Startup type drop-down menu and select Automatic .
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Disabled
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adapter that tart Stop
Stopping or ¢ Running  Automat
service will m ‘You can specify the start parameters that apply when you start the service Manual
onyourcom  from here Manual |
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Run the built-in network troubleshooter to automatically fix the
missing Wi-Fi icon issue.

Windows has several built-in troubleshooters to fix common Windows problems, including network issues.
Whileit's not a magic solution that can fix every internet problem, it can fix the most common ones. If your Wi-
Fi icon disappears due to a known issue, the troubleshooter can help resolveit.

In Windows Settings, go to System ? Troubleshoot ? Other troubleshooter s and click the Run button next to
Network and Internet .

Q. Find a setting

System > Troubleshoot > Other troubleshooters

Most frequent

) Audio \ Run

ﬁ? Network and Internet Run
& Printer Run
2 Windows Update Run

The troubleshooter will automatically attempt to detect problems upon launch. If a problem is found, it will try to
fix it automatically or request permission to apply the fix.
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(D) Windows networking services might not be running as expected.

Recommendations

To try to fix the problem, try the recommendations in the order below:

Restart network services

It looks like network services have stopped. Select Restart network services to restart them.

Restart network services

Network adapter management

If none of the above solutions work, it's likely a problem with your network adapter. It's difficult to pinpoint the
exact cause of network adapter issues, so we'll go from basic fixes to more advanced ones. Follow the network
adapter troubleshooting steps below in order:

Activate the Wi-Fi Network Adapter.

Disabling the Wi-Fi Network Adapter also resultsin no Wi-Fi icon and no Wi-Fi settings, similar to disabling
the WLAN AutoConfig service. In Windows Settings, go to Network & internet ? Advanced network settings
and make sure the Wi-Fi adapter is enabled.

Network & internet > Advanced network settings

Network adapters

l;? ,_.u\ Area C(?nl'.e:h(:n Disable

= 'TNi-[-- . T Disable v

l; Ethernet o iove s : Disable

Changethe network adapter driver.

The network adapter driver might be the cause of the problem. Fortunately, your computer may have multiple
compatible drivers, making it easy to switch to a different one. Search for 'device manager' in Windows Search
and open Device Manager . Right-click on your wireless network adapter and select Update driver .



& Device Manager

File Action View Help

e 0 Hm =W LXE

> E= Keyboards
) @ Mice and other pointing devices
» [ Monitors
v [ Network adapters
| Intel(R) Wireless-AC 9560 160MHz|

¥ Realtek Gaming GbE Fi Update driver

& TAP-Windows Adapter
¥ WAN Miniport (IKEv2)

@ WAN Miniport (IP) Uninstall device

E WAN Miniport (IPv6)
& WAN Miniport (L2TP)

Disable device

Scan for hardware changes

Now, click on Browse my computer for driversand then select Let me pick from alist of availabledrivers
on my computer . Choose a different driver than the one currently installed and click Next to install. If this

doesn't fix the problem, try a different driver if available.

« ! Update Drivers - Intel(R) Wireless-AC 9560 160MHz

Select the device driver you want to install for this hardware.

@ Select the manufacturer and model of your hardware device and then dick Next. If you have a

disk that contains the driver you want to install, click Have Disk.

@ show compatible hardware

Model
| [5)intel(R) Wireless-AC 9560 160MHz (Intel)

= |ntel(R) Wireless-AC 9560 160MHz (Microsoft)

J  This driver is digitally signed.

Tell me why driver signing is important

Uninstall the network adapter driver.

Have Disk...

Next Cancel

Y ou can aso uninstall the network driver and let Windows handle it automatically. In Device Manager, right-
click your network driver and select Uninstall Device . Make sure the Attempt to remove the driver for this

device option is not selected, then click Uninstall .
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Restart your computer, and Windows will automatically apply the basic network driver to help you connect to
the Internet and fix the missing Wi-Fi icon issue. After that, you can go to Windows Update in Settings and click
Check for updatesto find the working network driver.

Although rare, this issue can aso occur due to a hardware problem, which in most cases can be fixed by
reinstalling the network card. Y ou might also be interested in what to do if your Wi-Fi network stops showing

up.
See also:

1. Troubleshooting the issue of having 3G data enabled but unable to connect to the internet on iPhone.

2. Simple ways to boost your home Wi-Fi signal.
3. When you discover someone is using your Wi-Fi without permission, follow these steps to stop them.

Y ou finished reading the article "The Wifi icon is missing from the Windows Taskbar ; here's how to fix it."
edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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