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The simplest and fastest way to take a screenshot on
a MacBook in 2026.

This guide shows you how to take screenshots on your MacBook using just a few simple keyboard shortcuts.
MacBook screenshot shortcut guide.

Users often take screenshots of their computer screens to save important information. But do you know how to
take a screenshot on a MacBook ? There are many ways to capture and save screenshots on a Mac, and the
following will show you how to do it on both MacBook Air and MacBook Pro models using simple keyboard
shortcuts, and will also clearly show you where the image will be saved.

How to take a screenshot on a Macbook and save it to memory.

To take a screenshot on your MacBook and save it to the clipboard, use the keyboard shortcut Command
+ Shift + Control + 4 (select area to capture) or Command + Shift + Control + 3 (full screen), then paste it
immediately using Cmd+V. The image will not be saved as a file but will be ready to paste into documents or
messages. More specifically, here are the most common ways to take screenshots on a MacBook:

How to take a full-screen screenshot on a Macbook

To take a screenshot of your MacBook Air/Pro and save important information, press the MacBook keyboard
shortcut Command + Shift + 3.

The screenshot will then be saved to the Desktop (default). You can view the image, change its name or save
location, share it, etc., as you wish.
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Taking a screenshot of a portion of a Macbook screen.

To capture a portion of your Macbook screen, press the key combination: Command + Shift + 4. Next, press and
hold the left mouse button and drag to select the area you want to capture.

Capture a specific window on a Macbook.

When you have multiple windows open on your computer, you can use the following method to capture a
specific window: press the key combination Command + Shift + 4 + Space, move your mouse to the window
you want to capture, and click to select it.

We currently offer a wide range of genuine MacBook models, suitable for those seeking a high-performance
device for studying or working. Many configuration options, competitive prices, and flexible installment
payment options are available. Buy your MacBook here for a smoother, more convenient experience every day.

Screen capture and recording shortcuts

Instead of using the keyboard shortcuts above, you can open the Mac screenshot toolbar by pressing Command +
Shift + 5. A toolbar will then appear on the screen, providing options for capturing and recording the screen.



How to take a screenshot on a Macbook and save it to clipboard.

If you only want to take a temporary screenshot and not save the image file to your MacBook, use the following
methods to capture and save the image to the clipboard.

Capture the entire screen and save it to clipboard.

To take a screenshot on a MacBook and save it to the clipboard, press the key combination Command + Shift
+ Control + 3. This means you need to add the Control key to the usual screenshot key combination.

Capture a designated area and save it to temporary memory.

Similarly, if you only want to capture a specific area, use the MacBook screenshot shortcut: Command + Shift +
Control + 4, then hold down the left mouse button and drag to select the area you want to capture.

Capture a specific window and save it to clipboard.

To take a screenshot on your MacBook and save it to the clipboard, press the key combination: Command +
Shift + Control + 4 + Space. Then, click on the window you want to capture to complete the process.

Analyzing the Macbook screen capture and recording toolbar.

Users can take screenshots or record the screen on a MacBook using keyboard shortcuts or options on the
toolbar. To open this toolbar, press Shift + Command + 5 (or use Launchpad).

On the toolbar, you'll see five options: capture the entire screen, capture a window, capture a portion of the
screen, record the entire screen, and record a portion of the screen. Select the icon corresponding to the function
you want to start capturing or recording.

Note: If you want to customize how you take screenshots on your MacBook, you can click on ' Options '. These
are the available options in Options that you should use:



1. Save to: Allows you to choose a save location for screenshots or videos. Default save locations include:
Desktop, Documents, Clipboard, Mail, Messages, and Preview.

2. Timer : Set a delay time before taking a photo or recording a video. You can choose no delay (None), a 5-
second delay, or a 10-second delay.

3. Show Floating Thumbnail: When this option is enabled, the screenshot will temporarily appear in the
bottom right corner of the screen, just like on iPhones and iPads .

4. Remember Last Selection: When this option is enabled, macOS will remember the size and position of
the last screenshot for later use.

5. Show Mouse Pointer: The mouse cursor will appear in the screenshot.
6. Microphone : Allows you to select the audio source to record during screen recording.

How to view screenshots on a MacBook

After taking or recording a screenshot, many people wonder where the screenshot is saved on a Mac. If you take
a screenshot and save it to internal storage, the image will by default be displayed on the Mac's Desktop. The
filename will start with 'screenshot' or 'screen-capture', followed by the time it was captured.

If you take a screenshot and save it to the clipboard, the image is saved to temporary memory. To view the
image from the clipboard, you need to press the Command + V key combination to paste the image into
applications such as Notes, Microsoft Word, Photoshop, etc.

Note: Screenshots on a MacBook are saved as .png files, while screen recordings are saved as .mov files. To
change the file format, you need to use Terminal and follow these instructions for taking a screenshot on a
MacBook:

Step 1: Open the Terminal application on your MacBook and enter the command ` defaults read com.apple
.screencapture type` to see the current screenshot format (usually .png).

Step 2: Enter the command `defaults write com.apple.screencapture type format` where 'format' is the format
you want to convert to. For example: `defaults write com.apple.screencapture type jpg` (converts image file
extension to jpg).

Step 3: Finally, reset the system UI for the changes to take effect. Simply type: `killall SystemUIServer` into
the Terminal.

Here are some suggestions for professional MacBook screenshot tools.

In addition to the keyboard shortcuts available on your MacBook, you can also use specialized software to
capture screenshots more effectively. The tools below not only support capturing images but also integrate
convenient editing and saving features. 

LightShot

1. Supported platforms: macOS X 10.7 and later, Windows 7 and later
2. Software size: macOS ~723.5 KB, Windows ~2.1 KB
3. Software type : Screenshot tool
4. Price : Free
5. Publisher: Andrey Dovydenk



6. Official download link: https://app.prntscr.com/en/index.html

LightShot offers a professional MacBook screenshot solution with simple operation and impressive
performance. Taking screenshots on a MacBook Air is quite simple; you just need to drag and drop to capture
any area of ??the screen. In addition, LightShot integrates many other useful features such as direct image
editing, adding annotations, and quick sharing via link, etc.

Camtasia

1. Supported platforms: Windows, macOS.
2. Software size: Windows ~ 515MB, macOS ~ 594MB
3. Software type: Video recording and editing, screen capture
4. Price: Free
5. Publisher: TechSmith
6. Official download link:

https://www.techsmith.com/camtasia/?srsltid=AfmBOoqi1D7PRPzSknqpR1cDzSgCROffh9BJIce0e7XRX7P4Op0VwK4K

Camtasia is a professional screen recording and capture software suitable for both teaching and creative content
creation. In addition to recording screen images and audio, Camtasia integrates powerful editing tools such as
adding effects, annotations, titles, and zooming in/out. 

Snagit

1. Supported platforms: Windows, macOS.
2. Software size: macOS ~332MB, Windows ~318MB
3. Software type: Screen capture
4. Price: Free
5. Publisher: TechSmith
6. Official download link: https://www.techsmith.com/screen-capture.html 

Snagit allows you to capture the entire screen, a selected area, or use OCR to recognize text. You can also edit
and annotate images and videos immediately after recording, making it ideal for creating professional tutorials,
lectures, or training content.

Greenshot

1. Supported platforms: Windows, macOS
2. Software size: 1.69 MB
3. Software type: Screen capture
4. Pricing: Free for Windows and $1.99 for macOS
5. Publishers: Thomas Braun, Jens Klingen, Robin Krom
6. Official download link: https://getgreenshot.org/ 

Greenshot is a free, open-source screen capture software for Windows, with a paid version available for macOS.
With Greenshot, you can easily capture the entire screen or a portion of it, then edit and add annotations directly
using the built-in editor. 

Lightscreen



1. Supported platforms: Windows, macOS
2. Software size: 7.2 MB
3. Software type: Screen capture
4. Price: Free
5. Publisher: Christian Kaiser
6. Official download link: https://lightscreen.com.ar/#google_vignette 

Lightscreen is a compact screen capture software that runs smoothly in the background and allows for quick
image saving using keyboard shortcuts. Lightscreen supports many image formats and can upload images
directly to Imgur, making it very convenient for sharing or storage.

SnapNDrag

1. Supported platforms: MacOS
2. Software size: 6.3 MB
3. Software type : Screen capture
4. Price: Free
5. Publisher: Yellow Mug Software
6. Official download link: https://yellowmug.com/snapndrag/ 

SnapNDrag is a simple yet effective MacBook screenshot app. Taking screenshots on a MacBook Pro is very
easy; you just need to click and drag the image directly into Mail, Finder, or another application.

Common errors when taking screenshots on a MacBook and how to
fix them.

Although taking screenshots on a MacBook is fairly simple, it doesn't always go smoothly. Several common
errors can waste your time or prevent you from saving the image as intended. If you encounter errors when
taking screenshots, try the following solutions:

1. Unable to take a screenshot: Try restarting your computer or checking your keyboard settings .
2. Screenshots not saving to the Desktop : If you're wondering where screenshots on your MacBook are

saved, you can check and reset the save path using Terminal.
3. Shortcuts not working : Check the Shortcuts section of your keyboard settings.
4. Blurry photos: Check the resolution and turn off screen zoom.

In summary, the above is how to take screenshots on MacBook Pro and Air using keyboard shortcuts and key
combinations, along with instructions on where the images are saved on your Mac for easy retrieval. Use
keyboard shortcuts or the built-in screenshot tool to quickly and conveniently save important information. Don't
forget to share this article with your friends if you find this information useful.

See more articles in this category: Macbook Tips and Tricks

You finished reading the article "The simplest and fastest way to take a screenshot on a MacBook in 2026."
edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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