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The difference between Truncate and Delete in
Microsoft SQL Server

In the following article, we will help you distinguish some basic differences between two DELETE syntax and
TRUNCATE TABLE in Microsoft SQL Server application. Basicaly, both of these statements help usto
remove the data, but in essence it is not so.

TipsMake.com - In the following article, we will help you distinguish some basic differences between the
DELETE and TRUNCATE TABLE syntax in Microsoft SQL Server application. Basically, both of these
statements help us to remove the data, but in essence it is not so.

DELETE statement

This command will help us delete the records - Record from the database in rows - Row . When such arecord is
deleted with DELETE , al internal components are recorded in the Transaction L og section, the binding parts
are checked, and any redundant components are completely deleted. In addition, the logs if accidentally deleted
with this DELETE command can still be recovered. While DELETE is often used to delete table data from
tables more often when applied in certain data sections, besides, this statement is often used for single data
tables, or in the case of want delete data from a certain table when needed in conjunction with many other
relational tables. On the other hand, delegating DEL ETE functions on the table is only applied on different user
accounts without having to assign owner ship on that account. And the DEL ETE statement does not change the
automatic increase or decrease of the number of columns - Column in the table containing that data.

General syntax:
[WTH [, . n]]
DELETE
[ TOP (expression) [PERCENT]]
[ FROM

{table name [WTH ([. n])]
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OPTION ([, . n])]
]

server nane. dat abase_nane. schenma_nane.
dat abase_nanme. [schema_nane].
schema_nane.

abl e_or _vi ew _nane
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TRUNCATE st at enent :

Ceneral syntax:

TRUNCATE TABLE
[{dat abase _nane. [schena_nane]. | | schenma_name . schema_nanme. } ]| }]
t abl e_nane

[; ]

commawdt &€di st ri but pagent ai ni nikei Beb| agbihdbwiebkasednpl et edfyt executli amBeed,
TRUNCATE IS much faster t han DELETE
based on the anount of information stored in the Transaction Log
secti onandl septert ai necor daracci dent al | gel et edi Wi | hobeecover abl eassence,

TRUNCATE is a Data Definition Language operator - DDL, whi ch
al so nmeans t hat we need to have at | east ALTER TABLE
or hi gher per m ssi ons to perform But t he TRUNCATE TABLE
decentralization does not exist. |If a data table after executing TRUNCATE

hbact nbneashhgbtuwabt onat i cabhyr angedor dhegi def i abitdi bhbhabesi t at | ehbb
TRUNCATE
syntax, and cannot be applied on specific tables Iike the situation bel ow

- Wen the data table is referenced by I ndex View.
- External |inks are shortened.
- That data sheet is used for copying.

- The tabl e belongs to the database bei ng | ogged.

When to use

Depending on the specific situation, please use the DELETE or TRUNCATE
comand accordingly. In it,
synt asseqli tve delaypbpul ar Ibecausal | owsenad ear liydent i fwhi clecortde! et esonbi ned t h
JO NS command and sone ot her paraneters. Blocking is possible when we use
DELETE
t del et kar ganounbtlat asaser seetlbext r enel gar ef uivhemani pul at i n@nhhet hehands he



TRUNCATE
command will help the admnistrator delete an entire data table sinply and qui cl

Good | uck!

Y ou finished reading the article "The differ ence between Truncate and Delete in Microsoft SQL Server™
edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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