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The difference between cURL and wget

To download files directly from the Linux command line, there are two utilities you can use: wget and CURL.
These two tools have alot of similar features and can easily accomplish many of the same tasks.

To download files directly from the Linux command line, there are two utilities you can use: wget and cURL.
These two tools have alot of similar features and can easily accomplish many of the same tasks.

However, they are not exactly the same. Each of these programs is suitable for different roles and use cases.
Each tool hasits own characteristics that make them more suitable in certain situations.

Compare cURL and wget. Should | choose cURL or wget?

1. Similarities between cCURL vswget
2. Advantages of wget
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4. Should | use cURL or wget?

Similarities between cURL vswget

Both wget and cURL can download everything. Basicaly, that is the main task of these two tools. They can
fulfill the requirements of the Internet and return the requested items. The required items can be a raw, raw or
even raw (raw) HTML file of the web page.

Both programs are aso capable of making HTTP POST requests. This means they can send data to a website,
likefilling out forms.

Since both are command line tools, they are designed to be able to write scripts. Y ou can include wget and cURL
in Bash scripts to automatically interact with online content and retrieve what you need.

Advantages of wget
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nick@ubuntu-testing: ~ x

File Edit View Search Terminal Help

:~% wget https://www.maketecheasier.com
--2017-12-31 21:32:42-- https://www.maketecheasier.com/

Resolving www.maketecheasier.com (www.maketecheasier.com)... 192.124.249.3
Connecting to www.maketecheasier.com (www.maketecheasier.com)|192.124.249.3|:443
. connected.

HTTP request sent, awaiting response... 200 0K

Length: unspecified [text/html]

Saving to: ‘index.html”’

index.html [ === ] 97.70K --.-KB/s in ©.08s

2017-12-31 21:32:43 (1.24 MB/s) - 'index.html’ saved [100046]

s~%

Waget is extremely simple. Wget performs excellent file downloading tasks quickly. Wget is a standalone
program. It does not require any additional libraries, and does not do anything outside the scope.

Wget allows you to download everything on apage or al filesin the FTP folder at the same time.

Woget also has smart default settings. This tool specifies how to handle many things that a normal browser will
do, like cookies and redirects, without adding any configuration. Finally, wget works very creatively.

Advantages of cURL

nick@ubuntu-testing: ~ x |

File Edit View Search Terminal Help
:~% curl -o mte-index.html https://www.maketecheasier.com

% Total % Received % Xferd Average Speed Time Time Time Current
Dload Upload Total Spent Left Speed
108 97k ¢] 97k o] 2] 97k B ==l==f== s=leef== == 592k
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CURL is aversatile tool. Of course, it can download content from the Internet. Besides, cURL does much more
than that.

The power of cCURL comes from libcurl library . Meaning you can write the whole program based on cURL,
based on the graphical download chart on libcurl and have access to all functions of this library.

The wide range or protocols that cURL supports is probably the biggest plus this tool has. CURL can access web
pages viaHTTP and HTTPS, as well as handle FTP in both directions. cURL supports LDAP and even Samba
sharing. Y ou can actually use cCURL to send and receive email.

CURL also has some security features. CURL supports countless SSL / TLS libraries. It also supports Internet
access via proxy, including SOCKS. That means you can use CURL on Tor.

cURL also supports gzip compression to send large amounts of data more easily.

Should | usecURL or wget?

So should you use cURL or wget? The choice is entirely up to you. If you want to download something quickly
without having to worry about flags, choose wget. This tool is extremely simple. If it is necessary to perform a



more complex task, cCURL will be a worthwhile consideration. CURL allows you to do alot of things. You can
treat CURL as a shortened command line web browser. cURL supports al protocols you know and can access, as
well as interact with almost all online content. The only difference is that the browser displays the responses it
receives, and cURL does not.

Wish you find the right choice!

Y ou finished reading the article "The difference between cURL and wget" edited by the TipsM ake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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