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Synchronize the folder on your computer with
Google Drive, Skydrive and Dropbox

If you are using and owning Google Drive service, Microsoft Skydrive, Dropbox, CloudDrive Amazon, ... will
you ever think about the case of synchronizing data on your computer with these services together?

The current online storage services that usersrefer to as'Cloud computing' are no stranger to those who
have ever used one of these services.

Google Drive, Microsoft's Skydrive, Dropbox, CloudDrive Amazon, . are the current hosting services that are
quite familiar to many Internet users, from computers to mobile devices. And if you are using and owning all
these services, will you ever think about how to synchronize the data on your computer with these services
together?

Not having to use software from 3rd party, only through a few steps below, you can copy and move some
necessary filesinto a special folder of the account.

You can store it in the My Documents folder or somewhere on your computer that is doing your
synchronization tasks. Simply create a link, a shortcut for a folder to synchronize any folder on your computer
with these storage services without having to moveit.

Directory synchronization for SkyDrive and Dropbox
To make the synchronization for SkyDrive or Dropbox, the writer creates an example to guide the steps to make

the reader see what the process will be like. Take a look at the picture below and on the left is a SkyDrive
account folder in drive D (the writer's) and a SkyDrive Test folder in My Document.

Q.\ )@/ d@ « DEMO (.. » SkyDrive » = I (vl » Lbrases » Documents » -4
Organize + Include in kbrary » Share with. = Organize » 4 Open Share with Burn Mew folder
o' Music * MName Date Favantes Documents library
Pictures R Inchadis 2 focations
E M” 2l Backup 2012 1 B Desitop
idedd I3
4. Blogimages @ Downloads
a # Dropbox
@ Custom Background Images
# (B Computer . Avatar
& s :nrusw C £ Nooumants S St GomPl
Y ! HT ( LU er
= 2. Tinh yéu ted lai d Recent Places =
4 5 DEMO (D) i SkyDrive MetBeansProjects
1__SETUP2R : SkyDiive Test
2_Mus g Uibraries The KMPlayer
3__KGames__ o ‘oucam
Downloads Masic PiBlacl
& M
INFO TEMP =) Fictures
i, SkeyDrive B Videos
& Relax (E) = FF |
= .

So | want to synchronize SkyDrive Test foldersinto my SkyDrive account folder without having to moveit. You
need to use the CMD command panel (go to Start / Run type CMD ), and type the following command:
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mklink / J'D: SkyDriveTest' 'C: UsersUSERNAMEDocumentsSkyDrive Test'

BEX Administrator: C\Windows\system32\cmd.exe =

1gLhien>nklink ~j

ated for D:SkyDr

oangLien> |

Explain the above command line asfollows:

The author creates a symbolic link (sysmlink) using the mklink command. There are 2 parameters here, the first
isthe location of the symbolic link you want to create and the second is the source directory.

You can see that | don't need to create the TEST test folder in the SkyDrive folder that the mklink command has
done, you can name it whatever you like. This command has declared for Windows to create links in the folder
of the SkyDrive folder and the source directory is the test directory. After the link is created, you will see inside
the SkyDrive folder there is a Shortcut icon.
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If you open that folder, the path will appear as stored in D: SkyDrive, but it is actually located in the SkyDrive
Test folder in My Documents. So you can add files and folders from 1 location of these 2 folders and both have
similar content because the result is only 1 folder, not 2.
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For example on writers doing for SkyDrive, and how to do it for Dropbox as well as the above sequence.



Directory synchronization for Google Drive

For Google's hosting service, it is dightly different from the above two services, it does not support symbolic
link directories because if you create a link it will not be able to synchronize to the saved service. Its reserves

are. However, we can still use the corresponding link, but slightly different and contrary to the way above. The
writer will give the following reference example.

Here the writer has a folder of Google Drive on the left and an optional folder taken from drive D is Album
Picture, which | want to synchronize that folder with Google Drive. To do this, first move the selected folder as
Picture Album into the Google Drive folder. And that folder will be synchronized as usual. So we can perform
synchronization by using the inter-line interface as above.

Now the writer will create a symbolic link with the AlbumPicture001 folder in drive D and point to the
AlbumpPicture folder in the folder of the Google drive. Thisisin contrast to what the writer has done above with
SkyDrive. Access the CM D command panel, and enter the following command:

mklink / DD: AlbumPicture001 'C: UsersUSERNAMEGoogle DriveAlbumPicture

Administrator: C\Windows\system32\cmd.exe |

Microsoft Windows [Usinn 6.1.76801]
[Copyright <{(c)> 2089 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.

IC:\Users\HoangLien>mklink /D D:\AlbumPictureBB1 "C:\Users“HoangLien“Google Drive :
[N lbunPicture™

symbolic link created for D:“AlbumPictureBBl {{===2>> C:\Users:“HoangLien\Google D
rive\AlbumPicture

\Users\HoangLien>

Now the writer has created a symbolic link that is AlbumPicture001 folder in drive D, where the data of the
source directory is stored at the Google drive. In addition, you can name any of this symbolic link folder, not
necessarily the same as the source directory, although it is still a Shortcut.



genics = ety = Sheteth s Sdcidum 0w = [ @ | Owemoe= idenibewy >  Shaewihe  Bum Newickde = i @
Atrumbstine K Crstioy
ok Downizady
[ #. ' T
& Cownicedy |0 ccma Lag Guad i Dropbon L wsic
s  coucn b Gesgee 1o
7 iecend Plates
k& Gegie Drne d]nanss? AltrumPitarsdiil
et P e Sleve Fszdey
SiyDvive 3 8108 Cache Flash irérs bk duayi Chvome doc S
= bong L
5 hot o Lbranes s S Orkee
- Libarer. |0 o et i A
O et ik e % Compus
W Comptar & VouTube - Cpaen for Tablets preview £ ST ¢
L SrETEMEAR i o DEMO D
s DEMO (D » e

In the image above you can see the AlbumPicture001 folder created as a symbolic link will be pointed to the
source folder in Google Drive. It is a shortcut icon, so you can define it as a symbolic link folder. When you
open this link folder, it is actually opened from the Google source directory. And from here, when you add any
data to this folder will be synchronized with Google Drive.
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So, with the above two examples, you can synchronize any folder on your computer with these 3 online storage
Services.

Y ou finished reading the article "Synchronize the folder on your computer with Google Drive, Skydrive and
Dropbox" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and
tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us

regularly.
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