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Summary of new features on iPadOS 26

Apple has officially unveiled iPadOS 26 along with the launch of iOS 26, this version of iPadOS is considered
the most groundbreaking ever.

Today, Apple officially unveiled iPadOS 26 along with the launch of iOS 26 , this version of iPadOS is
considered the most groundbreaking ever.

 

This is not just a regular update, but a quantum leap, affirming the superior capabilities and unmatched
versatility of iPad.

Fresh interface

 

The first highlight is the completely new design, bringing a fresh and attractive look to iPad. The experience of
interacting with the device will now be more lively and enjoyable than ever. iPadOS 26 also introduces an
extremely efficient and intuitive window management system, along with a series of smart features, allowing
you to easily control, arrange and switch between applications while maintaining the inherent simplicity of iPad.
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The all-new design of iPadOS 26 not only provides a more immersive and engaging experience, but also
maintains the familiarity and ease of use of iPadOS. The special feature of this design is the use of Liquid Glass -
a semi-transparent material that can reflect and refract the surrounding space. This not only creates an impressive
visual effect but also interacts with user operations, automatically adjusting to help you focus on the most
important content.

 

This redesign brings a more dynamic Lock screen and Control Center experience, and opens up new ways to
personalize your Home Screen. App icons are refreshed, available in light or dark, with dynamic light and dark
tones and an elegant transparent interface. Controls and navigation tools are also upgraded, extending to apps
like Mail, Safari, Apple TV, Apple Music, and more.



Optimized file management

The Files app has also been significantly upgraded, providing new ways to organize documents and personalize
folders. In particular, the Folders feature in the Dock gives you quick access to downloads, documents, and more
with extreme convenience.

Another piece of good news is that Preview is now available on iPad. It's a dedicated tool for viewing and
editing PDFs , with powerful features like Apple Pencil Markup and AutoFill .

iPadOS 26 doesn't stop there, it expands the capabilities for creative professionals in audio and video with
features like Background Tasks, multiple audio input options, and Local capture.

New more intuitive window system

iPadOS 26 introduces powerful new features that make it easy to manipulate, control, organize, and switch
between app windows, while maintaining the familiarity and simplicity that iPad users have come to expect. The
new window system gives you the flexibility to resize app windows, position them as you like, and open
multiple windows at once.

 

Familiar window controls make it easy to close, minimize, resize, or arrange windows. Window placement is
specially designed to take advantage of the unique capabilities of the iPad, allowing you to arrange windows
with a simple swipe. What's cool is that if you've previously resized an app's window, it will appear the same
size and position when you reopen it.



 

With Exposé, you can see all your open windows spread out across your screen at a glance, making it easy to
switch to the one you need. The new window system also works well with Desktop Management for those who
want to group windows into separate screens, and works well with external monitors to give you more space
between apps.

New convenient menu bar

With the new menu bar, you can access in-app commands with a simple swipe down from the top of the screen
or by moving your cursor to the top. You can quickly find a specific feature or related tips in the app using the
menu bar search feature. In addition, developers can now customize the menu bar in their own apps, providing
an even more personalized experience.

The Power of Apple Intelligence

Apple Intelligence, the advanced personal intelligence system that not only delivers useful and relevant
information but also represents a major leap forward in AI privacy. Now, this power is enhanced and integrated
even more deeply in iPadOS 26, ushering in a new era of communication and creativity.



With Live Translation in the Phone, FaceTime, and Messages apps, multilingual communication is easier and
more fluid than ever. In Messages, all incoming text messages—even in group chats—are automatically
translated into your preferred language. During FaceTime calls, you can see live captions and hear your
conversation partner's voice as you make calls. And during regular calls, translations are read aloud throughout
the conversation, eliminating any language barriers.

 

iPadOS 26 also brings new ways to create with Genmoji. You can start with pre-made emojis and descriptions,
then customize features like hair length or accessories, and choose the expression you want. Control over
features and expressions is also expanded in Image Playground, allowing you to apply completely new styles to
ChatGPT, like turning your friend's Contact Poster into an oil painting. When you have a specific idea in mind,
just tap "Any Style" and describe exactly what style you want. What's more, Image Playground can now send
your description or photo to ChatGPT to create a unique image on demand.



The Shortcuts app has been updated with new intelligent actions that let you create shortcuts with more
capabilities than ever before. You can summarize text with the Write Tool or create images with the Image
Playground. In particular, you can directly use Apple Intelligence models to create feedback that integrates into
the rest of your shortcut. For example, students can create a shortcut that uses Apple Intelligence to compare a
lecture audio transcript with their own notes and fill in any missing key points.

Optimize file management

iPadOS 26 brings new ways to manage, access, and edit your files more efficiently. The Files app has been
improved with an updated List view, which lets you see more details about your documents in resizable columns
and collapsible folders. To make folders easier to identify, the Files app also offers personalization options like
colors, icons, and emoji—all of which are synced across your devices. For faster access, you can now drag any



folder from the Files app and drop it directly into the Dock. You can also set default apps to open specific files
or file types if you want.

Preview Application

The good news is that Preview is officially available on iPad! It's a dedicated tool that lets you create quick
sketches, as well as view, edit, and mark up PDFs and images with Apple Pencil or touch. You can access all
your PDFs and images from the Files app right in Preview, create blank pages, draw and write freely with Apple
Pencil, or use AutoFill to quickly fill out PDF forms.

New ways to boost application performance


