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Stop using these formulas. Excel macroswill do it
for you!

When you're dealing with repetitive tasks that involve multiple steps, formatting changes, or actions that need to
be performed on multiple worksheets, macros make more sense.

Excel formulas are powerful, but they have their limitations. People used to rely on complex, nested formulas
that were time-consuming to build and difficult to troubleshoot, but now they're starting to rely more on macros.
Formulas aren't inherently bad—they're great for precise calculations and data manipulation. But when you're

dealing with repetitive tasks that involve multiple steps, formatting changes, or actions that need to be performed
across multiple worksheets, macros make more sense.

M acr os ar e often used to replace for mulas.

3 essential macrosto handlerepetitive tasks

ApplyMuttiCriterisF ormatting *
iCrtenaformatting

Over time, many people have built up a collection of macros that handle repetitive tasks that they once struggled

with. They aren't fancy or complicated, just practical solutions that keep them from doing the same tedious task
over and over again.
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The most used macro automatically cleansimported data. It can be used to remove extra spaces and clean data

using the TRIMRANGE function , convert text to uppercase, and standardize date formats across multiple
columns.

Another popular macro isto consolidate data from multiple spreadsheets into one summary report. It takes
specific ranges from multiple spreadsheets, applies consistent formatting, and creates a clear overview. This
macro is useful when dealing with monthly reports that need the same structure every time.

It's also possible to create a macro that applies conditional formatting rules based on multiple criteria -
something that can get tricky when you try to build it using nested formulas. The macro can ook at multiple
columns, apply different color schemes, and even add data bars or icons depending on the values ??found.

The great thing about these macros is that once set up, anyone on the team can use them. Y ou don't need to
understand the underlying logic - just run the macro and get consistent results every time.

A Little VBA Makes M acros M or e Power ful

Simple code tweaks to transform basic recor ded macros
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Sub CleanImportedData()

Dim rng As Range

Dim cell As Range

Dim cleanText As String

Dim i As Integer

' Work with selected range
Ser rng = Selection

' Loop through each cell in the selection
For Each cell In rng
If Net IsEmpty(cell.Value) Then
cleanText = cell.Value

' Remove extra spaces with TRIM function
cleanText = Trim(cleanText)

' Remove special characters (keep only letters, numbers, spaces, and basic punctuation)
For i = 1 To Len(cleanText)
If Not (Mid(cleanText, i, 1) Like "[A-Za-20-9% .,€-=]") Then
cleanText = Replace(cleanText, Mid(cleanText, i, 1), ""}
End If
Next i

Convert to proper case if it's text
If IsText(cell.value) And Not IsDate(cell.value) Then
cleanText = StrConv(cleanText, vbProperCase)
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Sub RpplyMultiCriteriaFormatting()
Dim rng As Range
Dim cell As Range
Dim salespmount As Double
Dim region As String
Dim performance As String

h selected range (assumes columns A=Sales, B=Region, C=Performance)
Set rng = Selection

Clear e cond. nal

rng.FormatConditions.Delete

atting

For Each cell In rng.Rows
If cell.Row > 1 Then ' Skip header row
salespmount = cell.Cells(l, 1).vValue *
region = cell.Cells(l, 2).Value .
performance = cell.Cells(l, 3).value °*

' Apply color scheme based on sales amount
1f saleshmount > 10000 Then

cell.Cells(l, 1).Interior.Color = RGB(144, 238, 144) ' Light green
Elself salesAmount > 5000 Then

cell.Cells(l, 1).Interior.Color = RGB(255, 255, 144)
Else

cell.cells(l, 1).Interior.Color = RGB(255, 182, 183) ° Li
End If
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While recorded macros work great out of the box, learning alittle Excel VBA programming will take them to the
next level. You don't need to be a programming expert - understanding afew basic concepts can make your
macros smarter and more flexible.

Macro recorders generate functional code, but they are often inefficient and inflexible. They record absolute cell
references and sometimes unnecessary extra commands, which can slow things down. With alittle knowledge of



VBA, you can tweak your macros to handle different ranges flexibly and run faster.
Here's how to start editing your recorded macros:

. Go to Developer > M acr os and select your macro.

. Click Edit to open the VBA editor.

. Finds hardcoded cell references like Range("A1:C10").

. Replace them with dynamic references using CurrentRegion or End(xIDown).
. Add simple error handling with On Error Resume Next .
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One of the biggest improvements you can make isto add user input. Instead of using separate macros for
different situations, use an InputBox to allow the user to specify ranges or criteria. Thisturnsarigidly recorded
macro into aflexibletool.

Adding basic loops also makes macros more powerful. A simple For Each loop can process multiple worksheets
or ranges without having to record separate actions for each worksheet or range.

The VBA editor can seem overwhelming at first, but start small. Change a cell reference here, add a message
box there. Once you see how these small changes improve your macro, you'll want to learn more.

Macros aren't magic, but they're close.

Finding theright balance between automation and formulas

Macros won't replace every formulain the Excel toolkit, but they're useful for handling repetitive, multi-step
tasks that would otherwise take up alot of your time. The key is knowing when to use each tool. Formulas are
perfect for calculations that need to update automatically. Macros excel at complex workflows that involve
multiple operations on different parts of aworkbook.

Start with a simple macro recorder, then gradually add VBA tweaks as you get more comfortable. Before long,
you'll have a collection of custom automations that make Excel work exactly the way you need it to.

Y ou finished reading the article " Stop using these formulas. Excel macroswill do it for you!" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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