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Speed ??up Windows Vista

The following article is a step-by-step guide to optimizing the performance of Windows Vista systems. Let's find
out with the Network Administrator!

The following article is a step-by-step guide to optimizing the performance of Windows Vista systems. Let's
TipsMake.com find out!

10 waysto speed up Vista system

1. 1. Use ReadyBoost to speed up the system
2. 2. Delete computer wall paper

3. 3. Turn off the Aero effect

4. 4. Turn off Sidebar

5. 5. Turn off unused services

6. 6. Delete programs that are never used

7. 7. Delete unnecessary Windows features
8. 8. Run Disk Cleanup

9. 9. Create afixed-size pagefile

0

10. 10. Disable some of Vista's visual effects

1. Use ReadyBoost to speed up the system
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If you have high-speed USB, you can improve performance by using this USB to increase RAM inside your
computer. If the computer has an integrated memory card reader, you can also use this tip to increase
performance with a backup memory card from a digital camera or other device.

When plugging aUSB or memory card into a PC, a pop-up window appears asking what you want to do with the
device.

Near the end of the list is the option " Speed ??Up My System using Windows ReadyBoost" . Just follow the
prompts on the screen!

Y ou can also access this option by right-clicking on the device in Windows Explorer and selecting Properties.
There will be atab at the top of the Properties window called " ReadyBoost" .

2. Delete computer wallpaper
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Although it looks good, computer wallpaper can slow down system performance, especialy if users are using
high-resolution digital photos.

To use a simple color background instead, right-click the desktop and select " Personalize” from the pop-up
menul.

Next select the " Desktop Background™" option and on the following screen, open the " L ocation" drop-down
list.

Select " Solid Colors" from the list and select the color you want to use.

3. Turn off the Aero effect
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One of the things that makes Windows Vista different from the previous version is the use of Aero effects, with
a transparent window pane, 3D window flip and preview of the open window's taskbar. Although they look

good, they use a considerable amount of system resources. If not necessary, turn off this effect to significantly
increase computer speed.

Y ou can turn off the Aero effect from the same " Per sonalize" screen used in the previous tip. This time, select
the option called " Window Color and Appearance” .



At the bottom of the screen, select " Open classic appear ance propertiesfor more color options' .
On the following screen, select " Windows Vista Basic", " Windows Standard" or " Windows Classic" to turn

off the Aero effect. Select Apply when done to preview the results. If satisfied, click OK. If not, click Cancel to
restore the factory settings.

4. Turn off Sidebar
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Sidebar

Start Sidebar when Windows starts

Arrangement
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Restore gadgets installed with Windows

How do I customize Windows Sidebar?
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Another new feature in Windows Vista that consumes a lot of resources is that Sidebar appears along the right
side of the desktop. If you want to maximize all windows on your desktop, you can even see this Sidebar only
when you start your computer for the first time. After it ‘hide' in the background and consume memory!

To turn off Sidebar, just right-click anywhere on the screen.

From the pop-up menu, select " Properties’, then uncheck the box at the top that says " Start Sidebar when
Windows starts' and click OK. Then right-click again and select " Close Sidebar™ to close the current Sidebar.

The next time you start Windows, the Sidebar will no longer appear.

5. Turn off unused services



Programs

SErVICes. ===
Open

Author
£/ Run as administrator
@ Scan with AVG Free
Open

& Sma T
Pin to 5t t Menu
Add to Quick Launch

Scan with Anti-Malware

Scan with Mahvarebytes' Anti-M:

E

Send To

o
Copy

Delets
Open file location

Properties

' Search Everywhere

# Search the Internet



File Aiben  View Hep

| o= HmEl r om0

5 Semes sl
Suiwct i B0 view s description, | Mame: Descripion S Sartup Type Lo On s
4 BddFilr KManual Lecal Syvtem
« Bpple Mobile Devi_. Provides the.  Started Fanomatic Lecal System
o Bpplcaton Expeni., Processes oo, Suaimed Adtninatic Local Systemn
« Apphcation Indor.  Fecfittest.  Sarted Manusl Local System
‘o Bpphcetion Lager ., Provides su.. Manusl Local Serace
'k a-spuared Anti-M... ScanstheP. Somed  dutomatic Local System
‘b NG Frwe E-mail 5. Searted Aannmatic Local System
b BVG Fiws WabchD,. Started Aaitoimatic Local Syitem
o Bpckgiound btelld  Tanslemid, | Siamed Automatic [O.. Lacsl Sysbem
R Bace Filer hag Byl | T Bacebll., [ SRaed | Automatic Local Service
4 Bluetooth Support... hesnusl Locsl Serdice
o Bonjour Senvice Bomjour oo, Saded  Automatic Local Syrtem
 Cortificwte Propag..  Propegetes .. Steded  Manual Local Syrtem
Gy CHG Ky eslition  The CHG R,  Sarked Kanual Lecal Syvtam
o COME Evnl Syt SuppartiSy_  Samed  Adsmatic Lacal Service
4 COMe Symtem Ap. Managesth._ Manual Local System
i Computer Browser  Meintans 2. Sated  Automatic Local System
‘a Cryptographic Ser., Provides fo..  Saed  Sutomatic Hebwork Senace
A Cyberlink Backgr.. Provides be.,  Stared durnmatic Local Syrtem
T Cybmrlink Task 5., Ensbley mys..  SEaried Audomatic Local System
Lo DOOM Saveer Pio..  Peovidi lau..  Stared Aafomatic Lecal Syitam

Experience Properties |

General |LngDr3 | Recovery | Dep&ndmcies|

Service name: AelookupSve

Digplay name: Application Experence

Diescription: Processes application compatibilty cache requests -
or applications as they are launched

Fath to executable:
CWindows system 32 svchost exe 4 netsves

Startup type:

Help me configure :
_ Manual
; Dizabled
Service status: STATED

[ Start 3 Fatze

You can specify the start parameters that apply when you star the service
from here.

Start parameters:

Windows Vista comes with a lot of processes, also known as " service", which are automatically set to launch
every time Windows is turned on. Many of these services are never used by the average user and can be safely
disabled. By following the instructions in this tip, you can prevent those services from running at startup but still



allow them to be run if necessary.

Click the Start button and enter " servicesmsc" in Search. Admin permissions are required to run this program,
so if you don't log in with admin rights, when the Services program appears at the top, right-click on the
program and select " Run asadministrator” .

In the Services window , scroll through the list of servicesin alphabetical order and double-click on the service
you want to change. In the middle of the screen is a drop-down list labeled " Startup type:". Select the
"Manual" option to prevent the service from automatically starting, but still allow Windows to activate if
needed. If " Disabled" is selected, the service will never run, even if Windows needs it!

The following services are safe if set to "Manual": Application Experience, Tablet PC Input Service,
WebClient, Portable Device Enumerator.

You can decide whether you want to change any other service by reading the Description for each service. If
you don't need it, set it to " Manual” .

6. Delete programsthat are never used
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Y ou can free up some hard drive space by uninstalling programs that you no longer need or never use.



From the Control Panel , select " Programs” (or " Programs and Features' from Classic View).

Scroll through the list that appears and double-click any program that doesn't need it.

7. Delete unnecessary Windows features
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Windows Vista comes with some built-in features that most users will never use, such as Tablet PC
Components and I nternet Printing . These features can be removed to free some system resources.

In Control Panels, select " Programs', then click the link in the left pane " Turn Windows features on or off"
. After aminute or two, alist of features will appear. Scroll through and disable any features you definitely don't
need. If Windows really needs one of these features, it will prompt you to turn it back on.

Most users can safely remove the following features. " Remote Differential Compression”, "Windows

Meeting Space”, " Print Services' and " Tablet PC Optional Components” . If you hold the mouse pointer
over each feature, the short description explains what this feature is used to do.

8. Run Disk Cleanup

_Dizk Cleanup : Drive Selectio

Select the drive you want to clean up.

— Data Drive (F:)
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How does Disk Cleanup worc?
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Like in Windows XP, Windows Vista includes a utility that helps users identify unnecessary files on the hard
drive, which can be safely removed.

To run the Disk Cleanup utility, click the Start button and type " Disk Cleanup" or right-click on the hard drive
you want to clean and select " Properties’, then click the " Disk Cleanup” button next to the pie chart.



Windows will search the drive for a few minutes, then display alist of deleted files, along with describing what
they are and whether you need to keep them.

Select the files that are no longer needed and click OK when done.

9. Create afixed-size pagefile
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] Automatically manage paging file size for all drives

Paging file size for each drive
Drive [Volume Label] Paging File Size (MB)
2 Mone

Selected drive: F: [Data Drive]
Space available: Ga65 MB

@ Custom size® s
Initial size {MB: 3004

Maximum size (ME): 3000

(") System managed size

") No paging file Sat

Total paging file size for all drives
Minimum allowed: 16 MB
Recommended: 3055 MB
Currently allocated: 3000 ME

Like in previous versions, Windows Vista uses pagefile to improve performance. Pagefile is basically a file on
the hard drive that Windows uses to add physical RAM to the PC. Thisisagood thing, but by default, pagefileis
resized by Windows and this can waste system resources.

Pagefile must be about 1.5 times the size of physical RAM and you can be sure that Windows creates a pagefile
as afixed sizeinstead of constantly resizing it.

To find out how much RAM the computer has, just right-click on " My Computer™ and select " Properties'. In
the " System" header , you will seethe” Memory" section.

Record this information, then click " Advanced System Settings' on the left. On the next screen, select
" Settings' in the " Performance" section at the top. On the next screen, click the " Advanced” tab , then select
"Change." inthe" Virtual Memory" area.

On the next screen, uncheck " Automatically manage paging file size for all drives' . Select the drive
containing pagefile and click on the " Custom size" option below. In " Initial size" and "Maximum Size" ,
enter avalue 1.5 times the total amount of RAM of the PC, in megabytes. For example, if thereis 2GB of RAM,
ie 2000 megabytes and 1.5 times more, it will be 3000 megabytes.



By entering the same value in both boxes, Windows will create a fixed-size file and will no

longer waste
resources by continuously resizing the pagefile.

10. Disable some of Vista'svisual effects
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Many visual effects in Windows Vista can be disabled individually, so if you don't want to completely disable
the Aero effect, you can control which effects are used and which effects are not.

Right-click "My Computer™ to display the System screen . On the left side, click " Advanced system settings”
. At the top of the page, select 'Settings .’ to display the Visual Effectstab . You can select the button labeled

" Adjust for best performance" to turn off all features or select " Custom:" to select only the ones you want.
Turn on and off.

Y ou will not be able to affect the system here, so try the different options and click " Apply" to see the changes.

When you're happy with the changes, click OK. You can always come back later and re-enable anything that is
disabled!

Hope you are succesful.

Y ou finished reading the article "Speed ??up Windows Vista" edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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