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Some useful tipswith Windows Task M anager

Windows Task Manager is quite familiar to many computer users, with the familiar boot key combination since

Windows XPis'Ctrl + Alt + Delete'.

Windows Task Manager isquite familiar to many computer users, with the familiar boot key combination
from Windows XP as " Ctrl + Alt + Delete". Most users often use the Windows Task Manager to turn off
stubborn or corrupted applications, sometimes used to check the status of CPU activity.

However, there are quite afew useful tips with Windows Task Manager that you may not know.

& Windows Task Mﬂnm
| Eile Options View Help

Apphcations | Processes | Services | Performance | Networking | Users |

|

| @) show processes from all users |

Irnager-fame User Name CPU Memory (... Description “
avp.exe ADMIN 00 3,8BBK Kaspersk...
BbDevMgr.exe  ADMIN 00 490K BlackBerr...
cAudioFilterA... ADMIN 00 612K Conexant...
CSrss.exe 00 1,620K =
dwm.exe ADMIN 02 18,460 K Desktop ...
Energy Mana... ADMIN 00 444K LenovoE...
ETDCtrl.exe ADMIN 00 S88K ETDCont...
ETDCtriHelper... ADMIN 00 1,256K ETDCont... '—
explorer.exe ADMIN 00 32,792K Windows ...
firefox.exe ADMIN 08 83,968K Firefox

hkemd. exe ADMIN 00 430K hkemd Mo...
0N LOr & a8 1 00U . INLETNEL ..
ighpers.exe ADMIN 00 454K persisten "

Processes: 61

CPU Usage: 10%

Physical Memory: 44%

These features are tested on Windows 7. In Windows 7, to open the Windows Task Manager you can right-click
on the Taskbar at the bottom of the screen and select Windows Task Manager, or use the key combination "Ctrl
+ Shift + Esc "to quickly open the Windows Task Manager window.
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1. Send a message to another user

On the Users tab of the Windows Task Manager window, you can see the accounts that are logged on your
computer, possibly remote connections. You can send a message to those accounts, simply by clicking on the
account name and selecting Send Message. When that account is logged in, a dialog box will appear with your

message.

il Windows Task Manager = & X4

File Options View Help

-Applicaljons [ Pmoessesl Senﬂcesl Performance Networldng- Users

-

: User ID  Status Client Na... Session
A chris 1 Active Console
i@. Someone Else 2 Disconnected

Send Message ﬁ

Message title:
Message from LAPTOP\Chris - 10/09/2012 11:32 PM

Message:
Remember that thing we talked about|

[ 0K I I Cancel ]
Disconnect [ Logoff ] Send Message... l
Processes: 128 CPU Usage: 3% Physical Memory: 30%

2. Arrange and manage windows

In the Applications tab, you can see that the program windows are currently open. You can right click on those
windows, select Switch To to switch over, or select Minimize / Maximize to hide or enlarge the window to full
screen. Alternatively, you can select multiple windows at the same time by holding down Ctrl, then right-
clicking and selecting Tile Horizontally or Vertically to arrange them horizontally or vertically.
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File Options View Windows Help

Applications | Processes | Services | Performance | Networking | users |

e

Task Status
(%' Buddy List Running
[ I3 Downloads i _ Running
Pf Resnthctes 1.2, Switch To | Running
1_43 sshot-3.png - Wir Bring To Front Running
ﬁsteam T Running
@ Stupid Geek Trick kL Running
¥ Volume Mixer - S Maximize ... Running
I f X Things You Didt Cascade , Running
Tile Horizontally
Tile Vertically [}
End Task

Create Dump File

Go To Process

codTask ] [ svoteh e

Processes: 125 CPU Usage: 1% Physical Memory: 30%

3. View CPU usage time of applications

The Processes tab allows you to keep track of running applications and the amount of memory they use. Y ou can
also monitor the CPU usage time of applications, by enabling the CPU Time feature. To enable this feature, go
to View on the menu bar, select Select Columns, and then click CPU Time.
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Select Process Page Columns ﬂ

Select the columns that will appear on the Process page of Task
Manager.

"] PID (Process Identifier) -
User Name

Session ID

| cPU Usage

CPU Time

Memory - Working Set

| Memory - Peak Working Set
Memory - Working Set Delta
Memory - Private Working Set
|| Memory - Commit Size

I | Memory - Paged Pool

"] Memory - Non-paged Pool

|| Page Faults

| Page Fault Delta

| Base Priority

| Handles

q|

<O

111

<

I[KOO0O)

oK i}“ Cancel

Y ou can arrange applications, by clicking on the CPU Time column, to see which applications have the longest
use time. However, the Processes tab only displays running applications, if an application is turned off, you
cannot see information about them.
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[_Applhcationq Processes |_5ervices_l Performance I_Networklng |_Users |
Image Name User N... C... CPU Tim Memory...
dwm.exe Chris 00 0:14:2 43,772 K
murmur.exe *32 Chris 00 0:03:42 6,000 K | _
explorer.exe Chris 0o 0:03:14 69,828K |~
Steam.exe 32 Chris 00 0:02:41 213,49...
CSrss.exe 00 0:02:37 3,724 K
pidgin.exe *32 Chris 00 0:02:22 39,404 K
SynTPEnh.exe Chris 0o 0:02:18 6,696 K
WindowsLiveWriter.exe... Chris 0o 0:01:06 35,380 K
googledrivesync.exe *32  Chris ili] 0:00:41 66,588 K
chrome.exe *32 Chris 00 0:00:24 127,32...
taskmagr.exe Chris 0o 0:00:22 5,602 K
SndVol.exe Chris 00 0:00:04 3,772 K
chrome.exe *32 Chris 0o 0:00:03 27,668 K
RAVCpl64.exe Chris 00 0:00:02 6,600 K
chrome.exe *32 Chris 0o 0:00:02 6708 K _
4 |___-_-_._-_.-_,.-_--___ Il - o {3
[ t‘;‘ghow processes from all users End Process
Processes: 124 CPU Usage: 1% Physical Memory: 27%
A "

4. Manage application priorities

Windows has a set of priorities for some applications, whereby the system will provide memory and handle pre-
prioritized applications with more resources, and non-priority applications will be limited. You can aso change
the priority of each running application in the Processes tab.
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Eile Options View Help

__Appl'[cations_é Processes |Senﬂices[ Performance | Networking | Users |

Timsa .t

4 | i

"ly' Show processes from all users

Image Name User N... C... CPU Time Memory... =
dwm.exe Chris 00 0:14:30 43,784 K ‘
E.IFIH.EEIIEF-EXE *32 Chris 0o 0:03:42 6,000 K | _ |
explore Open File Location 0:03:14 66,536 K |~ |
Steam 0:02:41 213,54...
csrss.e End Process 0:02:38 3,724 K
pidgin. End Process Tree 0:02:22 39,380 K
SynTPI Debug 0:02:19 6,696 K
Windo UAC Virtualization 0:01:15 36,268 K
google CeEE T Fil 0:00:41 66,588 K
taskmg S i i 0:00:24 5,704 K
chrom Set Priority r Realtime

SndVol et Affinity... High

chrom o |

RAVCp Properties pye Movnd

chrom Go to Service(s) el

Below Normal D? I;

Low
End Process

Processes: 126 CPU Usage: 1%

Physical Memory: 27%

A

A

By right-clicking on the application, and selecting Set Priority, then select the priority you want. There are 6
priority options for you to choose from, high priority setting will help the application run better, besides setting

low priority for many unnecessary applications. It will limit hanging and machine lag.

5. Reset Compatibility for the application

Usually you may encounter some problems when the application is incompatible, and you will have to change
the Compatibility setting in Properties, when right-clicking the application's icon. However, you can quickly
change the Compatibility of the application in Windows Task Manager. By right-clicking on the application and
selecting Properties. Y ou can also from the Applications tab, right-click on the running application and select Go

To Process, to quickly switch to that application in the Processes tab.



ﬁ murmur.exe Properties ﬁ

|_Genera|_ Compaiibility Digital S'!_g_natures_|lSecuri_t)_r_lIl__J:)elails_| PreviousVersionsJ_

If you have problems with this program and itworked correctly on an
earlier version of Windows, selectthe compatibility mode that matches
that earlier version.

Help me choose the settings
Compatibility mode
[+ Run this program in compatibility mode for:

[Windows XP (Service Pack 3) bt

Settings
[ ]Run in 256 colors
[ ]Run in 640 x 480 screen resolution
[ | Disable visual themes
[ | Disable desktop composition

|| Disable display scaling on high DP| settings

Privilege Level

[ |Run this program as an administrator

%/ Change settings for all users \

oK %‘H cancel ||  Apply

6. Tab Services

Have you ever wondered what " svchost.exe" really is? There are quite alot of different Svchost.exe, and they are
really functional files to run the Services functions that help Windows work. Each Svchost.exe takes care of
running different Services functions. If you want to see which svchost.exe is actually running, you can right-
click it and select Go To Services. It will take you to the Services tab, and you can see the Services running
under Svchost.exe and the function it takes in the Description column. You can choose to turn off Services that

feel unnecessary.
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File Options

_' Applications [ Processes | Services iPeanrmance I Networking [ Users |

' Name

| Themes
SysMain
stisve

Steam Cli...

SSDPSRV
Spooler

ShellHWD...

SENS
seclogon
SDRSVC
Schedule
SamSs
RpcSs

RpcEptMa...

| QWAVE

Qualcom...

| P e ol

PID

11...
10...
26...
61...
48...
20...
11i...
11...
1 S5
30...
p [y P

824
184
184

48...
24...

ana

View Help

Description
Themes
Superfetch

Windows Image...
Steam Client Se...

SSDP Discovery
Print Spooler

Shell Hardware ...

System Event N...
Secondary Logon
Windows Backup
Task Scheduler
Security Accoun...
Remote Proced...
RPC Endpoint M...
Quality Window...
Qualcomm Athe...

7
Status

Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running
Running

GI’CILID -
netsvcs
LocalSyst...
NfA

N/A
LocalSer...
N/A
netsvcs
netsvcs
netsves
N/A
netsvcs

mn

rpcss
RPCSS
LocalSer...
MN/A

-

Processes: 111

CPU Usage: 2%

Physical Memory: 24%

Services...

/. lcon CPU Usage

Task Manager includes a CPU Usage icon in the system tray, making it easy to see how the CPU works.
However by default thisicon will be hidden, so you click on the arrow in the system tray, drag and drop the CPU
Usage icon into the Notification frame. And you can easily monitor CPU status continuously on the system tray.

11:54 PM
10/09/2012

Y ou finished reading the article "Some useful tips with Windows Task Manager" edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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