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Should we combine Claude Code and GitHub
Copilot?

These two tools are not mutually exclusive. Many developers use both daily to take advantage of each tool's
strengths.

What is the Claude Code?

Claude Code is Anthropic's command-line interface programming tool. It operates outside of the IDE, runs on
the command line, and infers throughout the entire source code. Claude Code is an AI-powered programming
assistant that helps you build features, debug, and automate development tasks, while understanding your entire
source code and working across multiple files and tools to get the job done.

 

 

What is GitHub Copilot?

GitHub Copilot is GitHub's AI programming assistant, integrated directly into IDEs like VS Code, JetBrains,
Neovim, and Xcode. It provides real-time code suggestions, code auto-completion, and chat-based support
without requiring you to leave the editor. GitHub Copilot offers contextual support throughout the software
development lifecycle, from live suggestions and chat support within the IDE to code explanations, GitHub
documentation responses, and more.
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The difference between Claude Code and GitHub Copilot

The core difference lies not in which AI model powers them, but in how each tool interacts with your code and
workflow. Copilot represents an established inline-completion model, while Claude Code represents an
emerging agency model.

Code auto-completion versus code auto-execution.

Copilot predicts and suggests code as you type, line by line or block by block. Claude Code receives task
descriptions, plans its approach, reads relevant files in the repository, and automatically executes changes across
multiple files.

 

Here's a specific example: Ask Copilot to write a function, and it will suggest one right in the source code. Ask
Claude Code to add authentication middleware to your Express application, and it will read your routing files,
create the middleware, update import commands, and modify the configuration.

Criteria Claude Code GitHub Copilot

Interaction model Assign tasks via terminal. Inline suggestions in the IDE

Typical scope of
work

Applies to the entire archive, multiple
files

Editing individual files is limited in scope.

Output type File changes have been made, commit Suggested code to accept/reject

Level of autonomy High (planning and execution)
Low to medium difficulty level (suggestion, you
accept)

Integrating IDE and developer experience

Copilot runs within VS Code, JetBrains, and Neovim with minimal context switching. Claude Code runs in the
terminal, allowing broader system access to shell commands, git, and the file system, but requires more
deliberate task assignment.



The trade-offs are real. Copilot reduces the hurdles for automation in the workflow. Claude Code gives you more
power but changes how you interact with the tool. For teams where some developers prefer an IDE and others
prefer the terminal, this is often the deciding factor. Claude Code's terminal-native approach also means it can
run shell commands, perform testing, and manage git operations as part of a single task, something Copilot's
embedded IDE model doesn't natively support.

Context window and code base awareness

Claude Code can reason across multiple files in the archive using a large context window; the actual limits
depend on the model, settings, and how the context is constructed. Copilot's context is more localized to open
files and recent edits, although workspace indexing and agent mode have expanded this.

This is a subtle point that most comparisons overlook: Claude Sonnet, when accessed through Copilot, behaves
differently than Claude Sonnet when accessed through Claude Code because each tool builds context in a
different way. The same model, but a different experience; neither tool is absolutely better than the other, but the
output will differ depending on the task. For large source code repositories or complex legacy codebases, Claude
Code's structure-aware approach can be particularly useful for understanding file dependencies.

Use Claude Code and GitHub Copilot together.

 

These two tools are not mutually exclusive. Many developers use both daily to take advantage of each tool's
strengths.

A typical combined workflow

A developer writes a new API endpoint using Copilot for sample code and type definitions, then opens Claude
Code to refactor the existing validation class to support the new endpoint throughout the source code. After
refactoring, they return to Copilot to write tests.

The tools don't conflict. They occupy different time slots in the workflow. There's no need to configure both to
run; they simply serve different purposes at different times.

Points of overlap (and non-overlap)

Both can answer programming questions, create functions, and explain code. The overlap is real. But the non-
overlapping aspects are what matter: Copilot's PR integration and real-time inline threading versus Claude
Code's automatic multi-file execution and MCP extensibility.

Running both creates some duplication in simple code generation, but the added value in their non-duplicated
capabilities outweighs the duplication for most groups.

Things to consider beyond features

Features and price are fundamental factors. Before deciding to use one (or both) of these tools, consider how
these practical factors affect long-term adoption and risk.



Time to get acquainted and acceptance from the group.

Copilot has a smoother learning curve because it runs within the editor developers are already familiar with. No
new thinking model is needed. Claude Code requires familiarity with the command-line interface and a different
thinking model: task assignment versus accepting proposals.

If your team consists primarily of developers working in IDEs, Copilot might be adopted more quickly. If your
team is already familiar with the command-line interface, Claude Code will feel more natural.

Data security and code processing

Both tools involve sending some code/context to external services. Enterprise packages typically add more
robust administrative features (e.g., administrative controls, auditing capabilities, and data processing options),
but the exact guarantees vary by tier and contract.

For regulated industries or organizations with stringent data governance requirements, this is often the deciding
factor, rather than the features.

You finished reading the article "Should we combine Claude Code and GitHub Copilot?" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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