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Sharefilesand printers Windows 7 and Windows
XP

Sharing folders between two Windows 7 computersis quite simple, you can use the HomeGroup feature.
However, the HomeGroup feature is not compatible on Windows XP and Windows Vista.

If you have a Windows XP / Vista computer, connect to the printer, and have another computer using Windows
7, connect to the local network (or modem), you want to share the printer there. So how to set up printer sharing
on Windows 7 and Windows XP. Please refer to the following article of Network Administrator.

Note : Windows 7 must be installed with the printer driver to be able to use.

1. Sharefileson Windows 7 and Windows XP

Sharing folders between two Windows 7 computers is quite simple, you can use the HomeGroup feature.
However, the HomeGroup feature is not compatible on Windows XP and Windows Vista.

However, if you want to share files on Windows 7 and Windows XP, you can refer to the steps below:

First, make sure that your 2 computers are members of Workgroup.
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System Properties M

Computer Name | Hardware | Advanced I System Protection I Hﬂmte|

f!k'l Windows uses the following information to identify your computer
on the network.

Computer description:
For example: "Kitchen Computer” or "Many's
Computer”.

Full computer name: mysticgeel-PC

Worlkgroup: WORKGROUP

To use a wizard to join a domain or wurk%cup. click
Metwork 1D MNetwark [D...
To rename this computer or change ts domain or
workcgroup, click Change. ange...

On a Windows 7 computer, go to Control Panel => All Control Panel Items => Network and Sharing
Center and then click Change advanced sharing settings.

ML Network and Sharing

H Center ‘*{b




Control Panel Home

Change adapter settings

Change advanced sharing

cettings

Next check the settings under Advanced Sharing Settings for Home or Work and Public profiles.

Change sharing options for different network profiles

Windows creates a separate network profile for each network you use, You can choose specific options for
each profile,

Home or Work (current profile) )
Network discovery

When network discovery is on, this computer can see other network computers and devices and is
visible to other network computers, What is network discovery?

@ Turn on network discovery
() Turn off network discovery

File and printer sharing

When file and printer sharing is on, files and printers that you have shared from this computer can
be accessed by people on the network.

@ Turn on file and printer sharing

(7) Turn off file and printer sharing

Public felder sharing

When Public folder sharing is on, pecple on the network, including homegroup members, can
access files in the Public folders. What are the Public folders?

@) Turn on sharing so anyone with network access can read and write files in the Public folders

(71 Turn off Public folder sharing (people logged on to this computer can still access these
folders)

If you want any user to be able to access the shared folders without password protection, you can set up under
the Advanced Sharing Settings section at the bottom of the list.



Password protected sharing

When password protected sharing is on, only people who have a user account and password on
this computer can access shared files, printers attached to this computer, and the Public folders,
To give other people access, you must turn off password protected sharing.

() Turn on password protected sharing
@) Turn off password protected sharing

’ Ig.'Sa\.fechar'lges ” Cancel ]'

If you wish, you can activate your account login on Windows XP and use the login password:

Create a password for your account

mysticgeek
Administrator

If your password contains capital letters, they must be typed the same way every time you log on.
How to create a strong password

I

The password hint will be visible to everyone who uses this computer.
What is a password hint?

Access Network on Windows 7, where you will see Windows XP computers and Windows 7 computers, in the
example below is Mysticgeek-PC.
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Ou -|¢! » Metwork » - |4¢| | Search Network ol
Organize - Metwork and Sharing Center » = - Eil @
i Favorites — 4 Computer (2}
B Desktop -
.
4. Downloads l&/ MYSTICGEEK-PC
“Zl Recent Places ]
By xeceex
) Libraries = : &
@ Documents i i
d . 4 Media Devices (1)
Music

[E=] Pictures )
E Vid MYSTICGEEK-PC: mysticgeek:
ideos

#d) Homegroup

i Computer
&L Local Disk (C)  ~

Q" 3 items
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To share a printer on a Windows 7 computer, go to Start and click Devices and Printers, then double-click the
printer icon.
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OU - |m% « Hard... » Devices... » - | 3 | | Search Devices and Printers P |
Add a device Add a printer = - @

IR Receiver MYSTICGEEK-PC 5T948110U2-RK -

4 Printers and Faxes (4)

i/ -&/
Fax HP PSC 1500 Microsoft XPS Snagit 9 ]
series k Document Writer

4 Unspecified (1)

o

m

Microsoft Wireless
Optical Desktop®
2.20

12 items

1




Next, double click on Customize your printer.
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@Ov|@« Devi... » HP PSC... + [ 44 || Search HP PSC 1500 series ol

HP PSC 1500 series

0 document(s) in queue @ Printer: Ready

D Letter, Portrait Scan profile: Photo

»

{ Seewhat's printing
=11 View, pause, or cancel your print jobs

| ," Customize your printer
Change the name, security settings, or other properties
I

m

b
I f Adjugtd Change the name, security settings, or other properties h
Change color, Tayout, or paper settings

———— 5can a document or picture

W Open the scan dialog

——— Manage scan profiles

1 Create collections of frequently-used settings

On the Properties window, click the Sharing tab, then check the box to choose Share this printer and enter the
device name you want to share.
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Security I Device Settings About
General | Sharing | Forts Advanced Color Management

./ Ifyou share this printer, only users on your network with a username
% and password for this computer can print to it. The printer will not
be available when the computer sleeps. To change these settings,
use the Network and Sharing Center,

Share this printer
ST E R HP PSC 1500 series

Render print jobs on client computers

Drivers

If this printer is shared with users running different versions of
Windows, you may want to install additional drivers, so that the

users do not have to find the print driver when they connect to the
shared printer.

[ Additional Drivers... ]

[ ok J[ cancel ][ ey |

If your Windows XP computer is an x86 operating system, you can install Additional Drivers before setting up
your Windows X P computer.
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Additional Drivers

You can install additional drivers so that users on the following systems can
download them automatically when they connect.

Processor Type Installed
W] itanium Type 3 - User Mode Mo
4 Type 3 - User Mode Ves
x86 Type 3 - User Mode Mo

To find shared folders and devices, double-click the Network icon (Windows 7 computer icon and have the
network icon below). Here you will see the printer connected to the Windows 7 computer and the Usersfolder .
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= ¢ Share
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L Computer
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Go to the Users and Public folder to see the shared folders, where you can create a new folder and name this
folder XP Share to save the shared folders.

[ HE)
@ K.J LAY vsTICGEEK PC\Users\Public I Red IR )
Organize « 7 Open Include in library = Sharewith v  » == = [7] @
“ Name Date modified =
#d Homegroup Libranes 31274003 2:34 P
Public Desktop 5/9/200912:48 PM [
18 Computer . Public Documents 5/3/2009 2:08 PM
a Local Disk (C2) .. Public Downloads 4/22/2009 4:08 AM
—a FLAC(E) i - Public Music 4/22/2009 4:08 AM |z
Ca Seagate (F1) .. Public Pictures 472272009 4:08 AM
_| i public Recorded TV 4/22/2009 7:35 AM
€ Network | Public Videos 4/22/2000 4:08 AM
| L. XP SHARE 5/9/2009750PM  —
- N I— ] .
XP SHARE Date modified: 5/9/2009 7:50 PM
] | File folder
i

On your Windows XP computer, open My Network Places to find shared folders from Windows 7 (mysticgeek-
pc).
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File Edit ‘“iew Favorites Tools Help -.’,'
ny 3
1 ) J ; k3
< </ ‘ir 7 Seatch Folders =y | ¥
Address W My Network Places 2 =
The Internet *"\

Users on Mysticgeek-pc

5

Unspecifie| |\MYSTICGEEK-PCiUsers

q Metwaork, Setup WWizard
o= N

— Wireless Metwark, Setup Wizard

Add Metwork Place

F Entire Mebwork,

K

Double click on the Share folder to see alist of shared folders in the Public folder on Windows 7. If you enable
password protection, you must first enter the username (username) and account password user on Windows 7
computer.

2. Set up Windows XP printer sharing

To set up printer sharing from Windows XP, go to Start and select Printers and Faxes . At this time, the Add
Printer Wizard window will appear.



Add Printer Wizard

Welcome to the Add Printer
Wizard

This wizard helps you inztall a printer or make printer
connections.

i If wou have a Plug and Play printer that connects

\\J) through a LISE port [or any ather hot pluggable
port, such as IEEE 1394, infrared, and o on), pou
do not need to use this wizard. Click Cancel to
clogze the wizard, ahd then plug the printer's cable
into your computer or point the: printer toward your
camputer's infrared port, and turk the printer an,
Windows will autarnatically install the printer for pou.

Ta continue, click Mext.

I MNexst » L\\SJ[ Cancel J

Next select A network printer, or attached to another computer, then select Next.

Add Printer Wizard

Local or Metwork Printer
The wizard needs to know which type of printer to et up,

Select the option that describes the printer pou want bo use:

() Local printer attached ba this computer

(#) & network printer, or a printer attached to another computer

s To zet up a netwark printer that iz not attached to a print zerver,
y uze the "Local printer’ option.

[ < Back ” Mext > *[ Cancel J

Select Connect to this printer . and enter the printer connection path on the Windows 7 computer and click
Next .



Add Printer Wizard

Specify a Printer

If wau don't know the name or addrezs of the printer, you can search for a printer
that meets your needs.

Wwhat printer do you want bo connect ba?

() Browese for a printer

() Connect ta this printer [or to browse for a printer, select this option and click Mext]:

Mame: cwHF F5SC 15

Ewample: “heerverprinter
() Connect to a printer on the Intemet or on a home or office network:
URL:

Ewample: http: A zerver/printersmyprinter/. printer

[ £ Back “ Ne:-:t>[}_][ Caticel

At thistime, a confirmation dialog will appear, your task isto click Yes.

Frinter drivers may contain viruses or scrpts that can be harmfbul to wour computer. [t is important to be certain that the

"j “f'ou are about to connect to a printer on mysticgeek-pe, which will automatically install a print driver on your machine.
* computer sharing this printer is trushworthy. Would you like to continue?

I Ve J I No

Finally click Finish to finish the installation process.

Add Printer Wizard

Completing the Add Printer
Wizard

‘fou have successfully completed the Add Printer Wizard.
r'ou gpecihied the follmwing printer settings:

Marne: HF PSC 1500 zeries on mysticgeek-pc
D efault: Yes
Location:

Cormment;:

To cloze this wizard, click Finizh,




In some cases you have to install the x86 XP driver to share the printer, the reason is that the Windows 7 driver
is not compatible with Windows XP. After installing the x86 XP driver, open Printers and Faxes to find a shared
printer.

12 Printers and Faxes

X
File Edit Miew Favorites Tools  Help ;'f

\_,,-" \‘_/,I lﬁ; ’,.__ ) Search

Address | <Y Printers and Faxes ["""] Go

Skatus: Ready
Cocurments: 0

3. Shareprinter from Vista

If the printer is connected to a Windows Vista-based computer, follow the steps below to share it with another
computer using Windows 7.

- First, click the Start button, enter printer into the search dialog box and press Enter.

- At the list window of the printer appears, right-click the printer you want to share and select Sharing .



OG |.;§l « Printers - | +3 | | Search

Wy Organize ~ ot Views + im Addaprnter
Favorite Links Mame Documents Status ™
B Cocuments ﬂ E F“
| Pictures — Resdy
E )
usee SENES
Belusi F HP PSC 1500 sen
1}
& Recenthy Cha... ﬁ/ s
El' Searches
J Public 1 Printing Preferences. .
8 Pause Printing
Sharing...
Use Printer gﬁint
Refresh
Create Shertcut
Delete
Rename
Folders i Properties

- In the printer Properties dialog box that appears, select the Sharing tab, check the Share this printer option ,
givethe printer aname and click OK .

Note : you should only choose a simple name for the printer, and there are no white charactersinit.



=5 HP PSC 1500 series Properties E

[ Device Settings oot
Generdl | Shaing | Pots |  Advanced Color Management

J lymdﬂxeli_ismer.wusﬂmmmhmkcmpmtnl.
m Thee: printer will not be available when the compuler seeps. To
change thasa sattings, use the Mebwork and Shadng Center!

[ Share ths pernter
Share name:  VistaPrinder
'lJ:thd-u'erjubs:-[:%lﬂicum.Qas

Crivers

i thiz peinter is shared with users runrng diferent varsons of
Windaws. you may wand to install addtional divers. 5o that the
users do not hawve to find the print driver when they connect o

the shared printer
[ ok ][ Conce || Apot

4. Connect the printer from Windows 7

After you have finished sharing the printer from Windows XP / Vista, follow the steps below to use the printer
from Windows 7:

- Click the Start button, select Devicesand Printers.

“# YouSendlt

Devices and Printers

AL Character Map [N

Default Programs

@ Haln [ [ [
Administrative Tools P

» All Programs Hep Snd Sugpot




- In Devices and Printers window appears, click Add a printer button.

e [
L |r!',_.“1¢-= Hardw... » Devices and Printers » - | 41! Sea

Add a device Add a printer

# Devices (B)

helps you install a printer

W Contraller k Deell 2208 WFP(Digi
k; Dell S1909WX(Digital) -? HID-compliant m

- Click Add a network, thewireless or Bluetooth printer in the dialog box appears after that.

Start the Add Printer Wizard, which I

- Windows 7 will perform the process of searching for shared printers on the local network. Once you find it,
click Next so that Windows 7 adds the selected printer to the list of available printers.

Note : The correct type of printer you have shared above must be selected to continue.

Q 9 Add Printer
Select a pnimter
Printer Hamie Aiddress
VistaPrinter on VISTAGEEK-PL WIS TAGEER-POWistaFanter
EHP P5C 1500 series on MYSTICGEEK-PC WUMYSTICGEEE POHP PLC 1 %00 sernes
L [ Search again

= The printer that | want isn't listed

| Nt | [ Cancel

- After the process of adding the printer is complete, click Next in the next step.

- Now, you can check the Set as the default printer option to have the newly shared printer become the default
printer for Windows 7. Click the Print a test page button to check if the printer is working properly. not yet If
all processes are OK, click Finish to finish.



) == Add Prinkes

You've successfully added HP PSC 1500 series on VISTAGEEK-PC

] Set as the default printer

T check f your prber i workng properly, o0 ta see trgubleshooteang infarmation for the painter, pont a
test page.

[ "n'-.'air&ﬁi& ]

5. Other ways

If the above setting does not work, you can use the second method below:

- At the step of searching for a printer from Windows 7, if you can't find the shared printer from Windows XP /
Vista, click on The Printer that | want isn't listed after the search process finishes. .

& The printer that I want isn't listed

%

- Add Printer window appears, select the option Select a shared printer by name, click the Browser button to
start searching manually.



Find a printer by name or TCP/IP address

Browse for a printes

3 Select o thaned prinker by name

Exarnple: Vicompan ip spen o
httpa/icomputernam el pranters) printername’ printer

7 dd a printer using & TCP/IP address or hostname

[ Het ][ Camcel |

- In the example below, the printer is shared from a computer called XPM CE , double-click this computer icon.

Note : the computer needs to have a user account with a password available .

Please select the network primter you want to use and click Select to connect to it
OO ﬁ ¥ Mebwork - |"1F| Erorch MNefwork

Organize = ||
;-E'.Hm.u-'i'oﬁuk‘;ﬁ'l .

+ Computer (5)

o Libranes | GEEKSERVER

4] Docurmsnts h

ot Music il | MYSTICGEEK-PC

& Pictures lh

B videos S (i SEVENGEEK-PC
o, Homegroup

;- *' Xp

& Cormputer

& Local Disk () ’ *.KPMCE
4 DVD RW Drive (E ‘ I

-

- Enter your username and password to access the computer.



Windows Security

Enter Network Password
Enter your password te connect to: XPMCE

E‘ MYSTICGEEK-PC\mysticgeek

e | XPMCE |

i
||D | (LI L L] J
Domain: MYSTICGEEK-PC

Rermember my credentials

a Logon failure: unknown user name or bad password.

) Lo )

- At the window that appears, you will see a printer in the shared state. Click on this printer and select Select .

| Please select the network printer you want to use and chick Select to connect to it

@_Ov[:! v Network + XPMCE x| 44 || Search xPrCE

Organize = =

) Homegroup

1% Computer
& Local Disk ()
2 DVD AW Drive (=~ | PrinterkP

€l Metwork
M GEFKSERVER  |E
/B MYSTICGEEK-PC
& SEVEMGEEK-PC
= p 2

Printer  Printesip

- Returning to the Add Printer window, you will see the printer's name and path displayed in the Select a
shared printer by namefield . Click Next to continue.




g = Add Printes

Find a printer by name or TCP/IP address

Browse for a prinker
& Select a thangd pointes by rame
VEPMCE Printes P Browse..

Exarmpls: ¢ ﬁlﬂphh;"lﬁ:'l'f'.plll".rlﬂll"ﬂr o
htt g/ computername/ prmters panbernamel prinder
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- Wait a moment for Windows to connect to the printer. After the connection process is complete, click Next in
the dialog box that appears afterwards, and you can begin conducting a test print to check if the printer is
working properly (asthe last step instructed at on).

Now, when you return to the Windows 7 Devices and Printers window, in the Printers and Faxes section , you
will see anew printer appear in the list of available printers.

Refer to some of the following articles:

1. Use Windows 7 Homegroup to share files and printers

1. Tipsfor sharing printersin the network

1. How to share printers between Windows 7 computers without Homegroup?
Good luck!

Y ou finished reading the article "Sharefilesand printers Windows 7 and Windows XP" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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