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Quickly access legacy Windows features with these

Run commands

With the Run commands in this article, you can skip the mouse clicks to access features in Settings and quickly

unlock hidden features built into Windows.

Microsoft is slowly moving essential features and options into the Settings app. But with the Run commands in
this article, you can skip the clicks to access features in Settings and quickly unlock hidden features built into

Windows.

12. appwiz.cpl

The appwiz.cpl command quickly opens the Programs and Features interface on your computer without having

to do many mouse clicks.

‘1 [ » Control Panel > Programs * Programs and Features

Control Panel Home

Uninstall or change a program

View installed updates

) Turn Windows features on or off
Organize »

Mame
ECamtasla Studio 8
@ Clean Master
5 CGec cdc
W FLV-Media-Player
G Google Chrome
A Intel® Graphics Driver
L Microsoft Edge
€ wicrosoft Office Professional 2019 - en-us
& Microsoft Office Professional Plus 2010
& Microsoft OneDrive

"W Microsoft Update Health Tools

& Kinsilla Firafav fvf& an-l 19
<

o

To uninstall a program, select it from the list and then click Uninstall, Change, or Repair.

Publisher

TechSmith Corporation
Cheetah Mobile

Céng ty TNHH Céc Coec
HYBRIDWEB.de

Google LLC

Intel Corporation
Iviicrosoft Corporation
Microsoft Corporation
Microsoft Corporation
Mlicrosoft Corporation

Microsoft Corporation
Mazilla

Currently installed programs Total size:  2.12 GB

~—
[-] 26 programs installed

11. timedate.cpl

The timedate.cpl command opens the Windows Date and Time management interface, with afew additional

options and better control.

Search Programs and Features
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The Additional Clocks tab allows you to add a time zone to the Windows Taskbar. Y ou can go to Change date
and time > Change calendar settings to change the date and time format....

Date and Time

Date and Time Additional Clocks Internet Time

4 _\ Date:
' 9 Sunday, July 6, 2025
N\~ \ Hx Time:
\. ! 1 L 4
—_ 10:24:06 AM

wchange date and time...i

Time zone

(UTC+07:.00) Bangkok, Hanol, Jakarta

Change time zone...

Daylight Saving Time is not observed by this time zone.

oK Cancel
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10. main.cpl

This command opens the classic Mouse Properties interface, which contains all the essential mouse settings,
from adjusting mouse speed and button layout to scrolling or adjusting mouse settings.



= Mouse Properties >

Buttons  Pginters  Pointer Options  Wheel Hardware

Button corfiguration

[ ]iSwitch primany and secondary buttons:

Select this check box to make the button an the
right the one you use for primary functions such
as selecting and dragaging.

Double-click speed

Double-click the folder to test your setting. I the
folder does not open or close, try using a slower
setting.

Speed:  Slow ' Fast

Click Lok
[] Tum on ClickLogk S e o

Enables you to highlight or drag without halding down the mouse
button. Ta set, briefly press the mouse button. Ta release, click the
mouse button again.

9. mmsys.cpl

The mmsys.cpl command jumps right to the sound settings interface, where you can easily enable, disable, and
configure your audio input and output devices. Y ou can quickly set or test your default speakers, headphones, or
microphone, and even adjust the audio format.



? sound bt

Playback Recording Sounds Communications

Select a playback device below to modify its settings:

g Speakers
W Realtek High Definition Audio
o Default Device —
Realtek Digital Cutput
. Realtek High Definition Audio
Reads
Configure O IADERT Y| | lrferties

8. msconfig

The msconfig command stands for System Configuration and is used to troubleshoot computer problems.

The Boot tab allows you to boot into Safe Mode. Options like Selective Startup and Diagnostic Startup identify
problems when the system is not working.

The Services tab provides ways to turn off background services that slow down the system or cause errors.

The Tools tab provides shortcuts to utilities such as Event Viewer, Registry Editor, Command Prompt,.



&l system Configuration

*
General Boot Services Startup Tools

Startup selection
O Norrral startup

Load all device drivers and services
Ogiagnostic startup

Load basic devices and services only

[ Load system services
[ Load startup tems

Use original boot configuration

Gance

Apply Help

7. cleanmgr

The cleanmgr command opens the Disk Cleanup tool , which allows you to reclaim storage space by deleting
temporary files from your PC.



== Disk Cleanup for (C:) pd

Disk, Cleanup

e You can use Disk Cleanup to free up to 85 5 MB of disk
- gpace an ().

Eiles to delete:
E Downloaded Program Files 0 bytes %Y
ﬁ Temporary Intemet Files 1.21 MB
[ ]| | Windows emor reports and feedback di... 469 KB
[1| | DirectX Shader Cache 64.9 KB
[ | Delivery Optimization Files 177MB
Total amount of disk space you gain; 676 MB
Description

Downloaded Program Files are Active X controlz and Java applets
downloaded automatically from the Imtemet when you view certain
pages. They are temporarily stored in the Downloaded Program
Files folder on your hard disk.

Q['Jean up system files Wiew Files

8] Cancel

6. %otemp%

Running the command %temp% will open the folder containing temporary system and application files. Once
the folder opens, press Ctrl + A and press Delete.



| [ ~ | Temp — O X

Home Share View - 0

T <« Local * Temp * ~ O | Search Temp 2
2 MName : Date modifiec ™

7 Quick access WEtBAGE tmp
I Desktop # WCtBASD.Imp
< Downloads wct8Ba6.tmp
[ Documents  # WetBDT1.tmp
= Pictures o wct8E9B.tmp
== Local Disk (D) wct8C33.tmp
qtm WCt9FBF.tmp
System3z2 wct20ERtmp
Trai nghiém Goo wet31B2.tmp
wet33Edtmp

@ CneDrive - Person
v <

PO T T

177 items

5. netplwiz

This command will open the User Accounts interface where you can view and manage all user profiles on the
system.



User Accounts >
Users Advanced

q; Use the list below to grant or deny users access to your
I computer, and to change passwords and other settings.

[#]iUsers must enter a user name and password to use this computer.

Users for this computer:

User Mame Group
'&Adml’n Administrators

Add... Remove Properties
Password for Admin

To change your password, press Ctrl-alt-Del and select
W Change Password.

Reset Password...

4. shell:startup

The shell:startup command opens the Startup folder for user accounts, managing software or applications that
automatically start.

3. msinfo32

The msinfo32 command opens the System Information tool. The tool displays everything from CPU model,
RAM, and BIOS version to motherboard details and Windows version.



B system Information = O X

File Edit View Help

ngem SN " Selecta Subcategory
Bl Hardware Resources

- Conflicts/Sharing
- DMA

- Farced Hardware
- 1/O

- IRQs

- Memory
=-Components

& Multimedia

- Audio Codecs

----- Video Codecs
- CD-ROM
--Sound Device

Find what: Find

[ Search selected category only Close Find

[ Search category names only

2. charmap

This command launches the Character Map, a built-in Windows tool that gives you access to every symbol,
letter, and character hidden in your system's fonts.

4% Character Map = X
Font : Help
LI"[#]8|% &' ( .- /]0(1]2]3]|4]
5|6|7|8|9|:|:|<|=|=|?|@A|B|C|D|E|F|G|H
I KILIM|N|O|P|QIR|S|T|UIVIWX|Y|Z|[]|\
1/*1_| |a cldle|f{g h|i|j|k|I|m|n|o|p
glr|is{tjuviw/x|y|z|{|||}~ [ |E|E|=|¥
g lelal«|=]-l@] "= [z|2|2] |p|T 1
°l»|%%|%|%|s |A|A|A|A|A|A|E|IC EEE|E|II
i|T/D|N|O|O|O|O|O|x|@|U|U|U|U|Y|P|R|a|a
dldlad|ajeelc|e|e|le|&ii|T|T|6/fi6|6|6|d
5[+ o] ulalalaly|p|y A|a|AaAq[ClElC]e]
Characters to copy : | | Select | Copy
[]Advanced view
|'U¥{-]:D_2'_1:_Exclamation Mark

1. SystemPr opertiesPer formance

Windows balances resources between appearance and performance. But if you want to prioritize one over the
other, run the SystemProperti esPerformance command to customize it to your needs.



Performance Options x

Visual Effects  Advanced Data Execution Prevention

Select the settings you want to use for the appearance and
performance of Windows on this computer.

@) et Windows choose what's best for my computer:

(O Adjust for best appearance
(O Adjust for best performance
() Custom:

Animate controls and elements inside windows
Animate windows when minimizing and maximizing
Animations in the taskbar

Enable Peek

Fade or slide menus into view

Fade or slide ToolTips into view

Fade out menu items after clicking

[] save taskbar thumbnail previews

[] Show shadows under mouse pointer

Show shadows under windows

Show thumbnails instead of icons

Show translucent selection rectangle

Show window contents while dragging

Shide open combo boxes

smooth edges of screen fonts

Smooth-scroll list boxes

Use drop shadows for icon labels on the desktop

ancel | [ ool

Y ou finished reading the article "Quickly access legacy Windows features with these Run commands" edited
by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.

© 2019 TipsMake.com


https://tipsmake.com

