
TipsMake > Science >Discover science >

Paranthropus: Human Ancestor's Forgotten Cousin
May Have Made the World's First Tools

Living in Africa for over a million and a half years, Paranthropus shared its habitat with Homo and may have
created tools even before humans appeared.

Living in Africa for more than one and a half million years, Paranthropus shared its habitat with Homo
and may have created tools even before the appearance of the hominid genus.
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In the 1970s, archaeologists found stone tools (Oldowan technology) alongside Paranthropus fossils, both in
Tanzania and South Africa. At first, this seemed like a simple coincidence. Then other discoveries began to show
a direct stratigraphic link between these tools and Paranthropus. In fact: they lived in the same place at the same
time, and it is uncertain whether they were the people who used (and perhaps made) the objects.

 

We now know that Oldowan technology predates the emergence of the genus Homo, which means that the clear
distinction between 'who is creative' and 'who is not' may be just our own prejudice, not supported by data.

They lived together with other human species: a long and crowded coexistence.
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Throughout its history, Paranthropus was far from alone. It shared Africa with several Australopithecus species
and with early Homo: habilis, rudolfensis, ergaster, erectus. And not only that: it even lived at the same time as
the first hominins to leave Africa, such as Homo georgicus.

A true 'evolutionary jungle' is made up of coexistence, competition, and perhaps even cultural mixing. There is
nothing like the idea of ??linear evolution, from ape to man. In reality, evolution is a series of intertwining
branches, some of which have become extinct, leaving only us as the last remaining representatives.

 

Why is the rediscovery of Paranthropus important today?

Most of us assume that intelligence is what makes humans unique. However, the story of Paranthropus forces us
to reconsider that adaptability, survival, and even technological innovation are not exclusively human
prerogatives.

These hominins have been around for a long time, with small brains but probably underestimated capabilities.
And that says a lot about how evolution really works.

Talking about them today is not just an exercise in curiosity, but also a way to understand how complex and
communal our history on this planet is. And there is still so much more to discover.

You finished reading the article "Paranthropus: Human Ancestor's Forgotten Cousin May Have Made the
World's First Tools" edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful
tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for
following us regularly.

© 2019 TipsMake.com

https://tipsmake.com

