l ipsMake.c.,m

TipsMake > Tech info >Technology story >

On thisday 30 years ago, Windows NT 3.1 came out

Before 1993, Microsoft devel oped the MS-DOS operating system together with Windows based on a graphical
user interface.

Windows itself is aso built on top of MS-DOS for backward compatibility with older applications.

However, the real plan that the company wanted at that time was to create a new operating system, combining
the improved graphical interface of Windows and at the same time able to do more than what MS. -DOS 16-hbit
can support. The end result was Microsoft Windows NT 3.1 released 30 years ago, on July 27, 1993.

Windows NT 3.1 isessentially a 32-bit operating system platform, also the first version of the Windows NT
family of operating systems. In addition to Windows NT 3.1, created for the workstation and enterprise markets,
Microsoft also released Windows NT 3.1 Advanced Server, aversion specifically for servers.

To celebrate this memorable milestone, Microsoft shared a blog post, which said:

This remarkable release, featuring 32-bit architecture and boasting processor independence, ushered
in anew eraof PC computing power. One of the outstanding features of Windows NT 3.1is
prioritizing multitasking, multiprocessing, and support for multiple users. It is these features that
have contributed to raising the general standard of operating systems. In other words, Windows NT
Server 3.1 laid the foundation for the success of many later versions of Windows and Windows
Server.

According to the 1998 Microsoft Secrets publication by authors Michael A. Cusumano and Richard W. Shelby,
the origins of Windows NT 3.1 actually began long before that, around 1988. At this point. , Microsoft was the
software company that dominated the PC world with MS-DOS and early versions of Windows.

However, there have been growing concerns from co-founder Bill Gates and Microsoft technical director Nathan
Myhrvold that the combination of the CPU with the RISC architecture and the Unix operating system could be a
threat to success. in the company's computer division.
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Gates hired Dave Cutler, a seasoned engineer formerly at DEC (Digital Equipment Corporation) to lead the
development of Windows NT 3.1. Initially, the plan was to work with IBM to build a specialized version of
0OS/2 operating system. In addition, the base CPU architecture for the new operating system is the Intel 1860,
based on the RISC chip design.

However, Microsoft ultimately decided to forgo the partnership with IBM, and the company's own OS/2 project
- thanks in part to the success of Windows 3.0 - launched in 1990. An important decision. Another important
thing was also put in place, which was to make this operating system compatible and work well with Intel chips
according to the x86 architecture standard that Intel continues to support to this day.

System requirements for Windows NT 3.1 for Intel x86 chips were quite high back in 1993. It required a CPU
with aclock speed of at least 25MHz, along with 12MB of RAM, 75MB of hard drive space, and a graphics
card. VGA graphics.

This operating system can a so be used with PCs running processors based on the MIPS and DEC Alpha
architectures.

Overall, Windows NT 3.1 could do alot of things that the standard Windows operating systems at the time
couldn't. However, objective problems such as the lack of pure 32-bit applications that could run on Windows
NT 3.1 and the high system requirements at that time prevented the operating system from achieving the
expected success. .

Anyway, the positive influence of Windows NT 3.1 on future Windows releases, including those for consumer
PCs, is unquestionable and continues to this day.

Y ou finished reading the article "On this day 30 years ago, Windows NT 3.1 came out" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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