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NotebookLM's new feature makes researchers'
dreams a reality.

As someone who started using it purely for in-depth research projects, the new Data Tables feature feels like the
most natural upgrade to date.

Google's NotebookLM is one of the few AI tools that many people still use regularly after the initial novelty and
allure fade. It has held a stable place in their workflows since the early days at Google Labs. The main reason is
that NotebookLM doesn't try to do everything. It was launched with the goal of helping people cope with the
rapid growth of information by allowing them to interact directly with their own information sources instead of
the entire internet .

 

Unlike many other tools that deviate over time, NotebookLM has remained true to its original vision. While
Google has certainly invested heavily in updating the tool with meaningful new features, those additions have
always been built on the same core idea: Helping you better understand your own documents. And as someone
who started using it purely for in-depth research projects, the new Data Tables feature feels like the most natural
upgrade to date.

 

Data Tables is the newest feature added to NotebookLM's Studio
panel.

This is a feature you didn't know you were waiting for.
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Studio outputs in NotebookLM include various outputs that you can create from sources uploaded to your
notebook. This includes Audio Overviews, Video Overviews, Mind Maps, etc. Data Tables is the newest feature
added and will be introduced in late 2025.

This feature does exactly what you'd expect from its name—it automatically aggregates your sources into
structured tables. To make these tables truly useful, NotebookLM lets you describe what you want the table to
include in natural language. You can specify the columns, structure, and types of information you want to
extract, and NotebookLM will aggregate it all from your sources. As with any AI-powered feature, the more
detailed the prompt, the better the output.

Once created, the tables can be exported directly to Google Sheets . This way, you can edit the results and
continue developing it without having to manually copy everything.

The output is always a great starting point.

It may not be perfect, but it's better than a blank spreadsheet.

 



Spreadsheets have always been intimidating for many people. They've never been fans of creating spreadsheets,
no matter how simple the spreadsheet they want to create. However, with the help of AI today, the spreadsheet
creation process has become much easier. The great thing about this feature in NotebookLM is that it only takes
data from sources you've uploaded. The tool will analyze the data you've uploaded and do all the heavy lifting to
create the spreadsheet.

The Data Tables feature is very useful when you have a notebook full of research sources and need to understand
them all at once. For example, you can bring 200 research papers into your NotebookLM notebook and then
create a data table analyzing the methodology, sample size, main findings, and conclusions of each paper. This is
the kind of work that used to take days of manually reading and compiling notes into spreadsheets. Now, it only
takes seconds.

Although the data tables you create with NotebookLM may not always be perfect, they are a great way to decide
which sources are worth exploring further and to identify gaps in your research.

It is also useful outside the scope of in-depth research.



 

Similarly, just as NotebookLM isn't just for students, the Data Tables feature isn't just for researchers immersed
in academic papers. Any notebook with enough material to start feeling overwhelmed can benefit from it. For
example, many people have used NotebookLM to replace their read-later application.

While read-later apps efficiently store content you want to read in the future, it's easy to forget about it after just
a few days. To solve this problem, create two NotebookLM notebooks – one to maintain your read-later list and



one to store all the content you've already read (like a knowledge repository). Now, with busy lives, your read-
later list sometimes gets overflowing with saved content.

To easily choose what to read next, use Data Tables to create a quick overview of everything on your to-do list,
with columns for article title, author, main topic, and key points to remember. Instead of having to open each
source individually to recall the content, you get an easy-to-read summary of your entire to-do list in seconds.
From there, you can decide which ones are worth prioritizing based on what you're doing or interested in at the
time.

You can also create a similar Data Table for the "archive" notebook in this process, which is very useful when
you need to quickly refer back to documents you read weeks or even months ago without having to search
through the added document sources.

NotebookLM is growing rapidly.

Since NotebookLM went from a quiet experiment at Google Labs to one of the most talked-about AI tools,
Google has consistently rolled out new features and improvements. The Data Tables feature is another example
of how NotebookLM is evolving without losing what made it great in the first place.

You finished reading the article "NotebookLM's new feature makes researchers' dreams a reality." edited by
the TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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