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New feature surpriseslongtime Excel users

Microsoft Excel isincredibly powerful. Just when you think you've got it down pat, Excel pulls anew trick. Its
latest feature makes you wonder how much time you've wasted by not using it sooner.

Microsoft Excel isincredibly powerful. Just when you think you've got it down pat, Excel pulls anew trick. Its
latest feature makes you wonder how much time you've wasted by not using it sooner.

Excel keepssurprisingitsusers

Recently, asmall event used QR codes for guests. This made many people curious. If you want to create a QR
code for your own event, how would you do it? It turns out, the easiest way requires no programming, no server,
just Excel.

If you have aguest list in Excel, all you need to do is select the content you want to encrypt — perhaps their
names and whether they paid or not.

XV Autosave (@ Off )

File Home Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View Automate Help Table Desigr

fx | Alice Smith

C

B C D
Age Gender Fee Paid?

H

Bob Johnson 35 Male FALSE
Carol White 22 Female TRUE
David Green 41 Male FALSE

In the example case, there are name, age, gender and whether they have paid or not, so the author decided to
convert the guest name and ticket paid status (TRUE/FALSE) into a QR code.
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Excel doesn't have a built-in QR function, but it can build a URL and import an image. That's all you need.
There are free services that will generate static QR codes from a URL ; one example is QRServer. Here'sthe
URL format:

https://api.qrserver.com vl/create-qr-code/ ?si ze=200x200&dat a=[ YOURDATA] &col or =0
Tip : The color and size parameters are optional. Y ou can change them as you wish.

Y ou create a URL that embeds your data (with proper URL encoding), then feed that data into Excel's IMAGE
function. The formulalooks like this:

=l MAGE(" https://api.qrserver.conivl/create-qr-code/ ?si ze=200x200&dat a=" & ENCODE

Note : ENCODEURL iswhat prevents things from breaking. It converts spaces to %20, etc., so you don't get
broken links.
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Drag that recipe down the list and each guest will receive a QR code. Scan the code and you'll get their details
right on your phone.
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What else can you createin Excel?

Once you've done that, you're wondering - what else can | create? Try shields.io. Y ou may have seen these little
badges on GitHub. They're just static images created by passing text and formatting to a URL.

For example, the author created a blue badge for each guest:

= MAGE(" https://ing. shields.iolbadge/" &ENCODEURL( A2) &' - bl ue. png?nstyl e=fl at")
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Then take it up a notch by adding the guest prefix and using Excel's | F() function to display red for guests who
haven't paid yet:

= MAGE(" https://ing.shields.iol badge/ Guest-"& ENCODEURL(A2) & I F(D2, "-blue.png?

File Home Insert Draw Pagelayout Formulas Data Review View Automate Help Table Desig 2 Comments
G2 Mk Jx v | =IMAGE("https://img.shields.io/badge/Guest-"&ENCODEURL(A2) & IF(D2, "-blue.png", "-red.png"))
© D F G | H
1 Gender Fee Paid? Badge Badge
29l Alice Smith Female Alice Smith
Il Bob Johnson Male Bob Johnson
il Carol White Female Carol White | Guest Carol White
B David Green Male
Pl Emily Brown Female Guest Emily Brown
Fal Frank Black 50 Male TRUE Frank Black | Guest Frank Black
8
9
10
1

The combination of Excel formulas and images supported by this API is extremely flexible.

API + Excel = Endless Possihilities

Realizing that you can fetch arbitrary images via URL s turns Excel into a lightweight front-end for all sorts of
APIs. You can even use the Memegen API to create memes inside Excel. The top and bottom text are separated



by a slash, so to create a simple meme:

=l MACGE( " htt ps://api.nmemegen. |ink/imges/buzz/" & ENCODEURL(A2) & "/" & ENCODEURL
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Y ou can change "buzz" to any other pattern; the format remains the same. The author aso fetched the weather

datadirectly using wttr.in. If A1 has"Chicago" init, you get aterminal-style weather graph:
=l MAGE("https://wtr.in/" & AL & ".png?0_mg_n")

Graphics inspired by classic terminal icons - may not be to everyone's taste.
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Once you realize Excel can handle API-based images in thisway, it's hard to stop experimenting. Any free
service that providesimages via URL will work. It also works exactly the same in Google Sheets, making it

even more versatile.



When introducing it to friends, the first thing many people say is, 'Did you know you could do thisin Excel?
There's awhole universe of free APIs that you can tap into just by constructing the right URL. If you've always
thought of Excel as dry and predictable, these will help you get out of it quickly.

Y ou finished reading the article "New featur e sur prises longtime Excel users' edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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