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New archaeological discoveries show that cats and
dogs previously shared a common ancestor

Dogs are a family of carnivorous and omnivorous mammals collectively referred to as dogs, wolves or foxes ...
and cats are a separate family of nine carnivores, but archaeological discoveries have recently given See that 55
million years ago, cats and dogs shared a common ancestor.

Dogs and cats are now seen as friends who live with humans, according to their appearance and personality,
some will like to keep dogs and some will choose cats to be friends with. But despite their differences in
personality and appearance, archaeologists have recently discovered that 55 million years ago, they shared a
common ancestor.

Dormaal is a small village located in the middle of Belgium and it seems that this area is very strange to most
people. But if you are a "believer" of Belgian beer, then surely there will be people know here because this
village is the home of the famous Hof Ten Dormaal Blond beer.

In addition to brewing, Dormaal is also known as an area with a lot of paleontological fossils extremely famous
for many of the species of The Eocene found here.

Based on the two jaw bone fossils discovered here in the 1960s, paleontologists believe they belong to a small
prehistoric cat - Miacis Latour, commonly found in North America.
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Recovering image of prehistoric cat - Miacis Latour.

A team led by paleontologist Floreal Sole from the Royal Academy of Natural Sciences in Brussels conducted
an excavation in this village and discovered many other fossil samples. together.

By analyzing early fossils, the team identified them from at least 40 prehistoric mammals, of which 280 fossils
belong to the same unidentified species. From excavated molars, paleontologists believe that they most likely
belonged to a small-sized ancient cat.



Newly discovered fossils of this species include teeth, jaws and ankles. From the bone shape of the teeth,
paleontologists identified them as a completely new species and had extremely unique properties.

In 2014, Sole and his research team launched a study called "Dental and tarsal anatomy of 'Miacis' latouri and a
phylogenetic analysis of the repeated carnivoraforms (Mammalia, Carnivoramorpha)", in this research paper,
they named the new animal Dormaalocyon. In which Dormaal is the name of the area where the fossil was found
and ocyon in ancient Greek "Kyon" means dog.



By analyzing the fossil records, paleontologists identified Dormaalocyon as a small predator with a total body
length of only about 1 meter and weighs 1kg.

Judging from the simulated images, it can be seen that Dormaalocyon is an animal whose appearance is a
mixture of dogs, weasels and squirrels, in fact they can be almost identical to the Fossa (Cryptoprocta Ferox).
Lives in Madagascar today.



Fossa is a carnivore, shaped like a cat. It is endemic to Madagascar, belonging to the Eupleridae family,
Carnivorous, closely related to the mongoose.

The biology classification of this species has been controversial due to its similar physical characteristics to cats,
but another feature indicates a close relationship with the civet.

Dormaalocyon has a small, pointed muzzle with large eyes and triangular ears. They have a long neck, quite
flexible body and a long tail to help them balance the body while in the tree.

They possess 4 strong and muscular limbs with five toes per table and curved claws. Judging from the overall
structure of this animal, paleontologists identify it as a very good tree-climbing animal.



In addition, they also identified this as a sex deformity (Sexual dimorphism), males are larger in size and much
stronger than females.

The discovery of Dormaalocyon is of great significance. Biological analysis shows that this is the oldest
carnivore (Carnivoramorpha) ever discovered by humans. The carnivorous form is a large branch of the
mammalian class, and includes the extinct Carnivora and Miacoidea (an anomalous family that has been divided
into two carnivorous families: Miacidae and Viverravidae. Paleocene and Eocene, about 66-33 million years
ago).

Most of the carnivorous mammals on Earth today belong to the Carnivora family, including families such as
dogs, cats, bears, weasels, etc.So it can be said that cats and dogs once shared a common ancestor.
Dormaalocyon.

Dormaalocyon's position on the evolutionary tree of carnivores.



Dormaalocyon lived in Europe at the beginning of the Eocene 55 million years ago. At that time, the Earth's
temperature was higher than it is today and Europe has dense and wet rainforest. Dormaalocyons often climb
trees through rainforests to hunt smaller mammals and insects.

Although the Dormaalocyon is modest in size, it is of great significance to the evolution of today's mammals on
Earth. Due to the limited fossil materials, we have always been "dreamy" about the evolution of mammals
during the Paleocene. The discovery of Dormaalocyon proves that during the extremely warm period of the
Paleocene / Eocene, carnivores emerged with diversity from Europe to North America, evolving into ancient
small cats and predator is almost fox.

Studies on primates also indicate that at Paleocene, Europe is likely to be the evolutionary center of early
mammals.



The discovery of Dormaalocyon means a lot to us in exploring the origins of predatory mammals today. Whether
it's cats, dogs, lions, bears, etc., they shared a common ancestor 55 million years ago!
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