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M eaningful storiesabout lifethat you should read at
least once in your lifetime.

Inspirational stories about life are easy to find on the internet. However, which stories truly convey meaningful
life lessons? This article will compile alist for you.

Inspirational storiesabout life are easy to find on the internet. However, which storiestruly convey
meaningful lifelessons ? This article will compile alist for you.

Every story in life carries its own lesson, sometimes so simple that we easily overlook it, but upon reflection, we
realize its profound value. Some stories, though only afew lineslong, are enough to touch our hearts, prompting
us to re-evaluate how we live, how we love, and how we treat ourselves.

Reading these storiesis not just for entertainment, but also to nourish the soul, inspire motivation, and help us
live more kindly and compassionately each day. Take some time to slow down and let these meaningful stories
touch you in the most natural way.

Story #1: A Lesson in Self-Confidence

That was my first day of math class with Mr. Peter. As soon as we entered the classroom, he gave the whole
class atest at the beginning of the year.

The whole class was surprised when the teacher handed us three different types of questions and said:

- Thefirst test consists of questions of varying difficulty; completing all of themwill earn you 10 points. The
second test has a maximum score of 8 with relatively easy questions. The third test has a maximum score of 6
with very easy questions. You are free to choose which test you want .

The teacher only gave us 15 minutes to complete the assignment, so | chose the second question to be on the safe
side. It wasn't just me; my classmates did the same — nobody chose the first question.

A week later, Mr. Peter handed out the test papers. The whole class was even more surprised to learn that
whoever chose a particular question would receive the total points for that question, regardless of whether they
answered correctly or incorrectly. The class president asked the teacher:

- Sr, why isthat?

The teacher smiled, then replied serioudly:
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- With this test, | just want to challenge the confidence of our class. Everyone dreams of getting a perfect score,
but few dare to overcome the challenge to make that dream a reality .

Peter's unusual test taught us alesson: "There are things that seem incredibly difficult at first glance, making it
easy to retreat from the very beginning. But if we lack the confidence to face challenges, we won't know our true
potential and it will be difficult to reach the pinnacle of success."”

Story #2:. The Love Comb

One day, the wife with long hair asked her husband to buy her anew comb so she could comb her hair more
neatly. The husband apologized and refused, saying he didn't even have enough money to repair his broken
wristwatch. The wife heard this and said nothing more.

The next day, on hisway to work, the husband stopped by the watch shop and sold his watch for alow price to
buy a new comb for hiswife.

In the evening, he happily sat waiting for his wife at home with his new comb in hand.

However, alittle while later, he was utterly astonished to see his wife appear with short hair. It turned out she
had sold her hair to buy him anew watch strap.

Tears streamed down their cheeks, not because their efforts were in vain, but because of the profound love they
shared for each other.



Story number 3: The story of two grainsof rice

Two grains of rice were set aside to be used as seeds for the next crop because both were good grains, large,
healthy, and plump.

One day, the owner decided to sow them in the nearby field. The first grain thought to itself,

"Why should I follow the owner to the field? | don't want my whole body to be crushed in the soil. It's best if |
keep all the nutrientsin this shell and find an ideal place to take shelter. * So it chose a hidden corner in the
granary and rolled into it.

The second grain of rice, however, longed day and night for its owner to plant it in the ground. It was truly
overjoyed to begin anew life.

Astime passed, the first rice grain withered in the corner of the house because it received neither water nor
sunlight. At this point, nutrients were of no use —it slowly died. Meanwhile, the second rice grain, though
crushed in the soil, sprouted a golden, grain-laden rice plant from its stem. It once again brought forth new rice
grains.

L esson : If you isolate yourself within a shell to maintain your meaningless integrity, you will live a meaningless
life, losing your self-worth. Therefore, embrace challenges, bravely move forward, and silently endure
heartbreak to live amore meaningful life and contribute valuable things to society.

Story number 4: The Crow and the Swan

A crow, as black as coal, envied a swan because the swan's feathers were always beautiful and white like cotton.

One day, the foolish crow suddenly had an idea: if it lived like a swan—that is, swimming and splashing in the
water all day long, and eating aquatic plants and algae—its feathers would turn white like a swan's. So the crow
left the forest and flew to livein therivers, lakes, and swamps.

But no matter how much it washed itself day after day, its fur remained as black as ever.



And when the algae in the water don't suit its stomach, it becomesincreasingly thin, and eventually, it collapses
and dies.

Lesson : Don't let the illusion of things you can't have lead you to foolish actions; in the end, you'll be the one
who suffers.

Story #5: A bargain for the poor

A girl asked the old man selling eggs, " How much isan egg, sir? "

The old man replied, " One dollar for two apples, miss."

The girl replied, " Sell me four for a dollar, otherwise | won't buy them."

The old man said, " Okay, takeit. Thisisa good start because | probably won't sell anything today ."

The girl took the eggs and walked away proudly. She felt she had gotten a good deal and went to a fancy
restaurant to meet her friends. There, she and her friends ate whatever they wanted. At the end of the meal, their
bill came to $420. The girl gave the restaurant owner $500 and said no need for change.

L esson: The incident seemed simple, but it was incredibly painful for the old egg seller. Many of us are
generous to the wealthy, yet forget to show compassion to those in need.

Story number 6: The burnt dlice of bread

When | was about eight or nine years old, | remember my mother occasionally burning the toast. One evening,
my mother came home after along day at work and made dinner for my father and me. She served us afew
dlices of burnt toast—not just slightly burnt, but completely blackened like charcoal. | sat there staring at the
dlices of toast, waiting to see if anyone would notice their unusual appearance and say something.

But my father just ate his piece of bread and asked me about my homework and schoolwork, asusual. | don't
remember what | said to him that day, but | do remember hearing my mother apologize to him for burning the
bread.

And | will never forget what my father said to my mother: ' Honey, | like burnt toast. '

That night, | went to wish my father goodnight and asked if he really liked burnt toast. My father put his arm
around my shoulder and said:

" Your mother has worked very hard all day and she's very tired. A burnt dlice of bread won't hurt anyone, but
do you know what really hurts people? Harsh, critical words. "

Then he continued: "Y ou know, lifeisfull of imperfections and imperfect people. I'm pretty bad at alot of things
too, for example, | can't remember birthdays or anniversaries like some people do."

What your father has learned over the yearsisto accept other peopl€e's flaws and choose to support their
differences. That's the most important key to building a healthy, mature, and lasting relationship, my child.



Lifeistoo short to wake up with regrets and resentment. Cherish those who treat you well, and be understanding
of those who haven't yet.

Lesson: Inlife, you need to learn to empathize with the weaknesses and limitations of others. Empathy for the
lives and personalities of family members, friends, spouses, etc., will help you create a harmonious life. Empathy
— the secret to nurturing family happiness. This story is alesson about empathy between people.

Story #7: Preparing for the Journey

There was a monk who wanted to go study far away. His master asked, " When will you leave?"

" I'll be leaving next week. The journey islong, so |'ve asked someone to weave me a few pairs of straw sandals.
After | get them, I'll set off ."

The master pondered for amoment, then said, " If that's the case, I'll ask the congregation to donate shoes for
you ."

I don't know how many people the monk spoke to, but that day, dozens of people brought shoes as gifts, filling
an entire corner of the meditation room.

The next morning, someone brought another umbrella as a gift for the monk.
The monk asked, " Why did the devotee give an umbrella? "

" The monk said that the abbot was preparing to travel far, and might encounter heavy rain on the way. The
monk asked meif | could give the abbot an umbrella? "

But that day, it wasn't just that one person who brought umbrellas as gifts. By evening, the meditation room was
filled with about 50 umbrellas of various kinds.

The evening class ended, and the master entered the monk's meditation room: " Are the straw sandals and
umbrella sufficient? "

" That's enough! " — The monk pointed to the pile of umbrellas and straw shoes stacked high like a small
mountain in the corner of the room. " There are too many, master; | can't carry themall. "

" That won't do ," the monk said. " The weather is unpredictable; sometimesit rains, sometimes it shines. Who
can foresee how far you'll have to travel, or how many times you'll be caught in the rain and wind? What if your
straw shoes wear out completely, or your umbrellais lost? What will you do then? "

After a brief pause, he continued, " On your journey, you will undoubtedly encounter many rivers and streams.
Tomorrow, | will ask the faithful to donate boats; please take one with you... "

At this point, the monk finally understood his master's intentions. He knelt down and said, " | will depart now
and will not take anything with me. "

L esson : When doing anything, what matters is not whether you have prepared the necessary external things, but
whether you have enough determination.



With determination and clear goals, everything will no longer be a problem or an obstacle.

Take your heart with you on your journey. No matter how far away your goal may be, the path is right beneath
your feet. Just keep walking, and you will reach your destination. Even taking just one step means you have
already reaped the rewards. Just bring your heart with you on your journey, and everything else will fall into
place!

Story number 8: The man who threw away his shoes

The train was speeding along the highway when Johnny carelessly dropped one of his newly purchased shoes
out the window. Everyone around him felt sorry for him. Unexpectedly, he immediately threw the second shoe
out the same window. Johnny's action astonished everyone, so he calmly explained, "No matter how expensive
this shoe s, it's no longer useful to me. If someone findsit, maybe they'll even fit into it!"

L esson: Things that are no longer useful to you can sometimes be a source of immense happiness for others.
Cherish everything you have and share your happiness with everyone.

Story #9: Thank you, Dad, for showing me how poor we ar e

One day, awealthy father took his son to visit avillage. The father wanted to show his son just how poor a poor
person could be. They spent time touring the fields of a poor family. After returning home, the father asked his
son:

—How did you find the trip?

— That's great, Dad!

The father asked:

Have you ever seen how poor people live?

Yes, | seeit!



So tell me, what did you learn from this trip?

The boy replied, " We have one dog, they have four. We have a swimming pool, they have rivers. We use lights at
night, they have stars. We have walls to protect ourselves, they have friends. We have TV, they spend time with
family and relatives ."

The father was speechless. The boy added, " Thank you, Dad, for showing me how poor we are! "

The story's message: We are not rich simply because we have alot of money. Love, compassion, friendship, true
values, and family are what make you truly rich.

Story #10: The Value of the Stone
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A student asked his teacher:

Teacher, what is the value of life?

The teacher took a stone, gave it to the student, and instructed him:

- Take this stone to the market, but don't sell it. Just pay attention to how much people offer for it.

Obeying his teacher, the student took the stone to the market to sell it. People couldn't understand why he would
sell such an ugly stone. After sitting there al day, akind street vendor approached him, asked about the stone,
and offered one coin. The student took the stone home and sighed:

"Nobody would want to buy this ugly stone. Luckily, someone offered to buy it for one coin, teacher.”
The teacher smiled and said:

"Very well, tomorrow take the stone to the gold shop and try to sell it to the owner. Remember, even if the gold
shop owner wants to buy it, you must not sell it.

" The student was very surprised when the gold shop owner offered 500 dong for the stone. He eagerly asked his
teacher why. The teacher smiled and said:

- Tomorrow, take it to the antique shop. But absolutely do not sell it; just ask for the price.



Following his teacher's instructions, after examining the stone for awhile, he was extremely surprised when the
shopkeeper offered him his entire fortune. He still refused to sell it and hurried back to tell histeacher. At this
point, the teacher slowly said:

- The stoneis actually a precious ancient gem, worth afortune, and the value of lifeislike that stone; some
understand it, some don't. For those who don't understand and can't fedl it, the value of life is worthless, but for
those who do understand, it's worth a fortune. The stone remains the same, life remains the same; the only thing
that makes a difference is your understanding and how you perceive life.

Lesson : What is success or happiness? Everyone will have a different definition and 'value," and we should
respect that choice. Make your life valuable in your own way and decide your own destiny.

Story #11: The End of Contempt

A woodcutter and a scholar were traveling together in a boat in the middle of the river. The scholar, considering
himself highly knowledgeable, suggested playing aword guessing game to relieve boredom, making adeal: if he
lost, he would give the woodcutter ten coins, while the woodcutter would only lose five. The scholar saw this as
away of showing off his superior intellect. First, the woodcutter posed ariddle:

"What is something that weighs a thousand pounds at the bottom of the river, but only ten pounds when brought
ashore?'

The scholar racked his brains but couldn't find the answer, so he gave the woodcutter ten coins. Then he asked
the woodcutter what the answer was.

" | don't know either! " the woodcutter said, handing the scholar back five coins and adding:
" I'mso sorry, I've already earned five dollars. " The scholar was utterly astonished.

L esson : No oneis born perfect, and the more you look down on others, the more you reveal your own
ignorance. No one dares to boast of knowing everything, because there are countless things we still don't know.
The more you try to appear intelligent, the more your intelligence will harm you. Just like the woodcutter in the
story, although not as educated as the scholar, he knew how to calculate and still managed to earn alittle. The
scholar, on the other hand, lost a considerable sum of money due to his contempt and disregard for the
woodcutter. Don't look down on others, because the consequences are always painful.

Story number 12: The Donkey and the Mule

The donkey and the mule were traveling together. They were both carrying the same amount of cargo. The
donkey grumbled that the mule was carrying the same amount but was getting double the food. The mule
remained silent. After awhile, the donkey grew tired.

The merchant took some of the goods from the donkey's back and gave them to La. Ladidn't complain and
continued walking. After awhile, the donkey became increasingly exhausted. The merchant took more goods
and gave them to La. There was almost no merchandise left on the donkey's back, and it trudged along behind,
panting heavily. At that point, Laturned to the donkey and said:

—Hey, my friend, | deserve double the portion, don't I?



L esson : Before judging or making a statement about something, we should not only look at the beginning but
also observe the process and the end.

Story #12: The Ugly Class Beauty

The female students openly voted to choose the class beauty queen. Xiao Mai, who had an ordinary appearance,
stood up and said to everyone, "If I'm chosen, in afew years, all of you sitting here can proudly tell your
husbands, "When | wasin college, | was even prettier than the class beauty queen!™ As aresult, she was elected
with an almost unanimous vote.

L esson : To persuade others to support you, it's important to show them that you're helping them become more
successful and achieve more, rather than necessarily proving how much better you are than others.

Story #13. Who'sthe fool?

A new teacher noticed that there was a boy in his class who was always being called stupid. During recess, he
asked the group of friends why.

- Well, hereally isanidiot, teacher. If you gave him alarge 5-ruble coin and a small 10-ruble coin, he would
choose the 5-ruble coin because he thinks that because it's bigger, it's better.

L ook, teacher. One of the students in the group held up two coins and let the other choose. And he still chose the
5-ruble coin, just like before.

The teacher asked in surprise:

Why did you choose 5 rubles instead of 10 rubles?

- Look, teacher, the 5-ruble coin is bigger.

After school, the teacher went to the boy and asked him again:

- Can't you understand that a 5-ruble coin is only bigger in size, but with a 10-ruble coin you can buy much
more?

"If | take 10 rubles, they won't give me any more next time." the boy replied.
L esson:

"There's nothing to fear from someone who's stupid but pretends to be dangerous; what's truly frightening is
someone whao's dangerous but pretends to be stupid.” This saying perfectly applies to the story above. We need
to understand that we shouldn't judge people by their appearance, because no one knows what kind of person lies
beneath that facade.

Story #14. The Jar and the Stones



A professor placed alarge glassjar in front of a student and put in several large stones.
"Isthejar full?' he asked.
"Yes, it is!" the student replied.

He added more small pebbles, shaking gently so they would fall into the gaps.
—'Isit full now? —'Yes, it'sfull!

He continued to pour in sand, and finally water.

Then he said, "Thejar isyour life. The large stones are the most important things — family, health, love. The
pebbles are things you need but aren't as important —work, home. The sand isthe trivial things. If you put the
sand in first, there won't be room for the stones. Prioritize the most important things first."

Story number 15: Two Seeds

Two seeds lay side by side in the soil.

One said, "l want to grow, sprout, bask in the sunlight, and feel the wind." And it began to stretch upwards.

The other seed was afraid: "If | sprout, | might be blown away by the wind, eaten by insects... I'd rather stay put
for safety.”

One day, the chicken scratched the ground looking for food and swallowed a dormant seed.
The lesson: Waiting for absolute safety can cost you your chance of survival.

Besides the meaningful short stories about life above, you can also read more meaningful stories on other topics
such as money , happiness, friendship , etc.

Y ou finished reading the article "M eaningful stories about life that you should read at least oncein your
lifetime." edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and
tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us
regularly.

© 2019 TipsMake.com


https://tipsmake.com

