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Making Linux look like macOS with these easy
tweaks!

Y ou can learn the simpl e steps needed to make the Linux desktop work and look like Apple's macOS.

If you love Linux but love Mac aesthetics, the good news is that you can combine these two el ements together!
Y ou can learn the simple steps needed to make the Linux desktop work and look like Apple's macOS.

Redesigning Linux to resemble macOS is very simple. After al, the Macintosh desktop has two defining
features: Application bar and menu bar. This tutorial will try to 'imitate’ them on Linux, along with a number of
other factors.

Bring the macOS appearanceto Linux with the following tweaks

1. How to make Linux look like macOS
1. Basictheme
2. Themeicon
3. Dock Plank
2. Refine GNOME to make Ubuntu look likeaMac
1. Dock
2. Changetheme
Adjust Xfceto look like macOS
Making KDE Plasma looks like macOS
1. Plasmamenu bar
2. Launch automatic plank
3. Adjust the interface
5. Linux Mint'sway of making Cinnamon looks like aMac
1. Automatically launch Plank
2. Adjust the theme for Cinnamon
6. Make Unity on the old Ubuntu system look like macOS
1. Final edits
7. Whereisthe best way to make Linux look like macOS?
GNOME
Xfce
Plasma
Cinnamon
Unity

A~ w

agrwbdpE


https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/mac-os-x/
https://tipsmake.com/making-linux-look-like-macos-with-these-easy-tweaks

How to make Linux look like macOS

Making Linux similar to macOS desktop is quite simple. However, that depends on the desktop environment you
use. In thistutorial, we will ook at how to create a Mac-like interface on Linux, using 5 desktop environments:

Gnome

Xfce

KDE Plasma

Linux Mint's Desktop Cinnamon
Unity
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However, before you start, you need three things to make Linux look like macOS: the theme, the dock bar and
the appropriate icons.

Basic theme

Before doing anything else, if you want your desktop to look like a Mac, you'll need to install the appropriate
theme. A Linux theme called macOS Sierra does exactly that. To download, open aterminal and enter:

nmkdi r $HOVE/ . t henes
You may aready have the /.theme/ folder (you'll know if the terminal says there is an error). If that is the case,
ignore this command. Next, enter:

cd $HOVE /.thene wget https://github. com BOOner ang- Proj ect/ macCS- Si erra/ archive/ |

If you don't have wget, just copy the link to the browser and download it manually. Be sureto put it in/.theme/!
Finally, enter the command:
unzi p master.zip

Then, you will be able to choose a theme from the distro interface's tweaking tool.

Themeicon

Gnome Yosemite theme icon is very similar to macOS's appearance. Like application themes, the way of
adjusting is not the same between desktops. The terminal commands below only focus on installing it:

sudo add-apt-repository ppa: num x/ ppa & & sudo apt-get update sudo apt install nul

(Note that if you use a recent Debian-based distribution, you may need to install softwar e-properties-common
to activate the add-apt-repository command ).

This theme is based on Numix Circle theme icon. This theme does not work completely as intended, so you will
need to fix this:



sudo sh -c "curl https://raw. githubusercontent.conf Foggal ong/ hardcode-fi xer/ mast
The second command downloads an automated installation script and sets up Gnome Y osemite as a theme icon.
If the commands do not work, make sure you have installed the previous cCURL :

sudo apt install curl

If you are new to cURL, please refer to the article: How to use cCURL in Linux to learn more about this tool.
Dock Plank

In addition to Unity, other instructions will assume that you have Plank. Plank has a taskbar that integrates well
with macOS Linux theme. To install it, enter this command:

sudo apt install plank
Then, launch the dock by pressing Al t + F2 and entering plank --pr efer ences.

Regardless of what desktop you are using, this command will aso start Plank, along with its configuration
window. In the Appear ance section , change the Theme to Gtk +. This will make the dock look like in macOS
after you make some adjustments later.

Appearance Behaviour Docklets

Theme: | Gtk+ v

Position: Bottom et

on Primary Display: [{eHl

Alignment: | Center v e 0

Icon Alignment: v

Icon Size: | 44 =t

lcon Zoom: | OFF

Everything looks pretty good, but you may want to hide that anchor icon. To do this, adjust a hidden setting:

gsettings set net.launchpad. pl ank. dock. settings:/net/|aunchpad/ pl ank/ docks/ dock1,

Now, you have made Linux look like macOS. You will need to make some further adjustments to complete
everything.



Refine GNOME to make Ubuntu look likeaMac

Ubuntu uses the GNOME desktop environment and only needs a few adjustments to bring it to the macOS
interface.

Dock

If you follow the instructions at the top of the article, you should now have a dock. However, to continue using it
when rebooting, you will need to add it to your startup applications. The easiest way to do this is through
GNOME Tweak Tool . Install it with the following command:

sudo apt install gnome-tweak-t ool

Open the program by typing gnome-tweak-tool into the terminal. You can only search for programs in the
operation menu. Navigate to the Startup Application section. From there, just need to add Plank. If it's already
running, you don't have to search anymore. It will be right above the head.
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Change theme

Inside the GNOME Tweak Tool , go to the Appearance section . Change GTK + theme to MacOS-Sierra-
master. Both the application window and the Plank dock will change in appearance. Finally, change the
wallpaper by going to the Desktop section of the Tweak Tool. Init, click the Background L ocation button .

You will be presented with a way to choose a new wallpaper. A Mac-like wallpaper is placed with the theme
(named Wallpaper.jpg ), So navigate to its location at ~ / .themes / macOS-Sierra-master. You may have to
display hidden files to view this folder. In that case, right-click on the file select window and select Show
Hidden Files.
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Adjust Xfceto look like macOS

If you use the Xfce desktop environment, you can get the new macOS interface in just a few minutes. Thanks to
the Y osemite GTK 3 theme, your Linux will be similar to aMac in just afew simple steps.

Asyou may know, Xfceis somewhat similar to macOS thanks to a dock.
Start by downloading the Y osemite theme from GitHub.

Next, extract the file to the /.theme/ folder in Home. Open Settings> Appear ance and select OS-X-Y osemite.

W sppeanance
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. Appearance
® Customize the look of your desktop

Style | 1cons  Fonts Settings
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The new macOS theme for Linux will be applied immediately. Click OK to accept.



Making KDE Plasma looks like macOS

With the release of Plasma 5.9, you can create a KDE desktop that looks similar to Mac.

KDE prides itself on its power and flexibility. Therefore, in terms of appearance, KDE may be a bit more like
macOS than GNOME. However, some steps will need to be taken.

Plasma menu bar

Since Plasma 5.9, you can now have a macOS-like menu. To start, right-click on the desktop and select Add
Panel> Application Menu Bar . You will get a blank panel at the top of the screen. Click on the danger sign
insideit. An installation window allows you to change the way the application menu bar is displayed.

[ Run Command... Alt+5pace

+ Add Widgets... Alt+D, A

+ Add Panel » Application Menu Bar
= Activities... Alt+D, Alt+A Default Panel

& Lock Widgets Alt+D, L Empty Panel

& Lock Screen Cerlealtel

< Leave... Ctrl+Alt+Del

[E Configure Desktop  Alt+D, Alt+S

Go to Fine Tuning> Menubar style> Application Menu widget . Once you have applied this setting, the
danger sign will disappear and the application menu will display on the top.



- Widget Style — System Settings Module
Widget Style and Behavior

Applications | Fine Tuning

show icons on buttons: M

Show icons in menus: M)

Toolbars
Main toolbar text: | Text Besidedcons v

Secondary toolbar text: | Text Beside Icons ~ |

Menubar

[LELWLETELAEER Application Menu widget ~

I Help © Reset [ Defaults v OK ~ Apply ® Cancel

After completing this, add some suitable widgets to the control panel, by right-clicking on the panel and
selecting the Add Widgets option . The article recommends using the same widget with the bottom panel.
Finally, remove the bottom panel by clicking the hamburger menu and selecting M or e Settings> Remove Panel

Panel Alignment

Left
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L aunch automatic plank
In System Settings, go to Workspace> Startup and Shutdown> Autostart> Add Program . You will be able

to find the Plank located in Utilities. This helps you not to start the dock manually every time you log into the
desktop.

Adjust theinterface



Interestingly, Plasma puts its theme icon in another location. Because of this, you will need to move your macOS
theme icon folder away. Use terminal commands to do this:

cd $HOVE/ .icons cp -r GrhoneYosenitelcons-master/ ./.local/sharel/icons

Now, when you open your system installation and go to Appearance> |cons and choose the Y osemite Icons
theme icon.

GNOME Application Style (GTK) — System Settings

@ wisettings @ Help

®) Widget Style of GNOME/GTK Applications

Widget Style

w Decorations

GNOME Application
Style (GTK)

Complete this, go back to the settings menu and go to Appear ance> Application Style> GNOME Application
Style. In GTK Themes, select macOS-Sierra-master. After that, change the theme icon to Y osemite | cons.

After that, go to Window Decor ations and select the Get New Decor ations option . Search for a theme named
Breezemite and install it. Set it as a decorative theme.

Finally, to hide the toolbox at the corner of the screen, click it and select Configure Desktop. In the Tweaks
menu that appears, disable the Show the desktop toolbox option .

Linux Mint'sway of making Cinnamon lookslikea Mac

Without any modification, Cinnamon desktop looks more like Windows than macOS. Fortunately, it's easy to
change Cinnamon desktop.

Move the bottom panel up, by right-clicking on it, then moving to M odify panel> Move panel . Thiswill make
Cinnamon desktop look a bit more Mac-like. Then, delete the icons on the screen in the control panel, by right-
clicking on them and selecting the Remove option .



You can aso delete the window list applet, by right-clicking on it, selecting Configure the window list , then
clicking the Remove button .

Automatically launch Plank

If you followed the steps at the top of the article, Plank will work on your desktop. However, it does not appear
on the screen after rebooting. To fix this, open the Startup Application menu in the installation manager. From
there, find Plank in the list of applications (they are sorted al phabetically).

Now, when restarting the desktop session, you will not have to launch the dock manually.

Adjust thetheme for Cinnamon

Desktop Cinnamon needs a bit more adjustment than other desktops. Open System Settings> Appear ance>
Themes . You will see several theme options. Change everything except 1cons and M ouse Pointer to macOS-
Sierra-master. Then, change the | cons section to use GnomeY osemitel cons-master.

When doing these final tasks, you can change your wallpaper to something more Mac-like. Open the
Backgrounds settings , then add the ~/ .themes / macOS-Sierra-master folder as the new background folder.
Y ou may have to display hidden foldersto view it.

Make Unity on the old Ubuntu system look like macOS

Desktop Unity isfound on older versions of Ubuntu. Because Unity has some sharpness with macOS, it's easy to
adjust.
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Asyou can see, Unity has a dock and menu bar by default. All you need to do is make some visual adjustments.
This can be easily achieved using Unity Tweak Tool , which alows you to change some hidden desktop
options. Install it with thisterminal command:

sudo apt install unity-tweak-tool

After installing it, open the tool by searching for it in the Unity menu. Then go to Launcher> Appearance>
Position . You will see that the application dock has two positions that can be changed: One on the left (by
default) and one on the bottom (like macOS). Y ou need to select Bottom position .

Unity Tweak Tool

3" Overview

Launcher Search Panel Switcher WebApps Additional

Behaviour
Auto-hide: | OFF
Auto-hide animation: | Fade and slide v
Reveal location: (=) Leftside ) [Top Aoft dornger

Reveal sensitivilty: T —
Minimize single window applications on click

Appearance
Transparency level: ;

colour: © Based onwallpaper () Custom: FNg™
Visibility: (e All desktops Primary desktop

Position: Left © Bottom

Final edits

In Unity Tweak Tool , go back to the Overview menu . From there, find Appearance> Theme and choose
Macos-sierra-master. Your applications will now feel very similar to Mac.

Theme also comes with a very beautiful wallpaper. To access it, first pressCt r | + L in the file manager. This
allows you to get to the location:



/ home/ USER/ . t hene/ macOS- Si erra- mast er/
Find the image named Wallpaper .jpg, right-click and select the Set as Wallpaper option .

By default, the Unity menu bar only displays options when you hover over it. To make this menu work like
macOS, open System Settings , then go to Personal> Appearance> Behavior> Menu visibility . Select the

option Always display below.

@ Appearance

AllSettings Appearance

Behaviour
Auto-hide the Launcher
The launcher will reveal when moving the pointer to the defined hot spot
Enable workspaces 1] add show desktopicon to the launcher
Show the menus for a window Menus visibility
© Inthe menu bar Displayed on mouse hovering
In the window's title bar © Always displayed

Restore Behaviour Settings

Whereisthe best way to make Linux look like macOS?

Asyou can see, with any desktop, you can tweak it so that it is similar to the macOS desktop.

GNOME

Here, everything looks good, although the menu bar is abit different.



Xfce

Making Xfce look like macOS is arguably the easiest option among the many items mentioned in this article.
The result is not as perfect as other desktops, but it will save you time. You can consider adding the macOS

theme icon pack to improve the results.

Plasma
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Theicon themein Plasmais also not very suitable, but it does bring a good experience like Mac anyway.

Cinnamon
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It can be said that Cinnamon desktop brings the most similar feeling to macOS.
Unity

The color and arrangement of the dock shows the fact that Unity is not really macOS. Using Plank is not a
popular option, asit will make the launch of the program too difficult.

Linux is extremely flexible. If you are not satisfied with what you see, you have the right to change them.
Whether you make your own edits, or install other themes, icon packs, and add-ons, it all depends on you.

However, if you want the easiest option to make Linux look like a Mac, you should use the Xfce desktop.

Some Linux distributions are even designed to look like macOS. If you don't want to spend your favorite time
configuring anew interface for Linux, why not consider elementaryOS?

Y ou are successful!

Y ou finished reading the article "M aking Linux look like macOS with these easy tweaks!" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
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similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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