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L earn about ShellGPT: Converting text into
ter minal commands.

ShellGPT (or sgpt) isacommand-line interface (CLI) powered by Artificia Intelligence (Al) that integrates
large model languages ?2(LLMs), such as OpenAl's GPT family, directly into your terminal.

Working in the terminal is often slow and frustrating. Y ou waste precious minutes, even hours, switching
between Google and the terminal just to find the right command or figure out the syntax for a script. This
constantly interrupts concentration and makes even small tasks tedious. Then ShellGPT came along and changed
everything. Now you can describe what you want in simple English, and it instantly generates the exact shell
command or snippet you need. Tasks that used to take 20 or 30 minutes now only take seconds.

What is Shdll GPT?

ShellGPT (or sgpt) isan Al-powered command-line interface (CL1) tool that integrates large language models
(LLMs) , such as OpenAl's GPT family, directly into your terminal. It acts as a productivity assistant, allowing
users to generate shell commands, code snippets, documentation, and answers to general knowledge questions
using natural language prompts.

|nstalling Shell GPT on Linux

ShellGPT requires Python 3 and pipx. Y ou can install them using the following command:

sudo apt install python3-full python3-venv pipx -y

Next, run the following command to ensure you can use the installed applications using pipx from the terminal:
pi px ensurepath

Finaly, install Shell GPT system-wide using pipx:

pi px install shell-gpt

I+ linuxuser@linuxuser: ~

linuxuser@linuxuser:~$ pipx install shell-qpt
(installed package shell-gpt 1.5.8, installed using Python 3.12.3]
These apps are now globally available

- sgpt
done!
linuxuser@linuxuser:~$ ||


https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/technology/
https://tipsmake.com/learn-about-shellgpt-transfer-ddedr

ShellGPT isfree, but using OpenAl to get Al feedback requires asmall fee. You can aso run local Al models
with ShellGPT for free, which is useful if you want to avoid any fees. ShellGPT issimilar to Gemini CLI, and is
agood alternative if you want to avoid Google at all costs.

To use OpenAl, create an API key on the OpenAl platform. Then, set it up in your environment. Y ou can use the
following command to set the API key only for the current session:

export OPENAI APl KEY="ch?-??nh- APl - key-c?a- b?n-t?i - ?ay"

To make the changes permanent, add the above code to the '~/.bashrc’ or '~/.zshrc' file, then apply the changes
using the following command:

source ~/.bashrc
Next, run the following command to verify that Shell GPT has been properly installed on your system:
sgpt --help

'Linuxuser_!_il]nu;(usﬁr‘.ﬁg

Usage: sgpt [OPTIONS] [PROMPT]

Arguments

prompt [PROMPT] The prompt to generate completions for.
— Options

- -model TEXT Large language model to use.
[default: gpt-4o-mini]

--temperature FLOAT RANGE [0.0<=x<=2.0] Randomness of generated output.
[default: 0.0]

--top-p FLOAT RANGE [0.8<=x<=1.8] Limits highest probable tokens
(words) .
[default: 1.0]

- -md --no-md Prettify markdown output.
[default: md]

--editor --no-editor Open $EDITOR to provide a prompt.
[default: no-editor]

--cache --no-cache Cache completion results.
[default: cache]

--version Show version.

--help Show this message and exit.

r— Assistance Options

2shall ak Genarate and everute chall roammande

Now you're ready to turn your speech into terminal commands.

Using ShellGPT for Al queries

Peopl e often have to switch between the terminal and the browser just to find the right command or solution.
Now, you can ask general questions and get answers directly from the terminal.

sgpt "What is Dockpeek?"

linuxuser@linuxuser: ~

linuxuser@linuxuser:~$ sgpt "What is Dockpeek?"
DockPeek is a lightweight application for Linux that allows users to preview the contents of
their application dock or taskbar. It provides a quick way to see which applications are open and
their respective windows without needing to switch between them. DockPeek is particularly useful
for users who want to manage their workspace efficiently, as it can help in identifying and
laccessing applications quickly. It typically integrates well with desktop environments like GNOME
lor KDE.

linuxuser@linuxuser:~% I



ShellGPT saves time, minimizes context switching, and makes working in the terminal much smoother and more
intuitive.

Run commands directly using ssmple English.

Many people used to waste time trying to remember all the terminal commands, often getting distracted and
slowing down even simple tasks. With ShellGPT, that stressis gone. Now you just type what you want in simple
English:

sgpt "how to find the free di sk space on ny systent

ShellGPT explains the command and shows exactly what to run. This not only saves time but also helps you
gain adeeper understanding of the commands.

Llinuxuser@linuxuser:~$|sgpt "how to find the free disk space on my system"
You can find the free disk space on your system using the . command. Open your terminal and run:

df -h

The [l option makes the output human-readable, showing sizes in KB, MB, or GB. Look for the line
corresponding to your filesystem (usually l for the root) to see the available space.
linuxuser@linuxuser:~$

ShellGPT is not just for explaining commands. If you want to execute commands directly, you can use the -s
option .

sgpt -s "find free disk space on ny systent

Here, -s runs the command immediately, skipping the explanation.

linuxuser@linuxuser: ~

linuxuser@linuxuser:~$ [sgpt -s “find free disk space on my system"

I F
a -T

[E]xecute, [Mlodify, [D]escribe, [A]bcrt:@

Filesystem Size Used Avail Use% Mounted on
tmpfs 392M 1.6M 390M 1% /run

/dev/sda2 446 136 306G 30% /

tmpfs 2.06 0 2.86 0% /dev/shm
tmpfs 5.8M B8.0K 5.6M 1% /run/lock
tmpfs 392M 164K 392M 1% /run/user/1601

linuxuser@linuxuser:~$

Thisflexibility allows you to decide when you need guidance and when you just want results.

Create commands without explanation.

Sometimes you just need the command itself, without any additional text. Shel| GPT makes this easy. For
example, to delete a Docker image, enter your command with the -c option, and ShellGPT transforms the words
into ready-to-use commands:

sgpt -c "how can | renove a Docker inage"



This saves you the effort of searching on forums or in guides.

[l linuxuser@linuxuser: ~
linuxuser@linuxuser:~$ sgpt -c "how can I remove a Docker image"
docker rmi <image id or wancv]

Tinuxuser@linuxuser:~$

Chat with ShellGPT

Multi-step tasks often disrupt workflows, cause distractions, and lead to repetitive steps. ShellGPT's chat mode
addresses this problem. It allows for maintaining a single conversation and building each step naturaly:

sgpt --repl chat Nane

For example, create a session for disk-related tasks and continuously ask follow-up questions. ShellGPT
remembers the context, provides step-by-step instructions, and allows you to focus on a single problem:

sgpt --repl disk-info

linuxuser@linuxuser:~$ sgpt --repl dlsk—lm‘ﬂ/o

>>> (Determine how much disk space the current working directory (CWD) is using.)
You can determine the disk space used by the current working directory (CWD) using the [l command.
Open your terminal and run:

. provides a summary (total size).
. makes the output human-readable (e.g., KB, MB). f
This command will display the total disk space used by the files and subdirectories in the current

(Provide a command to delete files larger than 580 MB, but prompt for confirmation before each deletion)

You can use the MM command combined with [EMMEM to delete files Larger than 508 MB while prompting for
confirmation. Run the following command:

find . -type f -size +508M -exec rm -1

+ B specifies the current directory.

. looks for files.

B finds files larger than 500 MB.

. prompts for confirmation before deleting each file.

Thisfeature has really simplified the workflow for complex tasks.

Y ou finished reading the article "L earn about ShellGPT: Converting text into terminal commands." edited
by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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