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Instructions to set up the default application to open
files on Windows 11

When you use Windows 11, the operating system pre-sets which applications are responsible for opening which
file types by default. For example, the Notepad application is often used to open TXT files.

However, you can completely change this with just a few simple tweaks in Settings.

Find the Default Apps Menu in Settings

The Windows 11 Settings application provides a convenient interface for you to choose or change which
applications are responsible for opening which specific file types. First, open the Settings app by pressing
Windows + i on your keyboard. Or, you can right-click the Start button and select ' Settings ' from the menu
that appears.

In Settings, click ' Apps ' in the list on the left, then select ' Default Apps ' in the right pane.
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Immediately, the Default Apps screen will open. At this point, there are a few different ways you can change
your default app settings. Find out below.

Choose default apps by file type

One of the simplest ways to change the default apps is to search by file type. In Settings > Apps > Default Apps
, you'll see a text box labeled ' Enter a file type or link type '. Click that and enter the name of the file extension
that you want to 'assign' to a particular application. For example, '.txt' for text files or '.jpg' for JPEG images.

If you have an extension that is not 'registered' you will see a button that says ' Choose a Default ', allowing you
to set the default application for that file type. Click this button and follow the same steps as listed below.

In case you import a known file type, you will see the application with which the file extension is being
associated appear directly below the text input box. To change this link, click the app name that appears.



A pop-up will ask ' How do you want to open [.] files from now on? '. Where [extension] is the type of file
extension you are working with, such as .txt or .jpg. In the list of apps below, select the app you want to use,
then click OK .

From now on, the file type you just modified will open only in the selected application by default.

Choose default by application

You can also change the file association by application. On the Default Apps screen, you will see a list of
installed applications. Find the app for which you want to change the default, then click it. We will use Photos as
an example.



On the app's details screen, scroll down and select the type of file that you want to associate (open) with another
app.

When the system asks with which program you want to open the file, browse through the list, select the
application you want to use, then click ' OK '.

Change default apps using context menu

First, find a file for which you want to change the default application on the desktop or in File Explorer. Right
click on the file and select ' Open With ', then click ' Choose Another App ' from the menu.



In the pop-up menu, select the application that you want to use to open this file type. Then, check the box next to
' Always use this app to open [.] files ' and click ' OK '.

From now on, whenever you double click on that file type, it will always be opened in the application you
selected.

You finished reading the article "Instructions to set up the default application to open files on Windows 11"
edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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