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| nstructionsto block automatic driver installation on
Windows 11

Although Windows 11 can download drivers for your computer without user intervention, you don't always want
toinstall drivers automatically to avoid unwanted problems.

Although Windows 11 can download drivers for your computer without user intervention, you don't always want
toinstall drivers automatically to avoid unwanted problems. Here's how to block automatic driver updates on
Windows.

How to block automatic driver installation on Windows
Step 1

Open Settings on Windows, then select System and click About to continue.
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Manage system components that are preinstalled on Windows

& Al components
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Step 2

In the new interface, click on Advanced system settings as shown below.
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How does having 4-8 GB of RAM impact my PC's performance? Can |
run modern applications smoothly with this RAM capacity?

Related links  Domain or workgroup ~ System protection [ Advanced system settings]

== Windows specifications Copy ~
Edition Windows 11 Pro
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Step 3.

In the new interface, click on the Hardwaretab , then click on Device I nstallation Settings.

System Properties X

Computer Mame Hardware Advanced System Protection Remote

Device Manager

_.. The Device Manager lists all the hardware devices installed on
¥y your computer. Use the Device Manager to change the properties
of any device.

Device Manager

Device Installation Settings

= Choose whether Windows downloads manufacturers' apps and
custom icons available for your devices.

[ Device Installation Settings ]

OK Cancel Apply
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Now you just need to click No (your device might not work as expected) then click Save Changesto save the
changes.



Device installation settings X |

Do you want to automatically download manufacturers' apps for your
devices?

() Yes (recommended)

Qi\lo (your device might not work as expected)

‘ySave Changes Cancel ‘

Windows will not install the driver automatically then. If you add a new graphics card or printer, you will install
the driver manually.

How to block automatic driver installation via Group Policy

Step 1.

Y ou type gpedit in the search bar and then click L ocal Group Policy Editor to access.



Step 2
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Edit group policy
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gpedi - See more search results
gpedit.msc windows 10
gpedit group policy
gpedit_msc

gpeditmsc win 11

gpedit win 11

gpedit exe

gpedit windows 11

gpedit msconfig

gpedit enable




Now you need to access the link below.

Conput er Configuration > Adm nistrative Tenplates > Wndows Conponents > W ndows

- Local Group Policy Editor |

File Action View Help

| Windows Media Player | Local Computer Pt
Windows Messenger
| Windows Mobility Center
| Windows PowerShell
| Windows Reliability Analysis
| Windows Remote Management (WinRiv)
Windows Remote Shell
. Windows Sandbox
> [ Windows Security
“ Windows Update
| Legacy Policies
| Manage end user experience
_| Manage updates offered from Windows Server Update Service
| Manage updates offered from Windows Update

Select an item to view it
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Step 2:

Look to the side and click on Do not include driver with Windows Update .

» Policy Editor = (=] X
View Help
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% Windows Mobili elect an item to view its description. ing

| Windows Power* \iz Enable optional updates

~ Windows Reliab \iz) Select when Preview Builds and Feature Updates arer
| Windows Remot \i=] Select when Quality Updates are received

| Windows Remot :- Disable safequards for Feature Updates

| Windows Sandb [__, Do not include drivers with Windows Updates]

I Windows Securit =] Manage preview builds

| Windows Updat 2 Select the target Feature Update version
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Step 3:

Finally, click Enabled to enable automatic driver installation blocking on Windows.



& Do not include drivers with Windows Updates [m] X

[E] Do not include drivers with Windows Updates Pravious Setting Next Setting

O Not Configured ~ Comment:

Enabled
(O Disabled
Suppaxted on. At least Windows Server 2016 or Windows| 10
Options: Help:

Enable this policy to not include drivers with Windows quality
updates.

If you disable or do not configure this policy, Windows Update
will include updates that have a Driver classification.

CK ‘ Cancel Apply

How to block automatic driver installation via Windows Registry
Step 1.

Type regedit in the search bar , then click Registry Editor to access.



Step 2:

Best match

| ¢, Registry Editor
' System

5 Remote Desktop Connection
<@ App
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Search the web

Q re - See more search results
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remove backgraund
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Q, reset this pc
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Then you access the link below.

HKEY_ LOCAL_MACHI NESOFTWAREM cr osof t W ndowsCur r ent Ver si onDr i ver Sear chi ng

[ Registry Editor
Eile

Edit View Favorites Help
Computer\HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\DriverSearching

> Device Metadata
> DeviceAccess

é DevicePicker

> DeviceSetup

> Diagnostics

> =71 DIFx

> DIFxApp

> DPX

> DriverConfiguration
v[[_ DriverSearching]

> DriverUpdates

: EditionOverrides

> EventCollector
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Step 3.

Name Type Data
ab|(Default) REG SZ (value
$/s|SearchOrderConf.. REG_DWORD Ox00C

Look to the side and double click on the SearchOrder Config value and change it from 1to0 0.

AL MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\DriverSearching

: Metadata
*Access
:Picker
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ostics
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MName Type Data

ab|(Default) REG_SZ (value not set)

| SearchOrderConf.. REG_DWORD ] 0x00000001 (1)

Edit DWORD!(32-bit) Value X
Value name:
SearchOrderConfig
Value data: Base
0 © Hexadecimal
() Decimal

o]

Cancel

Restart your computer for the changes to take effect.

Once you complete the steps, setting SearchOrderConfig to O will block the update driver every time Windows

11 checks for new updates.

Y ou finished reading the article "I nstructions to block automatic driver installation on Windows 11" edited
by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can
search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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