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Instructionsfor creating interactive chartsin Excel
with INDEX function

Excel makesit easy to create clear, concise charts from your raw data. However, sometimes the graphs create
static and not interesting. So the following article will introduce a simple method to help you turn static Excel
charts into dynamic charts.

Excel makes it easy to create clear, concise charts from your raw data.However, sometimes the graphs create
static and not interesting.So the following article will introduce a ssmple method to help you turn static Excel
chartsinto dynamic charts.

A simple drop-down menu (drop-down menu) can transform a simple Excel chart into an illustration image

capable of presenting a variety of information and it's easy to set up.Here's how to use the INDEX function and
the basic drop-down menu to create interactive chartsin Excel.

Create data

First thing to do is collect data.The image illustrated below is data about the time that appears on the screen of
Star Wars movie characters.

TPM ACTC ROTS ANH ESB ROTI TFA
C-3P0O 2 4 3 20 15 14 2
Darth Vader 24 43 53 9 13 15 0
Han Solo 0 0 0 20 24 18 21
Obi-Wan Kenaobi 21 34 a7 138 1 2 0

Y ou just need to follow the steps similar to the following example with your metrics.Sort data by row, thereis no
space between them.When completing the chart, you can switch the position between C-3PO and Darth Vader
and the chart will update with the correct data.

Next, copy and paste the title row below the datatable.

. [®m__ laowc_ [nows _lawn___lese__lsom _[vea__ |
C-3PO 2 4 3 20 15 14 2
Darth Vader 24 42 53 9 13 15 0
Han Solo 0 1] 0 20 24 18 21
Obi-Wan Kenobi 21 34 37 18 1 2 o
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Now, in the third row from the title you just pasted, enter the word "Data" into a cell and enter a placeholder
number in the box to the right next to it.From now on they will be placeholders as a basis for the drop-down

menu.

TPM AOTC ROTS ANH ESB ROTI
C-3P0O 2 4 3 20 15 14 2
Darth Vader 24 48 53 9 13 15 ]
Han Solo ] ] ] 20 24 18 21
Obi-Wan Kenobi 21 34 37 18 1 2 ]
TPM AOTC ROTS ANH ESB ROTJ TFA
Dataset 3

When al isin place, we will join these elements with the INDEX function.Enter the following function formula
on the two cells above theDataset:

= INDEX ( $B $10 : $I $13 , $C $18 ,0 )

If you are new to using INDEX, let'sanalyzeit.$ B $ 10: $1 $ 13 is the entire data that you want the formula to
access, $ C $ 18 points to the cell that defines the display data (the number we put next to the Datasetcell).End
the function with a column reference, but here we have specified the specific cell so thefill isO.

The specifics of the function will vary depending on your data, so the image below shows the different
components in the corresponding function on excel so you can do the same job.

CHOOSE - X & =INDEX($B3$10:51313,5C518,0)
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Only the arrow in the corner of the cell contains the function formula, you will see the arrow turn into a plus
sign, then drag it out across the row.
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Han Solo [} 0 [} 20 24 18 21

Dataset 3

Y ou will get the same results for the remaining cells as shown above.Now, you can manually change the number
in the box to the right of theDataSet to use the INDEX formula. For example, enter 1in the box, the function will
display datarelated to C-3PO.

TPM AOTC ROTS ANH ESB ROTI] TFA
C-3P0 2 4 3 20 15 14 2

Dataset | 1.|

Createachart

Now the next step will be alittle easier.We will choose the data we have after using the INDEX function - NOT
the data that we enter manually - turn it into a chart.

To turn datainto a chart, select | nsert> Recommended Chartsin the menu bar.

Home Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review View Developer Add-ins Team 2T
| Shapes+ my - | 2 = 1-12- " fw
=R @ s p ! >
Recommended Table D'tl:] Gl Y B ke : r:errded:"" el
lecommendes able ictures Online o My Add-ins - COMImH S e aps
PivotTables Pictures L L Charts | A CAS E
Tables Nustrations Add-ins Charts

= £ Recommended Charts

oemmend a good

B C D E F G
TPM AQTC ROTS ANH ESB ROT
C-3P0O 2 4 3 20 15 14 2
Darth Vader 24 48 33 9 13 15
Han Solo 0 0 o 20 24 18 21
Obi-Wan Kenobi 21 34 37 18 1 2 0
TEM AQTC ROTS ANH ESB ROTJ TFA
C-3P0 2 4 3 20 15 14 2
Dataset 1

Y ou can use any type of chart that best suits your data.ln this example, the column chart seems most reasonable.

When the selection is complete, the graph showing the data will appear, test that everything is working by
changing the number next to theDataSet.If the chart changes according to the data set you choose, then you have



succeeded.
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Add a drop down menu

Now, make this animated graph a bit more "friendly".Select theDeveloper tab , click the Insert drop-down
menu, in the Controls menu select Combo Box (Form Control).

Formulas Data Review View Developer
I -l:l? B ﬁ' Properties @
i i Q. View Code
- Excel oM Insert Design Source
Add-ins Add-ins || = | Mode (3] Run Dialog
Add-ins Form Controls

C &l ]@EEI@
[il,.qr.-g [ahil

Acti Combo Eh:u:-: {Fu:urm Control)

O [ (7] EB ell 5
E F BHealo=2lY .

Create a drop-down menu wherever you want to place it but must be on the spreadsheet.In this example, the
drop-down menu is located below the chart.
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The Cell link field needs to match the cell containing the number indicating the selected data set.
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ClickOKand check the drop down menu.Y ou will be able to select the data set by name and the chart will be

updated automatically.
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Once you're done, you can tweak the "look" to increase your spreadsheet’'s aesthetics, clean up some data to
make the chart more compact.

For example, if you want to display all charts on the same page, copy and paste the chart, drop-down menu into a
new worksheet.Then right-click on the drop-down menu and selectFormat Control.
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All you need to do is addSheet1! in front of the previously selected cell. This will tell Excel to find cells on a
different sheet than the chart and drop-down menu. Click OKand we have a dynamic chart on a new, more nest
and neat sheet.
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So you can give yoursalf an interactive chart on Excel with INDEX function.Hope you find this article helpful
and share it with the people around you.

Y ou finished reading the article "I nstructions for creating interactive chartsin Excel with INDEX function"
edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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