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Instructions for changing the default web browser in
Windows 7

Although you can freely use any web browser you like, the default browser is launched by Windows when
clicking on linksin email or Office documents. The article will quickly guide users how to change the default
web browser in Windows.

Although you can freely use any web browser you like, the default browser is launched by Windows when
clicking on links in email or Office documents. The article will quickly guide users how to change the default
web browser in Windows.

Changethe default browser in Windows from Control Panel

Click Start and select Control Panel .
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If you don't see the Programs option, change the Control Panel's View Style. Click on the View option in the
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upper right corner of the control panel and select Category .

+4 M Search Control Panel

‘XA

B

(]
]

User Accoun
'@1 Add or remon

'@‘ Set up parent

Appearance
Change the then
Change desktop
Adjust screen res

Clock, Langu
Change keyboar
Change display |

Ease of Acce!
Let Windows suc
Optimize visual ¢

A

estore

ams

Now, click Default Programs.
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Click Set Your Default Programs if the user wants to change the default programs that Windows will use to

open thefile.

Programs and Features
Uninstall a program '&‘ Turn Windows features on or off | Viewir
Run pregrams made for previous versions of Windows | How to insti

Default Program

Change default settim:f{h:r media or devices | Make a file type alway

Set your default progr| Default Programs
Choose which programs you want
DE‘Sk‘tDp Gadget Windows to use for activities like web
Add gadgets to the dg browsing, editing photos, sending e~ fninstall |

Restore desktop gadg mail, and playing music.

Choose the programs that Windows uses by default

.@ Set your default progran

Make a program the defawit for all file types and protocols it can open.

[=1 Associate a file type or protocol with a program

Make a file type or protocol (such as .mp3 or http://) always open in a specific program.

[] E Change AutoPlay settings
Play CDs or other media automatically

Set program access and computer defaults

Control access to certain programs and set defaults forthis-cormputer.

The list of installed programs appears. Select the browser you want to use as the default and click Set this

Program As Default .
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Set your default programs

To set a program as the default for all file types and protocols it can epen, click the program and then
click Set as default.

Programs Google Chrome
" Googlelnc
WFirefox
?_ GoEgleChire Ei-ooglle 'Clhlrome.l's aweb Erowser th alt- runs -
@Interne‘c Explorer webpages and applications with lightning
i~ Microseft Office Outlook speed. It's fast, stable, and easy to use. Browse
&l Paint the web mare safely with malware and phishing
‘éSky protection built into Google Chrome. -
pe
_-'-.:'a VLC media player
[E=|Windows Contacts This program has 9 out of 19 defaults

| Windows Disc Image Burner
£ Windows Media Center

I3 Windows Media P < Set this program as default
Indows Viedia Flayer

Use the selected program to open all file %

=l Windows Phote Viewer types and protocols it can open by default.
=) Windows Search Explorer
B WinRAR archiver # Choose defaults for this program

E‘; WordPad Choose which file types and protocols the

selected program opens by default.

Click Choose Default for this Program .
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Set your default programs

Tao set a program as the default for all file types and protocols it can epen, click the program and then
click Set as default,

Programs 2 6 Google Chrome
¢ Googlelnc
WFirefcrx
?_ Google Chrome is a web browser that runs -
:@Inteme’c Explorer webpages and applications with lightning
| Microsoft Office Qutlook speed. It's fast, stable, and easy to use, Browse
&1 Paint the web more safely with malware and phishing
@-Skype protection built into Google Chrome. -

b'.'e VLC media player
[E=Windows Contacts This program has all its defaults
|| Windows Disc Image Burner
Wf”duws e # Set this program as default
r_ﬂ'W?nduws Wedia P_Iayer Use the selected program to open all file
(= Windows Photo Viewer types and protocols it can open by default.
= Windows Search Explorer
B WinRAR archiver 2 Choose defaults for this program

| WordPad Choose which file types and protocols the
selected program epens by default.

Windows will display alist of all supported file types. Select the type of file the user wants to open with the
specified browser and click the Save button.
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Set associations for a program
Select the extensions you want this program to open by default, and then click Save,

Google Chrome
Google Inc

[ Select All

Name Description Current Default
Extensions

[ & htm Chrome HTML Document  Google Chrome

E' el Chrome HTML Document  Google Chrome

[7] @ shtml  Chrome HTML Document Google Chrome

G xht Chrome HTML Document  Google Chrome

[71 @ xhtml  Chrome HTML Decument Google Chrome
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Protocols —
[ & FTP Chrome HTML Document  Google Chrome
[ @ HTTP Chrome HTML Decument  Google Chrome
[71 @ HTTPS  Chrome HTML Document  Google Chrome

[ & RC Chrome HTML Document  Google Chrome
E MAILTO  Chrome HTML Document  Google Chrome
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Set the default browser within the application

As mentioned, we will put the default browser inside the application. Below are afew examples.

Mozilla Firefox

Go to Options by clicking on the orange Firefox button and selecting Options.
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Send Link.., Help k e
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Set Up Sync... ¥ TabsonTop
Exit Toolbar Layout..,




Click on the Advanced tab. Under System Defaullts, click Check Now to check the default browser.
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General Tabs Content  Applications  Privacy  Security Sync Advanced

General | Neh\rorkl Updatel Enc:}rption|

Accessibility
[ Always use the cursor keys to navigate within pages
[T] Search for text when I start typing

[T] Warn me when web sites try to redirect or reload the page

Browsing

Use autescrolling

[] Use smooth scrolling

Usze hardware acceleration when available

Check my spelling as [ type

System Defaults

[ Always check to see if Firefox is the default browser on startup Check aw

Submit crash reports
[] Submit performance data
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If Firefox is not the default browser, a dialog box will appear asking if the user wants to set the program as the
default browser. Click Yesto agree.
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@ Firefox is not currently set as your default browser. Would you like to make it your default browser?

Ess No

Google Chrome

To turn Google Chrome into the default browser, click the wrench icon and select Settings.
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Mew window

Mew incognito window

Bookmarks b
Edit Cut  Copy Paste
Zoom - (1005 | = || [Fd

Save page as...
Find...
Print...

Tools b

History rl+

Downloads

Sign in to Chrome..,

Settings I}
About Google Chrome
View background pages (8)

Help

In the Default Browser section, users can set Google Chrome as the default browser.

Users

You are currently the cnly Google Chrome user.

Add new user Delete this user Import bookmarks and settings...

Default browser

The default browser is currently Google Chrome,

Show advanced settings...



Y ou finished reading the article "I nstructions for changing the default web browser in Windows 7" edited by
the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search
for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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