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What has changed with the release of OS X 10.6 is that Apple has now made the Services menu a context menu.
Snow Leopard, OS X 10.6, has been released, how many of you really miss using the Services menu for
your essential tasks?

Services are rarely used but it is an extremely useful feature of Mac OS X in previous versions. Now, however,
with the release of 10.6, this feature has been significantly improved and is very useful for use by ordinary users.

What has changed with the release of OS X 10.6 is that Apple has now made the Services menu a context menu.
Therefore, for example, if you have a line of text selected in TextEdit, then only the services that are working
with the selected text sample will exist.

Similarly, if you select afile in the Finder, then only useful services will be displayed.

Another useful thing that Apple has done is that they have added support for Automator service creation, an
automated workflow utility included in OS X. Therefore creating services also become easier.

In this article, I will show you a simple process of creating your own service using Automator, password
protection for any DPF file you choose in the Finder, then Allows you to email them to friends.

1. Launch Automator from the Applications folder and select the Services template when required.

Choose a template for your workflow:
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2. From the right of the Automator window, select the content to be performed that the services will use. We
select PDF files from the first menu that appears and Finder from the second menu.

Untitled (5ervice)

documents

| files or folders
folders l
Record  Step

image files
Service receives selectem in | i Finder
maovie files

¥

Replaces selected te
audio files

text files

no input

3. At this point, you must select the workflow for the reasonable service. The categorized workflow in the
Library on the left of the slider in the Automator window follows the type of service they provide.

Variables (Q name

v U_ﬂ Library %t Add Grid to PDF Documents
il Calendar @® Apply Quartz Fil... PDF Documents |
| Contacts - #% Combine PDF Pages
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Double-click the Encrypt PDF Documents workflow and it will appear in the right sidebar, as part of the
Sservice you are creating.

Enter the password you want the PDF document to be encrypted with it.
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4. Here, your service is able to retrieve the DPF document and encrypt it with the password you provided. The
second step isto email this PDF file. To do that, we need to go to another workflow from the Library.

Under Library go to Mail , double-click the New M ail M essage workflow , then it will be added to your service.

L Calendar

’._ Contacts = EESAGES

ol Developer n F i
B Files & Folders B Finc

Fants R Cet Amachrment...m Mail Mesiages

B Internet B Cet Mew Mail
& Mail B Cet Selected Mail 1tems
“ Mowvies & Get Specified Madl Items

7 Music B Croup Mailer

& pors [ NewMail Message |
A% Phatos :.T-'- Mew Ta Do ltem |

7 Text B Zend Birthday Greetings Results
75 Unilities B Send Outgoing Messages

& Most Used

B Combine Mall Messages

Dptions

Enter a password to
If you forget this pas
open the file(s). You
you farget it

Password

'.,'{\.”[.r- .

Description

w Mew Mail Message

@l Recently Added

Ta
Cc
Bec

Subject

If you have multiple accounts defined in Mail.app , select an account that you want to use for this service, or
allow the default account Default Account to be used for al email sent. by this service.

What Automator does now is to use the first workflow and encrypt the selected PDF file in the Finder, then
move that document to the second workflow. The New Mail Message workflow will create a new email with this
document attached and wait for you to enter the addressin the To, CC or Bcc fields and send the email.

Save the service by the descriptive name and Automator will automatically register it with the Finder.

Y ou can test by selecting a PDF file in the Finder and calling the Service from the Service menu in the Finder.
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Once you click on the Encrypt and Email PDF service, the selected PDF file will be encrypted with the
password you selected and Mail.app will automatically be launched with encrypted PDF as an attachment.

Y ou finished reading the article "I mprove efficiency with Servicesin Mac 10.6" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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