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If you ignorethisfeature, you're not using your Pixel
phone properly.

If you're a Pixel user drowning in notifications, Google's |atest feature update should give you alot of relief.

If you're a Pixel user who's drowning in notifications, Google's latest feature update is going to be abig relief.
Google has added a new feature to help you take control of your notifications, and if you're not using it, you're
missing out on alot.

What arethe modes on Pixel phones?

The Modes feature arrived with the March 2025 Pixel feature update and offers control over how your phone
handles notifications in different situations. The ideaisto free you from constant notifications, reduce
distractions, and control your attention with multiple modes for different activities, like sleeping, working,
driving, or anything else.

There are tricks you can use to clean up notifications on Android, but this feature finally addresses the issue
more fully in the same way that the iPhone's Focus modes help manage notifications based on what you're doing.

By default, this feature provides the following modes:

1. Do Not Disturb : Standard Do Not Disturb mode.

2. Do Not Disturb (Google) : Do Not Disturb mode is enabled by some apps on your phone, such as Maps.
3. Bedtime: Use your phone's bedtime routine settings to turn it on automatically.

4. Driving : Uses device motion and Bluetooth connection to automatically turn on.
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5. Flip to shhh : Automatically turns on when you place the phone screen down on aflat surface.
6. Game Dashboard : Turn on when you are playing games on your phone to minimize notifications while

playing.

Each mode offers a number of settings, including adding specific contacts, apps, and notifications that can
appear when a particular mode is active. You also get a number of display settings, such as partially hiding
notifications, changing the display color to grayscale, turning off Always-on Display, dimming the wallpaper,
and enabling a dark theme when the mode is active.

Finally, you can also create your own modes with custom names and icons. All the customization options
available in default modes are also available for custom modes.

After installing the update, you'll also see a M odes button in the quick access menu in your notification shade by
default. Thisisthe easiest way to switch between Do Not Disturb, Bedtime, and Driving modes. Y ou can press
and hold the shortcut to go straight to the Modes menu and enable any other modes you want.

Almost al of the built-in modes have automatic triggers that your phone can use to turn them on or off. This
makes having Bedtime and Driving modes stuck in the quick access menu a bit redundant. However, any custom
modes you create will show up here for quick switching.

In addition to the quick access menu, you'll also find a dedicated M odes setting in your Pixel's Settings menu .

Use Modes Correctly

The default modes work well, but you need to set up afew things before you can get the most out of them. Y ou
may want to create a custom mode that fits your work schedule or anything else you want to minimize
distractionsfor.

Notification filters are also optional, so if you just want to set up the display settings that come with each mode
without missing any notifications, you can do that. In addition to choosing individual contacts who can reach
you viacall or SMS, you can set whether you want to receive notifications from specific apps and other
interruptions like alarms, media sounds, touch sounds, reminders, and calendar events.



Y our favorite contacts from the Pixel's default dialer app will automatically be included as exceptions for each
mode.

Once you've set everything up, you can also set an automatic schedule for this mode to turn on. Considering the
number of tapsit takesto trigger the custom mode, the automatic scheduling option works very well.

Y ou should also take thetime to set up Driving mode and Flip to shhh . Driving mode offers the same
customizations as the other modes, but set Always-on Display to off while driving so your phone doesn't
automatically draw your eye while driving at night.

Flip to shhh isthe most convenient way to silence your phone, something you can do subtly in case you forget
to mute your phone and need to do it quietly.

People don't usually use the bedtime tracking feature on their Pixel, but try Bedtime mode . It's really nice to not
be bothered by notifications right when you wake up.

It's best to use this mode with some wearable so you can accurately track your sleep, but it also works if you set
a specific schedule or link it to your Pixel's Bedtime routine settings. Keep in mind that turning off the Bedtime
routine sider in the mode will turn off the entire mode.

Modesis a handy feature that can help tame the clutter that Android notifications can cause. It coversall the
major scenarios right out of the box, but some custom modes and well-tuned settings can make life alittle more
peaceful. Thisis one of those quiet updates that makes a big difference in the long run.

Y ou finished reading the article "If you ignor e thisfeature, you're not using your Pixel phone properly.”
edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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