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If AI can do everything, why do we still need to
learn?

If AI becomes increasingly intelligent, what meaning will learning still have? An in-depth analysis of the role of
learning in the AI ??era.

One of the most debated questions in the AI ??era isn't 'how powerful is AI?', but rather: when AI can do
almost everything, what's the point of learning?

 

At first glance, this might seem like a philosophical question. But in reality, it's becoming a very real issue —
especially as AI increasingly interferes with how we learn, work, and make decisions.

When 'higher performance' doesn't equate to 'deeper understanding'

An experiment in Türkiye in 2025 revealed a thought-provoking paradox. Students were divided into three
groups: one group learned in a traditional way, one group used ChatGPT, and one group used an AI version
acting as a tutor—providing hints instead of direct answers. The initial results were impressive: the ChatGPT
group got 48% more correct answers, while the AI ??'tutor' group saw a 127% increase.

Looking at this, anyone could conclude: AI is making learning more effective. But when it comes to the actual
test, everything reverses. The group using ChatGPT performed 17% worse than the group using nothing. The 'AI
tutor' group didn't fare much better either.

Students who learn in a 'slower, harder' way—grasping the problem on their own—are the ones who perform
best. This illustrates an important truth: getting more correct answers doesn't necessarily mean
understanding better .
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AI solves problems… by taking away the learning process itself.

In cognitive science, there's a concept called 'desirable difficulty .' The idea sounds counterintuitive: the harder it
is, the better we learn. Making mistakes and correcting them is the mechanism by which the brain builds lasting
understanding.

But AI is designed to do the opposite. It eliminates unnecessary thought processes, shortens the time, and makes
everything easier.

The problem is: Thinking is when learning happens .

When AI makes things "smooth," it also inadvertently eliminates the process of helping you gain deep
understanding. You might complete assignments faster, but you won't build the foundational knowledge. That's
why many students in the experiment were able to get the answers right during practice, but "collapsed" when
the support tool was gone.

The biggest danger: not knowing you're wrong.

An even more concerning detail in the study is that ChatGPT only answered about half of the questions
correctly. However, the students were completely unaware of this.

It's not because they lack intelligence, but because they don't have the foundation to evaluate the answers .
Without understanding the essence of the problem, you can't recognize a wrong solution—especially when it
seems logical. This is the real price of 'skipping the learning process': not just not knowing, but not knowing
that you don't know .

AI doesn't eliminate learning, it 'splits' it in two.

AI can answer almost any question. But there are two important things it can't do for you.

1. First is the ability to recognize when something is wrong. This requires an 'internal model'—something
that can only be formed through personal experience, making mistakes, and correcting them.



2. Secondly, it's about the ability to ask the right questions. AI doesn't know what's important to you, or
which problems are worth solving. It just responds to what you input.

Neither of these abilities comes from reading answers. They come from the process of grappling with the
problem—the very thing that AI is making disappear.

 

In the past, learning was always a continuous process: to obtain information, you had to understand it yourself.
Knowledge and thinking developed together.

AI has for the first time broken this connection. Now you can have information instantly, but understanding it
remains your responsibility. This 'separation' creates an illusion: that you can skip the learning process and still
achieve results. But in reality, what you get is only superficial results , not true competence.

As the pace of AI accelerates, the role of humans becomes increasingly
clear.

AI leaders like Dario Amodei believe that future AI could operate dozens or even hundreds of times faster than
humans. But speed doesn't equate to direction. Without the ability to assess and navigate, having a more
powerful tool only helps you… go astray faster.

In a world where everyone has access to the same AI tools, competitive advantage no longer lies in technology,
but in judgment . And that judgment cannot be 'downloaded' from AI.

The original question is no longer 'Will AI replace learning?', but rather: Are you building what makes AI
useful—or are you ignoring it?

AI doesn't make learning meaningless. On the contrary, it clarifies the true purpose of learning more than ever
before: not to know more, but to understand more deeply, evaluate better, and make better decisions.

You finished reading the article "If AI can do everything, why do we still need to learn?" edited by the
TipsMake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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