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How to use WUD to monitor container updates

WUD monitors running containers, compares them to the latest registry tags, and displays everything in asimple
dashboard.

Updating Docker containersisfairly easy when there are only afew services. But as the system grows, things
quickly become complicated. Each container has its own tags and release cycle, meaning you need to constantly
switch between Docker Hub and GitHub just to see if anything has changed. We need a better way to update
containers without constant manual checking.

That's when many people started using What's Up Docker (WUD) . WUD monitors running containers,
compares them to the latest registry tags, and displays everything in asimple console. It doesn't force updates,
instead, it provides you with the necessary information to decide when to take action.

How What's Up Docker (WUD) Works

WUD isalightweight tool that helps monitor your Docker containers without modifying them. It ssimply
monitors the containers you select by adding labels (e.g., wud.watch=true) to the 'docker-compose.yml’ file. This
keeps the console simple and clean.

When the WUD detects a container, it compares the local image to the latest version available in the repository.

It understands versioning rules, so you can choose which updates to monitor, such as only minor updates, while

ignoring major, error-causing changes. Finally, the web console displays al results and clearly marks containers
as updated or in need of updating.
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Setting up WUD isvery easy.

Setting up aWUD isvery smple. You can run aWUD using asmall and simple 'docker-compose.yml’ file. To
do this, first create a directory to store the WUD data and move it into that directory using the "cd :" command .

mkdir wud && cd wud
Inside this directory, create afile named 'docker-compose.yml' and add the following configuration:
services: wud: inmage: getwud/ wud: | atest container_nane: wud security _opt: - no-n

Note : Keep the settings to a minimum and focus on local monitoring. Y ou can add notifications later using
triggers.

Finally, run the following command to start the WUD container in the background:

docker conpose up -d




Once the setup is complete and the container is running, you can access the WUD at http://localhost:3000 in
your browser.

See everything at a glance: Explorethe WUD dashboard.

When you access the WUD dashboard, the homepage immediately displays a clear overview of containers,
monitors, registry, and triggers, making it easy to understand what the WUD monitors and how everything
connects.

Containers are the heart of WUD. Thisiswhere you can see all your running Docker containers, along with their
current image versions and update status.

The WUD clearly shows whether a container has been updated or if there's a newer image available, so you don't
need to manually check tags or change logs.
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Watcher s represent the Docker hosts that the WUD is monitoring. In the example setup, a watcher defines how
the WUD connects to Docker, including the Docker socket location, the frequency of update checks, and
optional cron schedules. Thisis useful when you are monitoring multiple servers or environments, as each
watcher can be configured independently.

Registries define the origin of container images. These are upstream image sources, such as Docker Hub,
GitHub Container Registry, or GitLab. By configuring repositories, you can control how the WUD authenticates
and retrieves version information, which is especially useful when working with private images.
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Triggers determine what happens when an update is detected. I nstead of automatically updating the container,
WUD gives you control.
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Simpletitie

Y ou can configure triggers to send emails, activate webhooks, run scripts, or send notifications to services like
Telegram, Discord, Slack, or Pushover.

In thisway, WUD helps you consider, decide, and act precisely as you want when managing updatesin areal-
world production or self-hosted environment, instead of blindly updating containers.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to use WUD to monitor container updates' edited by the TipsM ake
team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar
articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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