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How to usethe Vlookup function in combination
with the Left function.

The VLOOKUP and LEFT functions can be combined. The purpose of combining these two functionsis to look
up values ?7in a data table based on a portion of a string. Let's explore how to use these functions to answer this
guestion.

Combining functions in Excel makes calculations easier and more accurate. The VLOOKUP function looks up
information based on a condition, while the LEFT function extracts characters from the left side of a string.

INSTRUCTIONSON HOW TO USE THE VLOOKUP FUNCTION
IN COMBINATION WITH THE LEFT FUNCTION

Syntax and usage of the VLOOKUP and LEFT functions

The VLOOKUP function: Used to look up and return results vertically.

- Syntax: =VLOOKUP(lookup_value, table_array, col_index_num, [range_|lookup])
+ lookup_value: The valueto look up

+ table_array: The datarangeto look up

+ col_index_num: The column order from which to retrieve data

+ range_lookup: Search range, TRUE (relative lookup) or FAL SE (absolute lookup)
Notes on using F4:

- F4 (once): Fix both column and row ($A$8)

- F4 (twice): Fix row, not column (A$8)

- F4 (3 times): Fix column, not row ($A8)

The LEFT function is used to extract the characters from the left side of astring.

- Syntax: =LEFT(text, n)

+ text: The string of charactersto be extracted
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+ n: Number of charactersto cut
We will use examples to better understand how to use and combine these two functions.

Let's assume we have a data table like the one below:
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Wewill usethe LEFT function to retrieve the Department Code from the Class column.

Sep 1: Fill in cell C6 with the formulac =L EFT (B6,2). The meaning of thisformulaisto remove 2 characters
from cell B6.

SUM - ® o fu| =LEFT[B6,2)
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Sep 2: Then press Enter . The result will be the two characters CN that have been extracted from the string
CNTTL1.
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Sep 3: Drag from cell C6 downwards so that the cells below automatically fill in the formulaand display the
corresponding result.
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Step 4: Fill in cell D6 with the formula: =VL OOK UP($C6,$G$6: $H$10,2,0). $C6 is the value to search for,
$G$6: $H$10 is the data range to look up, 2 is the column number to retrieve the value from within the data
range, and O is the absolute search range.
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Sep 5: Then press Enter . The result will show the Department Name corresponding to the Department Code
. Scroll down again so that the cells below automatically fill in the formulas and give the corresponding results.

A B c D E F G H
1
2 "
HU'ONG DAN SUT DUNG KET HOP HAM VLOOKUP VO HAM LEFT
3
4 Thire hidn: Taimienphi.va
L [M3NgBoh| Tén Nganh (iam | Nganh (Ham ket M3 ot
(Hameft)]  Viookup) herp) Nganh
5
Cang nghé tha
. cNTTL | N e "Eme g €N |CAng nghs thing tin
DTVTL BT Eypatitvis DT |Bign tiFvidn thing
T thing
aTkD1 ar Cesin i kink AT |Quin tri kinh doanh
8 doanh
- KTDNZ KT K& todn KT  |KEtodn
Céing nghé th e
" cnTT2 | e S "5“: e HT  |H&théng théngtin




Sep 6: Fill in cell E6 with the formula: =VL OOK UP(LEFT (B6,2),$G$6: $H$10,2,0). We replace the value

used for searching from $C6 with LEFT(B6,2) .
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Sep 7: Then press Enter and do the same as step 5.
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Above is how to combine the VLOOKUP function with the LEFT function. Hopefully, this article helps you use
these functions effectively in your work. If you encounter any difficulties, don't hesitate to |eave a question
below the article, and the TipsMake team will assist you.

Besides being combined with the LEFT function, the VLOOKUP function can also be combined with the IF
function to solve other problems. Y ou can refer to how to combine the VLOOKUP and IF functions to find data
based on conditions here.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to use the VIookup function in combination with the L eft function.”
edited by the TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou
can search for similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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