l ipsMake.c.,m

TipsMake > Technology >Linux >

How to use Dropbox in a Linux file system isnot
Ext4

Previously, using Dropbox on Linux was easy. However, if you use afile system other than Ext4, this will
become much more difficult.

Previously, using Dropbox on Linux was easy. However, if you use a file system other than Ext4, this will
become much more difficult. Fortunately, thereis still away to fix this. Find out through the following article!
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What isthe problem?

For a long time, Dropbox has supported almost every file system the user wants to use, then Dropbox quietly
claims that it will give up support for 'uncommon' file systems. 'Uncommon' in this case means any file system
other than Ext4.

System requirements for the Dropbox app for
Linux computers

Essential requirements for Linux

if you're computer is running Linux, and you want to run the Dropbox app, you need
o use:

* Operating system Ubuntu 14.04 or higher, Fedora 21 or higher
s Glibe 2.19 or higher

& The latest Dropbox app for Linux
Download the latest app
* A Dropbox folder on an ext4-formatted hard drive or partition

Note: ecryptfs is not supported, but Dropbox will continue to sync with
supported file systems that are encrypted via full disk encryption (e.g. LUKS)
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Y ou may see messages saying: ' Dropbox will stop syncing. Move your folder Dropbox to m?t h? th?ng t?p
tin ???c h? tr?. (Dropbox will stop syncing. Move your Dropbox folder to the supported file system). Another
error message is Your Dropbox folder ison a system file that isno longer supported. '(Your Dropbox folder
on the file system is no longer supported).

Optionsto solve the problem

Whatever the reason Dropbox stops supporting other file systems, you have a few options. Y ou can create Ext4
partitions on Dropbox dedicated hard drives. This technically will work, but must resize this partition if the
Dropbox folder istoo large. That is an inappropriate solution.

You can also leave Dropbox completely. There are many other cloud service providers out there. You can also
use your own self-archiving solution like Nextcloud, ownCloud or Sedfile.

Finally, you can use aworkaround to allow using Dropbox on non-Ext4 file systems.

How to make Dropbox work on non-Ext4 file systems

There are several ways to bypass Dropbox's file system detection feature, but one of the easiest ways is to use
the 'dropbox-filesystem-fix' tool .

Warning

On the GitHub page of the dropbox-filesystem-fix, there is a warning that needs special attention. 'Thisis atria
fix, not supported by Dropbox. This tool may cause data loss. Please note this and make sure to back up your
Dropbox folder regularly. '
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Dropbox filesystem fix for Linux

Dropbox confirmed recently (link) that it will drop support for several Linux filesystems; its client will refuse to sync if an
unsupported filesystem is encountered

This project fixes the filesystem detection in the Linux client to restore the sync capability.
This is based on code posted by one user of the forums (link, link to gist).

This is an experimental fix, not supported by Dropbox. It might cause data loss.

Before start

Before using dropbox-filesystem-fix, you will need to install the tools to build it. On Debian, Ubuntu and similar
systems, run the following command:

sudo apt install build-essenti al
There are alternatives to other distributions. On Fedora and other RPM-based distributions, run the command:

yuminstall make aut omake gcc gcc-c++ kernel -devel



On Arch and similar systems, run the following command:

pacman -S base- devel
Install dropbox-filesystem-fix

The following instructions assume that you have installed Dropbox. If you haven't installed Dropbox yet, do it
now.

To copy the GitHub repository and build dropbox-filesystem-fix, run the following commands:

git clone https://github. conidark/dropbox-filesystemfix.git cd dropbox-filesyst

kwouk@servo; ~

File Edit View Search Terminal Help
~ git clone https://gi .com/dark/dropboxsfidlesystem-fix.git
Cloning into 'dropbox- em-fix'...
te: Enumerating ob , done.
: Total 71 (delta reused 8 (delta @), pack-reused 71

Unpacking objects: 100% (71/71), done.

Once successful, move the entire folder to '/ opt /'. You also need to create a script to start the executable
program. Run the following commands:

sudo nv dropbox-filesystemfix /opt/ sudo chnod +x /opt/dropbox-filesystemfix/dl

Y ou can how stop Dropbox (assuming it is running) with the following command:

dr opbox st op

kwouk@servo: ~

File Edit View Search Terminal Help

+ =~ dropbox stop
Dropbox daemon stopped.

When thisis done, you can try running Dropbox via dropbox-filesystem-fix to be installed:
/ opt / dr opbox-fil esystemfi x/dropbox_start. py

If you don't receive any alerts and Dropbox is running, you have successfully installed dropbox-filesystem-fix.
M aking fixes per manently
When the fix for Dropbox is running, go to Settings and uncheck the 'Start Dropbox on system startup’ box .

From now on, you will start Dropbox from the script you just ran. You can also run the dropbox autostart n if
you can't find thisinstallation dialog.



If the directory '~/ config / .autostart' does not exist, create it.
nkdir -p ~/config/.autostart

Create afilein that directory, named 'dr opbox-filesystem-fix.desktop', Edit the file and add the following to:

[ Desktop Entry] Type=Application Exec=/opt/dropbox-filesystemfix/dropbox_start.|

The above instructions are for Gnome. Other desktop settings are similar. If necessary, refer to the
documentation for the desktop environment you are using.

If you use KDE instead of Gnome, you can ssimply access System Settings, then select Startup & Shutdown ,
and then click Autostart. Here you can add scripts.

At least so far, it seems possible that running Dropbox on non-Ext4 operating systems is possible. Dropbox
seems to care more about not supporting file systems other than actively preventing them from working. If you
are concerned that files may suddenly become unusable in the future, there are many alternatives to Dropbox.
TipsMake.com has a list of the best cloud storage services if you want to switch to a more Linux-friendly
service.

Hope you are succesful.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to use Dropbox in a Linux file system isnot Ext4" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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