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How to use cURL command in Linux

No matter what you use your computer for, at least once you need to download afile and opening the browser
may seem overkill. Thiswill be the time cURL redlly playsitsrole.
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As its name suggests, cCURL is a command-line tool to transfer data by URL. One of the simplest uses is to
download afile viathe command line. cURL is an extremely powerful tool depending on how you useit. Even if
you are familiar with using the command line, it is difficult to fully exploit the full potential of CURL.

Instructionsfor using cURL command in Linux

Basic functions of CURL

Track HTTP Headers

Save cURL resultsto afile
Download multiple files at once
The download process has stopped
Use basic HTTP authentication
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Basic functions of CURL

One of the most basic things you can do with cURL is to download a website or file. To do this, smply use the
curl command followed by a URL. Eg:

curl https://ww. googl e.com

In most situations, using the command this way will help you get a terminal that contains the full raw (raw)
HTML data (in the most ideal case) or unreadable characters (in case worst). If you want to save it to afile, you
can use standard Unix redirection features to do this.

curl https://ww. googl e.com > googl e. ht m

Track HTTP Headers

Browsers often fix this for you, but the Internet is different. When you enter a URL, you will probably be
redirected one or more times before reaching the landing page.
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For example, say you are trying to visit TipsMake.com website. Enter the following command that will help you
get aredirect notification:

curl http://quantrimng. com

Y ou can track these HTTP location headers by using the following -L flag:

curl -L http://quantrimng. com

kwouk@vcrow: ~

File Edit View Search Terminal Help
kwouk@verow:~$ curl -L http://maketecheasier.com

Warning: Binary output can mess up your terminal. Use "--output -" to tell

Warning: curl to output it to your terminal _anyway, or consider "--output
' to save to a file.

Warning: <FILE>'
kwouk@verow:~$

It doesn't look great in the terminal, but it's also an option to know.

Save cURL resultsto afile

There are several ways to save URL content into a file. The -0 option allows you to decide the file name, while
the -O option uses the file namein the URL to save. To select your own file, use the following option:

curl -o filenane.htm https://exanple.coniurl

Often you will want to save afile with the same name it uses on the server. To do that, use the -O option .

curl -O https://exanple.comfil enane. htm

kwouk@vcrow: ~

File Edit View Search Terminal Help

url -0 https://www.example.comfindex.html

kwouk@vcrow
Time Time Current

% Total % Received % Xferd Average Speed Time
Dload Upload Total Spent Left Speed

100 1270 1ee 1278 ] :] 8523 ¢} - 8523

kwouk@vecrow:~5

Download multiplefilesat once

If you need to download several files at once, CcURL will help you easily do thiswith the -O option .

curl -O https://exanmple.com filel.htm -O https://exanple.comfile2. htnm



kwouk@vcrow: ~

File Edit View Search Terminal Help
kwouk@verow:~$ curl -0 https://www.example.com/index.html -0 https://www.example
.com/index.htmml -0 http://www.gnu.org/philosophy/free-sw.html
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When downloading this way, cURL will try to reuse the connection instead of creating a new connection each
time.

The download process has stopped

No fun when the download process stopped midway. Fortunately, CURL makes it easy to continue downloading
without having to start over. The syntax is a bit strange, because you need to add -C - to the command.

Suppose you started downloading with the following command:
curl -O https://exanple.com bigfile.zip
After that, you stopped it by pressing Ctrl + C. Y ou can continue with the following command:

curl -C- -Onhttps://exanple.combigfile.zip

Usebasic HTTP authentication

Basic HTTP authentication will not work with things that require usernames and passwords. But if the server
uses basic HTTP authentication, cCURL will be able to work with this feature. To download a file with username
and password authentication, you can use the following command:

curl -u usernane: password -O http://exanple.con filenane. htm

kwouk@vcrow: ~

File Edit View Search Terminal Help
kwouk@vcrow:~$ curl -u username:password https://www.example.com/
<!doctype html>
<html>
<head>
<title>Example Domain</title>

<meta charset="utf-8" />
=meta http-equiv="Content-type" content="text/html; charset=utf-8" /=
<meta name="viewport" content="width=device-width, initial-scale=1" />
<style type="textfcss">

body {
background-color: #fefefz;
margin: ©;
padding: @;
font-family: "Open Sans", "Helvetica Neue", Helvetica, Arial, sans-serif

{

width: 600px;

margin: 5Sem auto;
padding: S5epx;
background-color: #fff;
border-radius: lem;




This command also works with FTP servers, because cURL supports many different protocols.

There are many things you can do with cURL. Sometimes you can feel all the functions that cURL offers can be
too much. If you fedl that cURL istoo complicated, you can choose asimpler alternative: GNU wget.

Although cURL provides al the options you want, wget actually provides the best default options for you. If you
are not sure what is the right choice, read the detailed comparison of TipsMake.com cURL and wget to make a
decision.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to use cURL command in Linux" edited by the TipsM ake team. We
hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles on
tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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