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How to use ADB and Fastboot on Android

ADB is often used when trying to run phone apps on a computer, so you can debug errors on your apps, the apps
you're creating. And Fastboot is used more by manufacturers to diagnose and repair devices that are having
software error problems.

1. What are ADB and Fastboot?

ADB is often used when trying to run phone apps on computers, so you can debug errors on your apps, the apps
you're creating. ADB is used for rooting Android devices.

The reason is because ADB allows you to communicate with an Android phone to some extent, so it isvery
handy in some cases such as when we want to give commands that allow us to transfer files to the device and
then execute all the files in the rooted phone.

Similar to ADB, Fastboot is used to list attached device commands. But in Fastboot mode there are many ways
to flash different parts of the Android device (such as updating the system to a new version, deleting all user
data, etc.).

This mode is used more by manufacturers to diagnose and repair devices that are having software error
problems, but however like ADB, Fastboot can also be used to assist users. during the process of rooting the
device.

Y ou can use Fastboot to flash a new recovery image which then allows you to gain root access that way.

In short, when trying to root Android devices, both ADB and Fastboot are the tools you will need to have to set
up the device.

2. How to set up ADB and Fastboot

To get started with ADB and Fastboot, you first need to set up your phone to use the tools. Turn on Developer
Options by going to Settings > About phone and tapping Build number 7 times.

Then, in Settings > Developer options, check the box next to USB debugging and go through the following
diaog.
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If you're an Android developer, you should get the latest SDK Platform-Tools from Android Studic's SDK Manager or from
the sdknanager command-fine tool. This ensures the tools are saved to the right place with the rest of your Android
SDK tools and easily updated.

Butif you want just these command-ine tools, use the following links

@ * Download SDK Platform-Tools for Windows

Now, download ADB and Fastboot from the Android Developer website. They are part of the Platform-Tools
SDK package.

When you unzip the download, the contents will be gathered into afolder called platform-tools. There are some
other entries in the folder, but you can ignore them.

Note:

If you are using Windows, you also need to download drivers for your device. Thereisalist of links for many
famous manufacturers on the Android developer site. Drivers are not required on Mac or Linux.

Use Command Prompt or Terminal

Open the Command Prompt or Terminal application. To use ADB and Fastboot, you need to change the path in
the application to point to the platform-tools folder you downloaded. There are severa waysto do this:

1. Thestandard way isto use. Type cd [path to platfor m-tools] into the Command Prompt or Terminal
window and press Enter.

2. Aneasier way isto type cd[space] and then drag the platfor m-tools folder into the Command Prompt
window - it will automatically fill in the path for you.

3. Even easier, on Windows, you can hold down the Shift key while right-clicking the platfor m-tools folder
, then select Open Command Prompt Here.

I mportant! Differences between Windows and Mac/L inux

Before continuing, thereis asmall but fundamental difference between using Windows and Mac or Linux that
you need to know.

On Mac and Linux, all ADB and Fastboot commands must be preceded by a slash. So where you type adb on
Windows, you have to type ./adb on Mac and Linux. And fastboot on Windows needs to be ./fastboot on Mac
and Linux.

For ssimplicity, the article will continue to use Windows commands.

3. How touse ADB



Start your phone, then connect it to your computer using a USB cable. On your computer, launch Command
Prompt (or Terminal, if you're using Mac or Linux) and change directoriesto point to the platfor m-tools folder .

Type adb devices and press Enter. Y ou will now see alist of attached devices, with serial numbers. This shows
it'sworking and your phone is connected.

‘ene platform-tools — -bash — 103x24
Last login: Wed Oct 21 1@:17:5@ on ttys@el
(base) Andys-MacBook-Air:~ andybetts$ cd /Users/andybetts/Desktop/root_stuff/platform-tools
(base) Andys-MacBook-Air:platform-tools andybetts$ ./adb devices

List of devices attached

Y225 device

(base) Andys-MacBook-Air:platform-tools andybetts$ [

Type adb followed by the command you want to execute. A simple example is entering adb reboot to reboot
your phone.

4. How to use Fastboot

Fastboot works just like ADB, except that you need to boot your phone into Fastboot mode instead of Android.
Y ou usually do this by holding the power and volume keys together when the phone is powered off.

Alternatively, use ADB and enter adb reboot bootloader .

[ ] 7 platform-tools — -bash — 98x24
Last login: Wed Oct 21 19:21:26 on ttyseel

(base) Andys-MacBook-Air:~ andybetts$ cd /Users/andybetts/Desktop/root_stuff/platform-tools
(base) Andys-MacBook-Air:platform-tools andybetts$ ./adb devices

List of devices attached

Y225 device

(base) Andys-MacBook-Air:platform-tools andybetts$ ./adb reboot bootloader
(base) Andvs-MacBook-Air:platform-tools andybetts$ ./fastboot devices
Y225 fastboot

(base) Andys-MacBook-Air:platform-tools andybetts$

Type fastboot devicesto check if your phone is recognized. Type fastboot reboot to relaunch Android.
Good luck!

Y ou finished reading the article "How to use ADB and Fastboot on Android" edited by the TipsM ake team.
We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for similar articles
on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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