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How to Update Your Video Card Driverson
Windows 7

ThiswikiHow teaches you how to update the drivers for your video card (also known as a ‘graphics card’) on a
Windows 7 computer. Y ou can use your computer's built-in Device Manager to check online for video card
updates; if you don't find...

Method 1 of 3:

Using the Manufacturer's Website

e

Files (8)
| e —

4] setup

|_] 8163C_manual_install

|7] AdvProperties

|| Oriver_Installer_Rollback

] setup

p See more results

I device managed| I

Determine your computer's video card manufacturer. You can find the video card's name in Device
Manager. If you haven't yet used Device Manager or you didn't look at your video card's information, do
the following:

1. Open Start and click the search bar.

2. Typein devi ce manager ,thenclick Device Manager inthe menu.

3. Expand the "Display adapters’ heading by double-clicking it.

4. Note the manufacturer and name of the video card you want to update.
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Go to the manufacturer's website. This step will vary depending on your video card's creator, but
popular manufacturers websites include the following:
1. NVIDIA — https.//www.nvidia.com/en-us/
2. AMD — https://www.amd.com/us/Pages/AM DHomePage.aspx
3. Alienware — https.//www.alienware.com/
4. If you don't know the website of the manufacturer, type the manufacturer's name and "website" into
asearch engineto bring up alist of matching results.

Find the " Downloads" or " Drivers" section. In most cases, you'll find one of these options at the top of
the page, though you may instead need to scroll all the way down to the bottom of the page and look for
them under a"Support" (or similar) heading.
1. You may need to click a Support tab or link before you can select the Downloads or Drivers
section.



Select your video card. Click the name of your video card when asked to select amodel.
1. You may instead have to enter your video card's name.
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Look for an available update. After selecting or searching for your video card, you should see alist of
possible update files. Find the most recent one and see if the date is more recent than your last Windows
update.
1. If you don't know the date of your last Windows update or Device Manager update, you can try
downloading and installing the file anyway.
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Download an update. If thereis an available update, click itslink or click Download (or similar) near the
update's name to download it onto your computer.
1. You may haveto confirm the download by selecting a save location or by clicking OK.
2. Inrare cases, some web browsers will mark driver update files as potentially malicious or indicate
that similar files can harm your computer. As long as you are downloading the files directly from
the manufacturer's website, you can ignore these warnings.
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Install the drivers. Go to the location of the downloaded update file and double-click it, then follow any

on-screen promptsto install the drivers.
1. If thedrivers file downloaded in a ZIP folder, you'll need to extract the folder by right-clicking it
and clicking Extract Here.... You can then open the extracted folder and double-click the drivers

file.



Method 2 of 3:

Using Device M anager

Open Start

. Click the Windows logo in the bottom-left corner of the screen. The Start menu will appear.



Click the search bar. It's at the bottom of the Start menu.
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Search for Device Manager. Typein devi ce manager todo so.
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Click [ Device Manager . It should be near the top of the Start menu. Clicking it opens the Device
Manager window.
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Expand the " Display adapters’ heading. If you don't see at least one indented video card name below
the "Display adapters' option in the middle of the Device Manager window, double-click this heading to
show the video card(s).



Right-click your video card's name. Doing so prompts a drop-down menu.
1. If there are multiple video card names here, right-click the one you want to update.

Click [ _Update Driver Software... ]. It'sin the drop-down menu. A pop-up window will open.




How do you want to search for driver software?

+ Search automatically for updated driver software
‘Windows will search your computer and the Internet fior the latest driver software
far your device, unless you've disabled this feature in your device installation
settings.

= Browse my computer for driver software
Lecate and install drver software manually,

i

Click [__Search automatically for updated driver software J. It'sin the pop-up window. Doing so will
search online for available drivers.

The best driver software for your device is already installed
Windews has determined the driver sedtware for your device Is up te date.
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Follow any on-screen prompts. If an update is available for your video card, you'll need to click through
the on-screen prompts to select, confirm, and install the drivers.
1. If you receive a prompt that says your video card is up to date or using the best version of the
available software, your video card is probably up to date. If you want to double-check, you can try
using the video card's software or using the video card's website.

Method 3 of 3:

Using Your Video Card Software



TOTF | Hag | ] N LR T S T T
* 2 DESKTOP-1

» @ Audio inputs and outputs

» B Computer

» wm Disk drives

o o | \*u.‘
! @R Intel(R) HD Graphics I
>

» g IDE ATA/ATAPI controllers
» = Keyboards
» u Mice and other pointing devices
» Monitors
» [ Network adapters
» BB Portable Devices
» T§ Ports (COM & LPT)
» = Print queues
» B Processors
1. . [ Software devices
» ﬂ Sound, video and game controllers
» €& Storage controllers
» [ System devices
5> @ Universal Serial Bus controllers wiki

Under stand when to use this method. If your computer has a dedicated (e.g., aftermarket or additional)
video card installed, the video card most likely hasits own software installed as well. This software
usually provides the option to update the video card's drivers automatically.
1. If you aready tried using Device Manager to no avail, using your video card's software is a good
next step.
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Determine your computer'svideo card manufacturer. Y ou can find the video card's name in Device
Manager. If you haven't yet used Device Manager or you didn't look at your video card's information, do
the following:

1. Open Start and click the search bar.

2. Typein devi ce manager ,thenclick Device Manager in the menu.

3. Expand the "Display adapters’ heading by double-clicking it.

4. Note the manufacturer and name of the video card you want to update.
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Sear ch your computer for avideo card program. Click the search bar at the bottom of the Start menu,
then typein the video card's manufacturer name or model name. Thiswill bring up alist of matching
software.
1. For example, if you have aNVIDIA GeForce video card installed on your computer, you might type
in nvidia or geforce here
2. If entering the manufacturer's name doesn't work, try using the video card's name instead.
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Open thevideo card program. Click the program’'s name in the Start menu to do so. Y ou should see the
program open in its own window.
1. If you can't find avideo card program installed on your computer, you can still try to use the
manufacturer's website to locate and download the driver.



Click the( Updates Jor [ Drivers ]tab. You'll usualy find the proper option in atoolbar at the top of
the program’'s window, but you may need to look around the window in order to find the right tab.
1. For some programs, you may haveto click a"Menu" icon (e.g., ?) in the program's window in order
to open atoolbar which displays the Updates or Driver s option.

Look for an available driver update. Once you're on the "Updates’ or "Drivers' page, look for available
updates near the top of the page.



7 ] |

: G Run 3z sdmanistrador

TR o
Troubleshoot compastibility

431 36-deshd Pin to Start

winl0-64bit- [+
r_iwhl B Edit with Notepad

K W W N R

Share with >
B3 Open with WinRAR
- Add to archive.
B3 Acdto "431.36-desitop-winl0-64bit-intemational-whal.ras™
BB Compress and email...
n Compress to “431 36 -desktop-winl0-64bit-international-whalrar™ and email
BB Extract files..
B8 Edvact Hee
B3 Extract to 431.36-deskiop-wanl0-64 bit-internaticnal-whah,
@ Iip and Share (WinZip Express)
3 WinZip b
7. Pin to taskbar
Restone previous versions

Send to >

Cut
Copy

wiki

Download and install an availabledriver. If you do see an available driver, click Download next to it
(or below it) to prompt the driver to begin downloading. Once the download is complete, your video card's
software will install automatically the driver.

1. In some cases, you'll need to launch the installation by clicking Install or similar (for example, the
GeForce Experience program requires you to click EXPRESS INSTALLATION to begin the
driver'sinstallation).

2. 'You may be prompted to confirm the installation by clicking Yes.

Y ou finished reading the article "How to Update Y our Video Card Driverson Windows 7" edited by the
TipsM ake team. We hope this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. Y ou can search for
similar articles on tips and guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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