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How to Update Sound Drivers

If the sound on your Windows computer suddenly stops working, you may need to update your sound card, or
sound card driver. Sound cards are designed to process and distribute your computer's sound information to
audio devices, such as...

Method 1 of 4:

Manually Updating your Windows Vista Sound Card

1.

Navigate to 'System.' Click on the 'Start' button. This button is typically located in the lower left corner of
your screen. Scan the menu for 'Control Panel' and click on the button. Double click on the icon or tab
labeled 'System.'[1]
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2.

Navigate to 'Sound, Video, and Game Controllers' tab. Within the 'System' section, locate the tab, icon,
or button labeled 'Hardware' and click. Find and click on the tab, icon, or button labeled 'Device Manager.
Once the device manager has loaded, click on the icon labeled 'Sound, Video, and Game Controllers.'

1. When you click on 'Device Manager,' you may be required to enter your administrator password.[2]

3.

Locate and update your sound card drivers. Within the 'Sound, Video, and Game Controllers' tab, find
and double-click on the item the correlates to your sound card. Click on the tab listed as 'Driver.' Select
'Update Driver Software' and follow the directions given by the Update Driver Software Wizard.[3]

Method 2 of 4:

Manually Updating your Windows XP Sound Card



1.

Navigate to 'System.' Locate the 'Start' button in the lower left corner of your screen. Click on the 'Start'
button. Click on the tab labeled 'Control Panel.' Next, double click on the icon or tab labeled 'System.'[4]

2.

Navigate to the 'Sound, Video, and Game Controllers' tab. Search within the 'System' menu for the
'Hardware' tab. Click the 'Hardware' tab once. Locate and click on the 'Sound, Video, and Game
Controllers' tab to expand this section.[5]



3.

Update the sound card driver. Click twice on the 'Sound Card' tab. Click the 'Driver' tab once. Select
'Update Driver.' Follow the steps provided by the Hardware Update Wizard.[6]

Method 3 of 4:

Accessing the Sound Card in an Alternative Way

1.

Navigate to 'Hardware and Sound.' Click on the start button, which you may find in the bottom left
corner of your computer screen. Locate and click on the tab labeled 'Control Panel.' Within the 'Control
Panel' menu find and click on 'Hardware and Sound.'[7]



2.

Navigate to the 'Device Manager' tab. Under the 'Hardware and Sound' menu, find the section labeled
'Device and Printer.' Directly underneath the 'Device and Printer' section is a subsection labeled 'Device
Manager.' Click on 'Device Manager.'[8]

3.

Update your Sound Card. Find the section listed as 'Sound, Video, and Game Controllers.' Click on the
text to expand the tab. Locate the subsection that contains 'Sound Card' in its title. Right-click on your
sound driver and select 'Update Driver Software. Choose 'Search for Updates.' If any updates are available,
select the update and follow the process laid out by the Update Wizard.[9]

Method 4 of 4:

Automatically Update your Sound Card



1.

Select a software program. Instead of manually updating your sound drivers, you can download a
program that will automatically identify the drivers that require updates and provide you with the most up-
to-date update on the market. Conduct a quick internet search using words such as 'sound driver,' 'sound
card,' 'driver,' 'update software,' and or 'free.' Peruse the results and select the program that you are most
comfortable using.[10]

2.

Download the software and scan for updates. Your driver update program may require you to follow
these initial steps.

1. Click on the 'Free Scan' button or icon.
2. Download the required software.
3. Once the download is complete, click 'Scan Now.'
4. Patiently wait for the scan to finish.[11]



3.

Assess the results and update your sound card. After completing the free scan, you will receive data on
all of your drivers. Scroll down to the 'Sound, Video, and Game Controllers' section of the data set. Search
for any indication that your sound card is in need of an update. If your sound card is out of date, click on
the equivalent to an 'Update Now' icon or text and follow the instructions provided.

1. Look for and use the provided key to help you interpret the data.[12]

You finished reading the article "How to Update Sound Drivers" edited by the TipsMake team. We hope this
article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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