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How to Unzip Files on Windows

Many files that come downloaded from the internet are compressed to save space and bandwidth. compressed
files make it easy to send multiple files at once, and there are multiple forms of compression that are commonly
used. Windows...

Method 1 of 2:

Opening .zip Files

1.

Double-click the .zip file to view its contents. Windows includes .zip support so that you can open and
create .zip files without having to install any software.

https://tipsmake.com
https://tipsmake.com/c/application/
https://tipsmake.com/c/software-conversion/
https://tipsmake.com/how-to-unzip-files-on-windows


2.

Click and drag file and folders to another location on your computer. You won't be able to run any
file inside of the .zip file until you've moved it to another location. This will uncompress the file, allowing
you to access it.

3.

Click the "Extract all" button to extract the entire .zip file. This button is located at the top of the open
.zip file's window. You will be prompted to choose a location for the extracted files. All of the files in the
.zip file will be uncompressed and copied to the location that you set.

1. If you are using Windows XP, you'll need to click the "Extract all files" link in the left sidebar of the
open .zip.

2. You can also quickly extract a .zip file by right-clicking on it and selecting "Extract All".



4.

Enter the password if prompted. The creator of the .zip file may have password-protected it. You'll need
to enter the password before you can extract the files inside.[1]

Method 2 of 2:

Other Compressed Files

1.

Understand what these files are. There are lots of different compression formats out there, and most of
them are not natively supported by Windows. These other formats became popular due to the more
efficient compression that they offer over .zip (along with a variety of other factors). In order to unzip
these files on a Windows computer, you'll need to install a program that supports the format. Some of the
most common formats you'll come across include:



1. .rar - This is a proprietary compression format, and is very common for downloaded files and
torrents. While you'll need the paid version of WinRAR to create .rar files, there are a variety of free
programs that can open and extract .rar files.

2. .tar.gz - This is a form of compression most commonly used in Linux. .tar.gz is actually two
formats in one: .tar is an archival format, and .gz is a compression format (gzip). Most free
compression programs can create and open .tar.gz files.

3. .7z - This is an open-source form of compression that is gaining popularity. It allows for efficient
compression and encryption. You can use the free official program to open these files or a variety of
other compression programs.

4. .bz2 - This is another form of Linux compression. The file may be a .bz2 file, or it may be in the
.tar.bz2 format. In either case, most free compression programs can open this file type.

2.

Download and install an archival program. All of the formats listed above, along with dozens of others,
can be opened by using free, open-source software. The only time you'd need to pay for archival software
on Windows is if you have to create .rar files (WinRAR). To open and extract files from virtually any
format, download and install one of the following programs:[2]

1. 7-Zip (7-zip.org ) - This is the official program for the .7z format, and can open any of the
formats listed above, including .rar files.

2. PeaZip (peazip.org ) - This is another free, open source archival program. It is the official
program for the .pea format, a newer form of compression. Like 7-Zip, PeaZip can open and extract
virtually any archival format.



3.

Set file associations during the installation process. As your install your archival program, you'll be
prompted to associate the program with various file types. Make sure the boxes are checked for the file
types that you want to open with the archival program, such as .rar and .tar.gz.

1. Doing this during installation will make it easier to open these types of files in the future, as you
will just need to double-click them to open them.

4.

Open the file you want to extract. If you set your new archival program to handle the type of file you're
trying to open, you can just double-click the file to launch the archival program. If you didn't set your
archival program to open that type of file, you'll need to right-click the file, select "Open with", and then
select your newly-installed program.

1. Note: If you're using 7-Zip, select "7-Zip File Manager" from the list of available programs, not "7-
Zip GUI" or "7-Zip Console".



2. If you have a multi-part .rar file, start by opening the first file in the series. Make sure all of the parts
are located in the same folder before you start extracting. Multi-part .rar files have different
extensions than normal. They could be labeled ".000.rar", ".001.rar", etc., or ".part01.rar",
".part02.rar", etc. Older split .rar files may have the extensions ".r00", ".r01", etc.[3]

5.

Extract the files. Once you've opened the file in your archival program, you can begin extracting it. The
process varies a little depending on the program you are using, but you can generally select the location
that you want to extract the files to when you click the "Extract" button.

You finished reading the article "How to Unzip Files on Windows" edited by the TipsMake team. We hope
this article has provided you with many useful tech tips and tricks. You can search for similar articles on tips and
guides. Thank you for reading and for following us regularly.
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